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INTRODUCTION 
 

BBC Ideas is a new area of factual content providing short videos for ôcurious mindsõ. This survey  

provides evidence that it is deeply biased  to the liberal-left. The catalogue is thus in breach of 

BBC Charter requirements to provide content that is impartial, informative and distinctive and 

that contributes towards social cohesion.  

The BBC is paid for by the British public and is ostensibly proud about conveying British values 

to the world. On this basis, Sir David Clementi, the retiring chairman of the Corporation, declared 

in early February that any attempt to change or diminish the BBC would be a ôcolossal act of 

self-harmõ.   

BBC Ideas, a pet project of former BBC executive and Labour minister James Purnell, is an 

expansionist strand launched in 2018 which has grown into a catalogue of  599 short films 

produced to be of interest to those with ôcurious mindsõ. The cost to the licence-fee payers of this 

content extravaganza is unknown, but production companies receive up to £1,200 per minute 

of published film.   

How does this translate? There is a bewildering array of topics ranging from going to the toilet 

wrongly to an alleged solution to Arab sexism and the difficulties of being a woman with a 

beard. In terms of broad subject matter,  it covers areas such as  history, psychology, science, 

sociology, politics, philosophy and environmentalism.   

Entering this world of more than 37 hours of content would, however, be a shock to many - if not 

the majority - of licence fee payers. 43% of the films are apolitical and broadly informative in 

tone, but 57% are agenda-driven and deeply biased in favour of  liberal-left viewpoints, 

political themes and social concerns. Many of the BBC Ideas titles can only be described as 

highly partisan assaults on British values and conservatism. 

The films convey ideas in which terrorism can be explained because perpetrators are victims of 

inequality; where white history is written as the murderous imposition of oppression by the United 

Kingdom and the West; where racism is out of control and white oppressors are not even aware 

of it; where injustice towards women remains rampant; where the physically and mentally 

handicapped are victimised and deprived of sufficient state help; where õnationalismõ (in 

countries such as the UK)  should be abolished;  and where the allegedly proven threat of climate 

change is so dangerous that drastic measures such as the ending of capitalism or the banning of 

the car are essential. 

Conversely, users of the Ideas catalogue have to search very hard to find much which 

communicates the perspective of conservative thinkers and ideas  Almost completely missing, for 
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example, are titles which celebrate British values and achievements: the creation of the rule of 

law and wealth through trade, the Industrial Revolution1, pioneering of scientific inquiry, the 

abolition of slavery and slave trading ahead of the rest of the world, the spreading of Christian 

ethics and values, and of Britain spearheading the defeat of National Socialism in Germany.  

Nor is it mentioned that  the 20th century witnessed a massive boost to agricultural productivity 

which means that smallest proportion in history of the global human population is suffering from 

malnutrition.    

Put bluntly, BBC Ideas casts its host nation as a continuing menace to the rest of the world and 

rotten to the core. As for the future, the main  hopes are the abandonment of capitalism and a 

revolution, in line with post-modern critical theory and the most extreme demands of the Green 

lobby.  The catalogue reveals, in sharp relief, that the Corporation is acting as a political 

campaigner, rather than a public service broadcaster bringing to audience attention a broad 

array of views and perspectives.  

 

  

 

1 There is mention in one video that the understanding of the important laws of thermodynamics stimulated the development of 
engineering but three other points on the subject were negative.  
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

This survey investigates whether the BBC Ideas catalogue2 is properly impartial and offers 

distinctive content to the licence-fee payer under the terms of the Corporationõs Mission and 

Public Purposes. The compiling of the report involved viewing, logging and transcribing all 

titles released as part of the BBC Ideas catalogue as of January 11, 2021, the third 

anniversary of the strandõs launch.  

An overview of the catalogue is presented at section 1.2 in this survey and the full list is in 

Appendix I.  In summary, the BBC Ideas collection contains 599 films with an average running 

time of 3 minutes 42 seconds and a combined duration of 37 hours 13 minutes. A document 

containing full transcripts ð amounting to 371,000 words ð is available on the News-watch 

website.3 

The content of the films is hugely eclectic. Section 2.3 details that the most prominent subjects 

(often more than one per video) include history, politics, sociology, science, gender, technology, 

arts, health, environment, philosophy and religion.  

Key findings include: 

¶ News-watchõs analysis of the 599 films reveals that 345 carry agenda-driven content, 

and the vast majority of these (320) demonstrate a clear bias towards the liberal-left 

perspective. Only 10 are clearly conservatively-themed, with a further 15 having 

incidental mention of conservative ideas. The catalogue as a whole is thus very heavily 

biased.  

¶ Partisan political points are made frequently and without adequate challenge or 

balance, either within the context of a particular film, or elsewhere within the collection 

as a whole.  

¶ Most of the bias relates to environmentalism/climate change (the Green agenda), 

racism, feminism, gender, history and diversity. There is also clear evidence of the 

influence of postmodern Critical Theory, Social Justice Scholarship and the ôwokeõ 

perspective. These are fiercely contested beliefs and it is imperative that BBC Ideas 

handles them equitably and subjects them to sufficient challenge. However, the structure 

 

2 https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/videos 
3 https://news-watch.co.uk/bbc-ideas-transcripts/ 
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of the strand (often single presenters delivering monologues) means that controversial ð 

and sometimes extreme ð opinion goes widely unchecked.   

¶ This new BBC service is skewed towards ideas which demand the tearing down of the 

traditional values and standards of the nation which it serves. The BBC is therefore in 

breach of its first Public Purpose, which commits the Corporation to delivering ôdue 

impartialityõ in factual programming.4 The BBC interpretation of ôdueõ impartialityõ now 

seems in practice to mean that in editorial practice  ôconservativeõ opinion should merit 

only around 7% percent of the politically-related content. This means that the BBC has 

become, in effect,  a campaigner for liberal-left values.  

¶ The BBC has a commitment, under its third Public Purpose, to provide ôhigh-qualityõ 

services which are ôdistinctive from those provided elsewhereõ. However, this report 

reveals that BBC Ideas is effectively a facsimile of American news network CNNõs ôGreat 

Big Storiesõ offshoot, which published around 2,700 similar micro-documentaries on its 

YouTube Channel and on Facebook in the five years between its launch in 2015 and 

demise (because it was not commercially viable)  in 2020. The Ted talks charity has also 

provided similar material for almost 20 years since it became practical to distribute 

video material via the internet. 

¶ This survey raises a number of significant questions for the BBC: precisely what 

safeguards are in place to ensure ongoing balance and impartiality within the strand 

and within the wider promotion of individual films on social media? In titles dealing with 

controversial issues, why is so little ôconservativeõ content included? Are the BBC Ideas 

team aware of the clear imbalance towards specific political opinions that has 

accumulated over time and what measures are currently in place to ensure a broad 

range of opinion is included within the strand? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4 https://www.bbc.com/aboutthebbc/governance/mission 
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PART ONE: MONITORING STATISTICS 
 

Though the BBC tries hard to disguise its biases, they shape its views on every issue. The BBC 

quite clearly champions certain ideas and campaigns and gives them prominence and 

favourable treatment. The BBC has used this great power to help effect a social revolution in 

Britain over the past 40 years and more. And the country we live in now, the culture we 

inhabit has been shaped and formed like clay on the BBC Potterõs Wheel. I can list some of 

those areas where the BBC follows an explicit agenda: the promotion of multiculturalism, 

which is central to its core belief, as is feminism, which is treated as an unquestionable good. 

Climate change, in which the corporation devoutly believes. Secularism ð the BBC considers 

all religion to be superstition and seems to have a particular animus against Christianity. 

Socialism and the public sector ð the BBC generally starts from the position ôpublic good, 

private badõ. And Donald Trump, against whom the BBC has mounted a four year-long 

campaign of smears and detractions. I could go on, but I donõt want to weary you and 

anyway, you can probably work it out for yourselves.  

Robin Aitken, former BBC Journalist, New Culture Forum5 

1.1 The BBC and its Charter Responsibilities on ôImpartialityõ and ôDistinctivenessõ 

The BBC is the UKõs national public service broadcaster, established under a Royal Charter6 and 

operating under an Agreement with the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media and 

Sport.7 The Royal Charter is renewed every ten years. The BBC has a significant audience both 

in the UK and globally8, and its funding primarily derives from a compulsory £157.50 licence 

fee charged annually to UK households, supplemented by revenue from the BBCõs commercial 

subsidiaries. This generates an annual income of approximately £3.7 billion9 and effectively 

insulates the Corporation from the financial pressures experienced by its commercial rivals, who 

are generally dependent on advertising revenues or subscription. In return for its unique funding 

arrangement, the BBC is tasked with providing audiences with a service of wide appeal, and 

delivering on its mission, ôto act in the public interest, serving all audiences through the provision 

of impartial, high-quality and distinctive output and services which inform, educate and 

entertainõ.10  

The Royal Charter sets out the five Public Purposes to which the Corporation must adhere:   

 

5 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yiwOguRX560  
6 From 1922 the BBC operated as the British Broadcasting Company, before being granted its Royal Charter in 1927. The 
Charter is renewed each decade, itõs latest iteration is here: 
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/about/how_we_govern/2016/charter.pdf  
7 http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/about/how_we_govern/2016/agreement.pdf  
8 https://downloads.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/reports/annualreport/2018-19.pdf p.167. In the UK, 91% of adults engage with 
BBC TV, Radio or Online each week, and in June 2019 it was reported that World Service English and BBC World News TV had 
increased their joint audience reach to a record high of 426 million per week. 
9 https://www.statista.com/statistics/284709/bbc-s-annual-income-in-the-united-kingdom-uk-by-source/  
10 https://www.bbc.com/aboutthebbc/governance/charter 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yiwOguRX560
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/about/how_we_govern/2016/charter.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/about/how_we_govern/2016/agreement.pdf
https://downloads.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/reports/annualreport/2018-19.pdf
https://www.statista.com/statistics/284709/bbc-s-annual-income-in-the-united-kingdom-uk-by-source/
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1. To provide impartial news and information to help people understand and engage 

with the world around them 

The BBC should provide duly accurate and impartial news, current affairs and factual 

programming to build peopleõs understanding of all parts of the United Kingdom and of 

the wider world. Its content should be provided to the highest editorial standards. It should 

offer a range and depth of analysis and content not widely available from other United 

Kingdom news providers, using the highest calibre presenters and journalists, and 

championing freedom of expression, so that all audiences can engage fully with major 

local, regional, national, United Kingdom and global issues and participate in the 

democratic process, at all levels, as active and informed citizens. 

2. To support learning for people of all ages 

The BBC should help everyone learn about different subjects in ways they will find 

accessible, engaging, inspiring and challenging. The BBC should provide specialist 

educational content to help support learning for children and teenagers across the United 

Kingdom. It should encourage people to explore new subjects and participate in new 

activities through partnerships with educational, sporting and cultural institutions. 

3. To show the most creative, highest quality and distinctive output and services 

The BBC should provide high-quality output in many different genres and across a range 

of services and platforms which sets the standard in the United Kingdom and 

internationally. Its services should be distinctive from those provided elsewhere and should 

take creative risks, even if not all succeed, in order to develop fresh approaches and 

innovative content. 

4. To reflect, represent and serve the diverse communities of all of the United 

Kingdomõs nations and regions and, in doing so, support the creative economy across 

the United Kingdom 

The BBC should reflect the diversity of the United Kingdom both in its output and services. 

In doing so, the BBC should accurately and authentically represent and portray the lives 

of the people of the United Kingdom today, and raise awareness of the different cultures 

and alternative viewpoints that make up its society. It should ensure that it provides output 

and services that meet the needs of the United Kingdomõs nations, regions and communities. 

The BBC should bring people together for shared experiences and help contribute to the 

social cohesion and wellbeing of the United Kingdom. In commissioning and delivering 

output the BBC should invest in the creative economies of each of the nations and contribute 

to their development. 

5. To reflect the United Kingdom, its culture and values to the world 

The BBC should provide high-quality news coverage to international audiences, firmly 

based on British values of accuracy, impartiality, and fairness. Its international services 

should put the United Kingdom in a world context, aiding understanding of the United 

Kingdom as a whole, including its nations and regions where appropriate. It should ensure 

that it produces output and services which will be enjoyed by people in the United 

Kingdom and globally.11 

 

11 https://www.bbc.com/aboutthebbc/governance/mission  

https://www.bbc.com/aboutthebbc/governance/mission
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The 2017 revision of the Royal Charter moved oversight from the BBC Trust to the BBC Board, 

and charged the new body with ensuring that the BBC delivers its Mission and Public Purposes, 

while regulatory responsibility passed to Ofcom, the ôfirst external, independent regulatorõ in 

the Corporationõs history, responsible for ôholding the BBCõs performance and editorial standards 

to accountõ12 by providing ôrobust, fair and independent regulationõ13 

Since taking on its new role, Ofcom has issued three Annual Reports14 assessing the BBCõs 

performance within its market context, its impact on competition and the Corporationõs adherence 

to its editorial standards.15 Supplementary research has also been undertaken into specific 

areas, for example News and Current Affairs16 and the public perceptions of the BBC with a 

particular focus on the question of ôdistinctivenessõ17. This has enlisted a range of quantitative 

and qualitative measures including content analysis18, smart phone usage analysis19, surveys20, 

opinion polling21 and focus group discussions.22 

Ofcomõs report into the ôdistinctivenessõ of the BBCõs output, published in the summer of 2017 

found that the BBC was ôfelt to be distinctive in terms of both its character and contentõ, with 

focus groups identifying the Corporation as a British institution, unique in terms of its funding and 

remit, and also distinctive for, ôthe quality of its output, its reliability, and its professional tone.õ23 

However, the report also found: ôThe BBC was not generally considered distinctive in terms of 

being fresh, new and innovative and a creative risk takerõ24 and this attitude was particularly 

prevalent among younger participants in the focus group who believed the BBC needed to do 

more to produce more cutting-edge content than is available through competitors such as Netflix, 

Amazon Prime and Channel 4.25 

However, the most recent Ofcom News Consumption Survey, published in August 2020 indicated 

that audiences rate the BBC poorly with regards to its first Public Purpose, with the BBC 

positioned lowest among seven major broadcasters, with just 58% of those polled believing the 

 

12 https://www.ofcom.org.uk/about-ofcom/latest/media/media-releases/2017/ofcom-becomes-the-first-independent,-external-
regulator-of-the-bbc-today  
13 https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/124422/BBC-annual-report.pdf  
14 The three Annual Reports are:  https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/124422/BBC-annual-report.pdf  
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/173735/second-bbc-annual-report.pdf 
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/207228/third -bbc-annual-report.pdf  
15 https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/124422/BBC-annual-report.pdf  
16 https://www.ofcom.org.uk/tv-radio-and-on-demand/information-for-industry/bbc-operating-framework/performance/review-
bbc-news-current-affairs  
17 https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-and-data/tv -radio-and-on-demand/tv-research/bbc-distinctiveness-report  
18 For example, Cardiff School of Journalism Media and Cultureõs research into ôThe Range and Depth of BBC News and Current 
Affairs: A Content Analysisõ https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/174205/bbc-news-review-content-
analysis-full-report.pdf 
19 https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/174086/bbc-news-review-kantar-summary-report.pdf  
20 https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0013/201316/news-consumption-2020-report.pdf  
21 https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/104557/bbc-distinctiveness-research.pdf  
22 https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/102958/bbc-distinctiveness-ipsos-mori.pdf  
23 https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/102958/bbc-distinctiveness-ipsos-mori.pdf p.3  
24 Ibid.  
25 Ibid. p.30 

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/about-ofcom/latest/media/media-releases/2017/ofcom-becomes-the-first-independent,-external-regulator-of-the-bbc-today
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/about-ofcom/latest/media/media-releases/2017/ofcom-becomes-the-first-independent,-external-regulator-of-the-bbc-today
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/124422/BBC-annual-report.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/124422/BBC-annual-report.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/173735/second-bbc-annual-report.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/207228/third-bbc-annual-report.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0015/124422/BBC-annual-report.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/tv-radio-and-on-demand/information-for-industry/bbc-operating-framework/performance/review-bbc-news-current-affairs
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/tv-radio-and-on-demand/information-for-industry/bbc-operating-framework/performance/review-bbc-news-current-affairs
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/research-and-data/tv-radio-and-on-demand/tv-research/bbc-distinctiveness-report
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/174205/bbc-news-review-content-analysis-full-report.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0019/174205/bbc-news-review-content-analysis-full-report.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0026/174086/bbc-news-review-kantar-summary-report.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0013/201316/news-consumption-2020-report.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0022/104557/bbc-distinctiveness-research.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/102958/bbc-distinctiveness-ipsos-mori.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0025/102958/bbc-distinctiveness-ipsos-mori.pdf
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Corporationõs news and current affairs coverage to be impartial. This was lower than CNN 

(77%), Al Jazeera (69%) Sky News (69%), Channel 4 (66%), ITV (63%) and Channel 5 (61%).26 

The survey also saw a decline in the proportion who believed BBC news and current affairs 

offers ôa range of opinionsõ, falling to 63% from 66% when the question had been asked a year 

previously27, and positioning the BBC sixth of the seven news providers.28 Other metrics support 

these findings: Ofcomõs own Performance Tracker, referenced in the third Annual Report, found 

that only 54% of UK adults believed the BBC provides news that is impartial.29  

In June 2020 it was announced that BBC senior executive Tim Davie was to be appointed Director 

General of the BBC, replacing Lord Tony Hall.30 On accepting the role he stated, ôOur mission 

has never been more relevant, important or necessary. I have a deep commitment to content of 

the highest quality and impartiality.õ31 In September 2020, Mr Davie announced that he would 

prepare to sack presenters who breached impartiality guidelines on social media and in some 

cases might ask staff to suspend their Twitter accounts if they wanted to continue working for the 

BBC.32 The following month, a guidance note was issued to staff clarifying the BBCõs position on 

impartiality, professional judgement and public expression of opinion. It stated: 

Impartiality should never been seen as a restriction, or as an inconvenience or 

anachronism. Accuracy, evidence, facts, transparency and informed judgements are 

constituent parts of an impartial approachó and the current oversupply of opinion and 

comment. Impartiality properly understood can support those confronted with difficult 

editorial judgements which can be particularly complex when dealing with causes which 

drive towards moral judgements. 

Research conducted by YouGov for The Times, published on 2 January 2021, found that 44% 

of the public believe the BBC represents their values badly, and this was particularly pronounced 

in the north of England (51%) and Scotland (47%). Among those who voted for Brexit, the 

YouGov poll showed that 58% were unhappy with the overall stance of the Corporation.33 Only 

4% of respondents believed the BBCõs values had become more like theirs over the last year, a 

full third believed that its values had become less like theirs.34  

This points to an obvious tension: the BBC is chasing an increasingly disinterested younger 

demographic, while simultaneously alienating a significant part of its traditional, core audience.  

 

26 https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0013/201316/news-consumption-2020-report.pdf  p.73. The BBC was 
also the only provider to record a fall in audience perception of impartiality, compared with Ofcomõs 2019 survey, down   
27 https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0027/157914/uk-news-consumption-2019-report.pdf  p.74 The 2019 
News Consumption Survey did not include Al Jazeera in this question.    
28 The responses for the proportion who believed the service offered ôa range of opinionsõ was as follows:  CNN (82%), Sky News 
(74%), Al Jazeera (70%), Channel 4 (68%), ITV (67%), BBC (63%) and Channel 5 (60%)  
29 https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/207228/third-bbc-annual-report.pdf  p.31 
30 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-52933648  
31 Ibid. 
32 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-54263754  
33 https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/half-of-britons-feel-the-bbc-does-not-share-their-values-
gm0z9cfxf?clickref=1101ldkvZLnq&utm_medium=affiliates&utm_source=partnerize  
34 Ibid. 

https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0013/201316/news-consumption-2020-report.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0027/157914/uk-news-consumption-2019-report.pdf
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/__data/assets/pdf_file/0021/207228/third-bbc-annual-report.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-52933648
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/entertainment-arts-54263754
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/half-of-britons-feel-the-bbc-does-not-share-their-values-gm0z9cfxf?clickref=1101ldkvZLnq&utm_medium=affiliates&utm_source=partnerize
https://www.thetimes.co.uk/article/half-of-britons-feel-the-bbc-does-not-share-their-values-gm0z9cfxf?clickref=1101ldkvZLnq&utm_medium=affiliates&utm_source=partnerize
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1.2 BBC Ideas 

BBC Ideas launched on 11 January 2018 as an ôexciting new short-form digital video projectõ 

with the strapline, ôshort films for curious mindsõ,35 with a mission to ôimprove every userõs critical 

thinking skills.õ36 Its genesis lay further back, in a document entitled British Bold Creative published 

in 2015 ahead of the BBCõs Charter Review.37 The paper noted that the BBC had created the 

World Service in the 20th century as ôa democratic gift to the worldõ, and in this new century, 

ôwe should offer the world another gift of similar value: the Ideas Service.õ  

It would also make the most of the BBCõs rich archive heritageñfrom speech radio to our 

television collectionsñand open it up for others. For curious audiences around the world, 

the BBC would create and manage an online platform that, working with partners, would 

provide the gold standard in accuracy, breadth, depth, debate and revelation. It would 

offer audiences the thrill of discovery and the reassurance of reliability 

In a blog post in July 2017, BBC Ideas product lead Lloyd Shephard explained how his team 

had ôbeen talking about what this service might beõ and were now building it.38 

The BBC Ideas films are hosted on a dedicated area of the BBC website and content can be 

accessed directly from a main landing page39, through an A-Z directory40, or by way of a 

collection of subject-specific ôplaylistsõ41.  The majority of films are three to four minutes in length 

and span a dizzying breadth of subject matter, theme and tone. Some draw inspiration from 

traditional academic disciplines such as history, literature, psychology or science; others 

concentrate on contemporary social issues: the environment, race, gender, sexuality, disability. 

A proportion pose direct questions of its audience42, or offer instructions on how to navigate a 

particular facet of contemporary life.43 Subjects range from the weighty to the trivial44; some 

films are serious, others comedic, some mirror traditional long-form documentaries and include 

a range of contributors, others feature just a single narrator or on-screen captions.  

The films are a mixture of repurposed BBC content from specific programmes, channels and 

departments, along with new shorts developed by independent production houses, animators 

and freelancers, who are paid between £1000 to £1,200 per minute of completed film.45 The 

 

35 https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/aboutthebbc/entries/9f0e2582-3b0d-4cec-9afe-015b0aacdde6  
36 https://medium.com/bbc-ideas/why-make-bbc-ideas-part-1-of-3-1b0cc94b5289  
37 https://downloads.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/reports/pdf/futureofthebbc2015.pdf  
38 https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/bbcideas/entries/c0bac191-6cbd-4841-98a0-e438ed22f00b  
39 https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/  
40 https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/videos  
41 https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists  
42 Exactly a third of the films pose a question. For example: ôCan fashion ever be sustainable?õ, ôAre fairy tales sexist?õ or 
ôHomelessness ð is it time for a radical rethink?õ 
43 34 of the 599 films were framed as ôHow toéõ advice. For example: ôHow to make sure your emails actually get readõ, ôHow to 
fix your relationship - and when to stop tryingõ or, ôHow to avoid emotional burnout.õ 
44 From a complex deconstruction of post-war geopolitics (ôThe Heartland Theoryõ) to a flight of fancy by a presenter of BBC2õs 
Newsnight ôEmily Maitlis: My best idea? Luminous sewing needles!õ 
45 https://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/bbc-ideas  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/aboutthebbc/entries/9f0e2582-3b0d-4cec-9afe-015b0aacdde6
https://medium.com/bbc-ideas/why-make-bbc-ideas-part-1-of-3-1b0cc94b5289
https://downloads.bbc.co.uk/aboutthebbc/reports/pdf/futureofthebbc2015.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/bbcideas/entries/c0bac191-6cbd-4841-98a0-e438ed22f00b
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/videos
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists
https://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/bbc-ideas
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strandõs commissioning page explains that it is ôvery keen to encourage creative and original 

approaches and treatments, and is interested in new, fresh, diverse voices and talent - among 

both its contributors and filmmakers.õ It suggests that films should ôstrike some kind of 

contemporary nerve or feel somehow zeitgeist-yõ with a ôgrabbyõ first ten seconds and should 

be optimised for viewing on mobile devices.  Its target audience is 18 to 45 year olds46 with 

ôspare moments of the day ð like commuting or lunchtimeõ47 and is described in these terms:  

They are primarily based in the UK, but are digital-savvy, global in their outlook, curious 

about the world, and their place in it. They want to spend their time online wisely. We 

want them to come away from watching a BBC ideas film having learnt something new, 

or been exposed to a fresh perspective. Our audience loves content that is counter-

intuitive, surprising, funny, and thought provoking. And also practical ideas they can apply 

to themselves to help get ahead in the world. They care about expertise and accuracy - 

and expect this from the BBC - but they donõt like things that feel too academic or dry. 

They are keen on hearing from a diverse range of people. Passion, pace and enthusiasm 

are important. 

BBC Ideas also curates its own YouTube Channel48, administrates Twitter49 and Facebook50 

accounts and the strand been widely promoted through advertising and discussion on BBC 

terrestrial radio and TV channels.  The BBC Ideas commissioning page also notes that content 

ômay be promoted through the BBC News website.õ51  

People in the strandõs orbit include producer Dylan Haskins, who previously stood for Parliament 

in Ireland52 and referred to the day after the Brexit referendum as ôdevastating news to wake 

up toõ;  Inma Gil Rosendo, content manager for the BBC Ideas YouTube Channel, who retweeted 

a Michael Heseltine video in which he called Brexit òA betrayal to the young generationsõ and 

appended òI would add and the future ones, like my own daughters. Sad indeed, #Brexit 

#Brexitshamblesó53; and Rebecca Hendin, BBC Ideas in-house illustrator/animator between 

March 2018 and October 2019 who tweeted during her tenure: òThrowback to this illustration 

series from four long Decembers ago. When the world was fresh and naïve, Brexit was a mere 

glimmer in [comic-book genocidal supervillain] Thanosõs eye, Trump was but a small bleating calf 

floating in a piss bucket and I wasé drawing the same weird shit, but with more crows.ó54  

 

46 Ibid. Although pre-launch blogposts on the development of the curation system for BBC Ideas suggested a narrower target 
audience of 25ð44: https://medium.com/bbc-ideas/a-new-way-of-curating-80907c0e498f  
47 https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/aboutthebbc/entries/9f0e2582-3b0d-4cec-9afe-015b0aacdde6  
48 https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDYT9mM3L_ByrPYMyl0MGGg  
49 https://twitter.com/bbcideas  
50 https://www.facebook.com/watch/1143803202301544/464201083988983/  
51 https://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/bbc-ideas  
52 https://www.thejournal.ie/haskins-to-donate-refunded-election-expenses-to-charities-and-good-causes-348867-Feb2012/  
53 https://twitter.com/inma_gil/status/1073508259007467520  
54 https://twitter.com/HendinArts/status/1075071320654835713  

https://medium.com/bbc-ideas/a-new-way-of-curating-80907c0e498f
https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/aboutthebbc/entries/9f0e2582-3b0d-4cec-9afe-015b0aacdde6
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCDYT9mM3L_ByrPYMyl0MGGg
https://twitter.com/bbcideas
https://www.facebook.com/watch/1143803202301544/464201083988983/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/bbc-ideas
https://www.thejournal.ie/haskins-to-donate-refunded-election-expenses-to-charities-and-good-causes-348867-Feb2012/
https://twitter.com/inma_gil/status/1073508259007467520
https://twitter.com/HendinArts/status/1075071320654835713
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In 2019 BBC Ideas received a Webby Award in the Public Service & Activism category,55 The 

Webby Awards define ôactivismõ as ôfacilitating political change, social movement, human rights, 

public education and reform, or revolution.õ56  

1.3 News-watch  

News-watch has been systematically monitoring the BBCõs news and current affairs output since 

1999, focusing primarily on the Corporationõs coverage of the EU and, latterly, the Brexit 

referendum and the negotiations surrounding the UKõs departure. News-watch has provided 

written and oral evidence to the BBC and its various regulators57 to the European Scrutiny 

Committee in the House of Commons58, and undertaken work for think tanks including Civitas59 

and the Institute for Economic Affairs.60 

News-watchõs methodology is based on established academic principles and deploys both 

quantitative and qualitative components to allow for detailed analyses of media texts.61  

1.4 Project Overview 

On 7 October 2020 News-watch began reviewing, cataloguing and fully transcribing all content 

published online by BBC Ideas. By the surveyõs end, on the third anniversary of the serviceõs 

launch, 11 January 2021, this amounted to 599 individual films62 with a combined running time 

of 37 hours 13 minutes, generating over 371,000 words of transcription.63  

Information was gathered from the BBC Ideas website and from within the films themselves, and 

collated into a bespoke database to enable coding and analysis. This included: title, date of 

 

55 https://winners.webbyawards.com/2019/video/video-series-channels/public-service-activism-video-series-
channels/79813/bbc-ideas-short-films-for-curious-minds.  
56 https://winners.webbyawards.com/winners/websites/general-websites/activism  
57 Including written evidence to the 2005 Wilson Report, 
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/our_work/govs/independentpanelreport.pdf  ; oral evidence to the 2013 
Prebble Report, http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/our_work/breadth_opinion/breadth_opinion.pdf ; and a 
written submission to the BBC Trustõs consultation on the BBCõs editorial guidelines for the 2016 Referendum on British membership 
of the EU. 
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/our_work/referendum_guidelines/2016/referendum_guidelines_consultati
on.pdf  
58 https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmselect/cmeuleg/109/130313.htm  
59 http://www.civitas.org.uk/pdf/impartialityatthebbc.pdf and 
http://www.civitas.org.uk/content/files/brusselsbroadcastingcorporation.pdf  
60 News-watch monitored 976 editions of Radio 4õs Thought for the Day for a chapter in the following book: 
https://iea.org.uk/publications/research/in-focus-the-case-for-privatising-the-bbc  
61 As with previous work by News-watch, the approach is based firmly on methodology outlined by researchers from 
Loughborough University in: Deacon et al, Researching Communications, London, Arnold, 1999.  
62 Between the start of News-watchõs monitoring processes on 7 October 2020 and the culmination of the transcription phase on 
11 January 2021, seven new films were added to the BBC Ideas website: ôThree tips to help you through redundancyõ; ôHow I 
deal with microaggressions at workõ; ôHow one woman's 'immortal' cells changed the worldõ; ôThe girl who changed the world with 
an acornõ; ôHow racial stereotypes shape how we see the worldõ; 'Does the Universe have Hidden Dimensions?'; and 'Why soil is 
one of the most amazing things on Earth?' Two films were removed: ôShould there be limits to free speech?õ and ôHow do you 
define a decade?õ All nine are included in this analysis. 
63 Transcripts of 127 films were already made available online by BBC Ideas, published on the landing page for some of the 
films. News-watch checked each against the source video for accuracy and consistency of formatting, and transcribed the 
remaining 472 films individually.  

https://winners.webbyawards.com/2019/video/video-series-channels/public-service-activism-video-series-channels/79813/bbc-ideas-short-films-for-curious-minds
https://winners.webbyawards.com/2019/video/video-series-channels/public-service-activism-video-series-channels/79813/bbc-ideas-short-films-for-curious-minds
https://winners.webbyawards.com/winners/websites/general-websites/activism
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/our_work/govs/independentpanelreport.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/our_work/breadth_opinion/breadth_opinion.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/our_work/referendum_guidelines/2016/referendum_guidelines_consultation.pdf
http://downloads.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/assets/files/pdf/our_work/referendum_guidelines/2016/referendum_guidelines_consultation.pdf
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmselect/cmeuleg/109/130313.htm
http://www.civitas.org.uk/pdf/impartialityatthebbc.pdf
http://www.civitas.org.uk/content/files/brusselsbroadcastingcorporation.pdf
https://iea.org.uk/publications/research/in-focus-the-case-for-privatising-the-bbc
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publication, number of views64, information on narrators and contributors, co-production credits 

and theme.  

For the purposes of this survey, News-watch has appended a sequentially numbered prefix to 

each film, to allow for easier cross-referencing, based on the order in the A-Z List65 on the BBC 

Ideas website (although this list varies in places from strict alphabetical order). The full list is in 

Appendix I of this document, and the full transcripts of the 599 films is available as a separate 

document on the News-watch website.66 

The 599 films published by BBC Ideas were viewed in their entirety, transcribed and analysed. 

News-watch investigated which themes and viewpoints were given prominence by the strand 

and which were being downplayed or excluded. Close attention was also paid to the BBCõs 

obligations under its Charter and Agreement, and in particular its first Public Purpose to ensure 

due impartiality, its third Public Purpose to deliver services which are ôdistinctive from those 

provided elsewhereõ and its fourth Public Purpose to ôhelp contribute to the social cohesion and 

wellbeing of the United Kingdom.õ 

1.5 The Full Sample 

The 599 BBC Ideas films hosted on the website had an average duration of 3 minutes and 42 

seconds although these ranged from just 47 seconds (ôWhat Stephen Hawking thought about his 

Simpsons cameoõ) to 14 minutes 2 seconds (ôCan social media actually be good for us?õ) 

At midday on 11 January 2021, the third anniversary of the strandõs launch, the 599 films had 

between them received over 31 million views (31,420, 201). It is unclear what proportion of 

each film needs to be watched by a visitor to register an ôviewõ, although a blog post by the 

BBCõs Lloyd Shephard in April 2018, three months into the new serviceõs beta trial, noted that 

completion rates for films were ôhigh, often well over 80%õ, and that audiences were typically 

watching two videos per visit.67  

On average, each of the BBC Ideas digital shorts has received 52,454 views, although there 

are substantial variations in popularity between individual films, ranging from ôAre you going to 

the toilet wrong?õ with 537,100 views to ôThe day cyclists rule the roadsõ with just 194 views.  

The following tables show the ten most popular and ten least popular films, based on their total 

 

64 The number of views for each film was taken from the BBC Ideas website at midday on Monday 11 January 2020. The 
exception were 263. ôShould there be limits to free speech?õ, and 145. ôHow do you define a decade?õ as these films were 
removed at some point during the transcription process. In both cases, the number of views each film had before being taken down 
(3,700 and 16,400 respectively) were used for the purpose of the statistics. 
65 https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/videos One film, ôFive habits that hold women back at workõ was renamed by the BBC as ôFive 
habits holding you back from successõ between October and January, but it remained at the same position in the A-Z list.   
66 https://news-watch.co.uk/bbc-ideas-transcripts/  
67 https://medium.com/bbc-ideas/three-months-into-the-bbc-ideas-beta-what-have-we-learned-about-the-product-
a00110705a27   

https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/videos
https://news-watch.co.uk/bbc-ideas-transcripts/
https://medium.com/bbc-ideas/three-months-into-the-bbc-ideas-beta-what-have-we-learned-about-the-product-a00110705a27
https://medium.com/bbc-ideas/three-months-into-the-bbc-ideas-beta-what-have-we-learned-about-the-product-a00110705a27
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views. Appendix II expands these tables to show the 50 most popular and 50 least popular 

films: 

Table 1: Ten most popular BBC Ideas films (Total Views)  

No.  Title Duration Total Views 

41 Are you going to the toilet wrong? 02:36 537,100 

551 Why youõre tying your shoelaces all wrong 02:09 469,400 

568 Dying is not as bad as you thinkõ 03:49 307,400 

179 How to get on with someone you hate at work 04:06 276,600 

156 How one womanõs ôimmortalõ cells changed the world 07:48 274,200 

487 Which countries will hold the power in 20 yearsõ time? 02:56 257,900 

527 Why people are choosing to quit social media 04:06 242,200 

46 Britishisms: Know your mucker from your muppet? 02:43 238,100 

447 What is the fascination with the Illuminati conspiracy? 04:58 229,800 

108 Forget hygge: The laws that really rule in Scandinavia 05:11 226,000 

 

Table 2: Ten least popular BBC Ideas films (Total Views) 

No.  Title Duration Total Views 

301 The day cyclists rule the roads 03:20 194 

467 Whatõs it like to be a child in care? 04:09 213 

367 The simple recipe for a happy street 02:31 488 

157 How racial stereotypes shape how we see the world 04:07 495 

25 A solution for refugee suffering: Give them cash 04:17 503 

101 Five simple ways to sharpen your critical thinking 04:14 555 

26 A solution to Arab sexism: Teaching girls to fight back 02:09 593 

186 How to paint your city like a rainbow 03:05 601 

153 How one girlõs illness changed what a nation eats 03:37 790 

359 The school bringing a divided community together 03:39 920 

 

Of the ten least popular films, seven were produced by BBC World Hacks, one by BBC Writers 

Room, one by the Open University, and one had no attribution. Had all been commissioned 

externally, they would have cost between £35,000 and £42,000 in total, based on their running 

times and the standard BBC Ideas payments for commissioned films.68 This equates as a cost to 

the licence payer of between £6.54 and £7.85 per individual viewer, similar to the price of UK 

cinema admission for a full length feature film (£7.11 in 2019)69 and more expensive than a full 

monthõs basic subscription to Netflix (£5.99 in November 2020).70 

1.6 Views per Day 

Given the films were published by BBC Ideas at different points over the three years since 

launch, a second calculation was undertaken to account for this variable.  The total number of 

views for each film was divided by the number of days they had been online since the launch of 

 

68 https://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/bbc-ideas  
69 https://www.statista.com/statistics/285783/cinema-ticket-prices-average-annual-price-in-the-united-kingdom-uk/  
70 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-55563970  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/bbc-ideas
https://www.statista.com/statistics/285783/cinema-ticket-prices-average-annual-price-in-the-united-kingdom-uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-55563970


16 

 

BBC Ideas71, to produce a ôviews per dayõ metric for all 599 films. This calculation established 

that, on average, each film achieves 134 views per day.   

The ten and least popular films using this weighted measure are presented in the table below.  

(A more expansive list showing the 50 most and least popular is presented in Appendix II) 

Table 4. Most Popular BBC Ideas Films (Views Per Day) 

No.  Title Publication Date Duration Views per Day 

158 How safe is it to hack the ageing process? 06 January 2021 07:48 11,020 

156 How one womanõs ôimmortalõ cells changed the world 29 October 2020 05:33 3,705 

530 Why soil is one of the most amazing things on earth 03 December 2020 05:23 1,885 

348 The power of quiet leadership 23 December 2020 05:44 1,368 

41 Are you going to the toilet wrong? 10 September 2019 02:05 1,098 

283 The ancient mystery of the ôskeleton lakeõ 04 August 2020 02:55 1,014 

513 Why do we say ôcheersõ? 16 September 2020 03:50 904 

435 What happens to humans when we canõt touch? 05 October 2020 04:13 883 

322 The girl who changed the world with an acorn 16 October 2020 02:36 833 

399 What do our eyes say about us? 09 April 2020 04:27 779 

 

The film with the most views per day was, ôHow safe is it to hack the ageing process?õ, which had 

achieved over 11,000 views in the five days between its publication and the culmination of the 

News-watch survey on 11 January 2021.  Indeed, eight of the most popular films in this list were 

published relatively recently, perhaps indicative of an initial flurry of attention for new films 

which, over time, subsides.   

This metric also reveals that the popularity of a particular film might not necessarily represent 

an audience actively seeking out particular content, but that there is some correlation to how well 

it is promoted across the BBC, including on its social media channels, and to what extent a 

particular film might ôgo viralõ and thereby achieve relatively high viewing figures organically.72    

Table 4. Least Popular BBC Ideas Films (Views Per Day) 

No.  Title Publication Date Duration Views Per Day 

301 The day cyclists rule the roads 31 May 2017 03:20 0.15 

467 Whatõs it like to be a child in care? 03 December 2018 04:09 0.28 

25 A solution for refugee suffering: Give them cash 23 November 2016 04:17 0.33 

26 A solution to Arab sexism: Teaching girls to fight back 28 November 2016 02:09 0.39 

367 The simple recipe for a happy street 20 November 2017 02:31 0.43 

186 How to paint your city like a rainbow 25 October 2017 03:05 0.51 

153 How one girlõs illness changed what a nation eats 04 September 2017 03:37 0.64 

536 Why the term ôpopulismõ is dishonest 01 February 2017 02:22 0.66 

131 How Peru is solving its height problem 31 January 2017 04:07 0.69 

289 The bikes you can rent and leave anywhere 21 March 2017 01:46 0.79 

 

 

71 89 of the 594 films have a publication date that predates the launch of the BBC Ideas website on 11 January 2018. For the 
purpose of this calculation the launch date has been used, although if these films were hosted elsewhere previously, it is possible 
that their ôviewsõ may have been ôcarried overõ to the new service.  
72 Another possibility is that some of the films in this list may have appeared online in some other form before being published by 
BBC Ideas and carried over their cumulative views. This demonstrates that, in compiling and exploring this data, News-watch was 
reliant on the accuracy of the information presented on the BBC Ideas website. 
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As the table shows, those films with the least views per day mirror closely those with the lowest 

cumulative total views, as listed previously in Table 2.73 

The least popular film on the list was, again, ôThe day cyclists rule the roadõ a report from 

Santiago in Chile where many roads are closed to motorised traffic each Sunday to allow people 

to ride their bicycles freely.  This film achieved 0.15 views per day (approximately one view 

every six or seven days). None of the films Table 4 reached more than a single viewer per day.  

1.7 Presentational style 

The films in the BBC Ideas compendium were delivered using a range of formats and styles, 

broadly as follows:  

Captions: 122 of the 599 films (20%) used captioning to deliver their narration.  Captions 

served as explanatory bullet-points or were used to pose direct questions to interviewees.  In 

other films ð particularly those produced by BBC Archive ð the captions took on a full narrative 

role, providing explanatory information over live film or animation.    

Unnamed narrators: 106 films (18%) were presented by unnamed narrators, with no biographic 

details provided on the filmõs landing page. Some was presumably work undertaken by 

professional voice-over artists, but in other circumstances the lack of attribution appears to have 

been an omission: speakers who were credited in some films were uncredited on others.74 This 

inconsistency presents an issue: if audiences are unable to ascertain a narratorõs credentials or 

their partiality on a given theme, then these voices become, by default, the position of the BBC 

itself.  

Named narrators and Presentations to Camera: 293 films (49%) featured named narrators or 

were presentations directly to camera.75 These included think-pieces from a diverse range of 

contributors: scientists, writers, poets, broadcasters and journalists, sportspeople, comedians, 

historians, businesspeople and psychologists.  

These were in the proportions as illustrated in the chart below, with the full list available as 

Appendix III.76  

 

73 Three films in the earlier table, 157. ôHow racial stereotypes shape how we see the worldõ, 101. ôFive simple ways to sharpen 
your critical thinkingõ and 359. ôThe school bringing a divided community togetherõ were replaced by 536. ôWhy the term 
ôpopulismõ is dishonestõ; ôHow Peru is solving its height problemõ; and ôThe bikes you can rent and leave anywhere.õ 
74 For example, ôHow do you find direction in life?õ and ôA few life lessons from Buddhismõ appeared to be narrated by Neil 
MacGregor, former director of the British Museum, who narrated four other films in the BBC Ideas collection for which he did 
receive acknowledgement.  
75 11 films were presented jointly or in a three-handed format, resulting in 307 named narrators/presenters in total. 
76 20 of the guests were given multiple occupational descriptions by BBC Ideas,  for example Andrew Simms, ôauthor, academic and 
campaignerõ. In these cases the first listed profession or title was the one chosen for coding.  
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Authors and Poets were the most frequent narrators/presenters, with 52 of the films being 

fronted by individuals from this category. There was some overlap caused by the broad 

ôAcademicsõ category, given that BBC Ideas referred to some of its narrators and presenters 

only by their institution, rather than their particular discipline or scope of expertise.77 The 

ônotable individualsõ category was created to include all narrators and presenters who were 

speaking with regards to their own unique life experiences, for example Richard Simcott, a 

hyperpolyglot in ôThe Perks of Speaking 25õ language; Eugene Chaplin in, ôMy Father, Charlie 

Chaplinõ, or Harnaam Kaur, a woman whose medical condition causes her to grow excess hair, 

in ôIõm a woman with a beautiful beard.õ The least frequent category was ôReligionõ: with just one 

presenter, a Benedictine monk, Father Giles, in ôPrayer is the greatest freedom of allõ, although 

there one additional religious contribution from Elizabeth Oldfield of Theos, included in the ôThink 

Tanksõ category.  

BBC Journalists: 29 films (5%) were presented by BBC journalists or staff, including Alan Little, 

Melissa Hogenboom, Amol Rajan, Cherry Stewart-Czerkas, Kate Thistleton, Phil Tinline and 

Sophia Smith Galer. Also included were three prominent BBC presenters, Emily Maitlis, Jenni 

Murray and Jeremy Bowen, who spoke directly to camera about various ideas they had had 

during their lives.   

Traditional Documentary Style/Soundbites: 47 films (8%) were assembled using a combination 

of clips from various speakers, with no external narration. For example, ôGirls or boys - should 

 

77 For example, Professor Lars Chittka, a Professor of Sensory and Behavioural Ecology, was listed simply as ôQueen Mary University 
Londonõ by BBC ideas, and so he was placed into the general category of ôAcademicsõ along with 36 others. 
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toys just be toys?õ posed the question, ôWhy do we still have so much gendered stuff?õ and 

assembled parents, authors, psychologists and neuroimaging professors to deliver its message 

without overt narration. Similarly, ôAre fairy tales sexist? A childõs eye viewõ interviewed two 

young girls about gender stereotypes, and then documented a performance of their ôrole-

reversal fairy taleõ featuring ôa self-trained engineer princessõ to a class of even younger 

children, with no overarching narrative input aside from what the two older girls were saying.  

Debates: 2 films (0.3%) used the format of a debate between two opposing arguments.  The 

first was ôCan porn be ethical?õ, in which two feminist journalists, Sarah Ditum and Nichi Hodgson 

argued their respective positions in a face-to-face discussion.  The second, ôWhat if the UK 

legalised drugs?õ featured opposing opinions from Sue Pryce, University of Nottingham and 

Kevin Sabet, US Drugs Policy Adviser, although with both speakers simply delivering their points 

to camera, the ôdebateõ here was caused by editing and juxtaposition of related points, rather 

than through dialogue.  

1.8 Thematic categorisation 

News-watch coded each of the 599 according their theme, based primarily on the taxonomies 

established by the BBC Ideas website: in the text accompanying each film, in playlist descriptions, 

and in the launch and commissioning literature for the strand.78  

The majority of films bridged more than one academic area or thematic category ð in keeping 

with the BBC Ideas commissioning, which calls specifically for ôjuxtapositions of totally different 

worlds/disciplinesõ.79  

No limit was set on the number of categories that could be allotted to an individual film.  As 

such, 54 films (9%) were coded as having just one theme, the remaining 545 (91%) contained 

two or more themes. 

The film straddling the most categories was ôA brief history of memesõ, which traversed the 

subjects of History, Arts, Sociology, Psychology, Media, Science, Religion and Social Media. But 

this was an outlier within the wider dataset, on average each film was coded into 2.66 thematic 

categories.   

 

78 For example, the specific academic disciplines mentioned on the BBC Ideas commissioning page:  òIn terms of subject matter, the 
brief is wide - your idea could be inspired by the world of psychology, philosophy, science, anthropology, sociology, history, or 
just be something youõve always wondered about and are desperate to get to the bottom of.ó 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/bbc-ideas  
79 https://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/bbc-ideas  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/bbc-ideas
https://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/bbc-ideas
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News-watch did not attempt to apportion any relative weight to particular categories when films 

included more than one theme. The chart shows the 35 subjects covered by films in the BBC Ideas 

collection, and looks at the prevalence of each category within the sample of 599 films:   

 

The most frequent categorisation was ôHistoryõ, featuring in 188 of the 599 films (31%) A number 

of factors combined to make this the most common theme. First, there were films that were 

straightforwardly focused on specific historical periods, artefacts, people or events: for 

example, Neil McGregor from the British Museum discussing a 40,000 year old sculpture in 

ôWhat does the Lion Man tell us about humanity?õ, historian Simon Schama looking at an ancient 

civilisation in ôWelcome to Petra ð ôA little bit of heaven on earthõõ, or comedian Russel Kaneõs 

ôThree things you might not know about Queen Victoriaõ.   

Second, a significant proportion of films were created by BBC Archive, mainly repurposed 

footage from the BBCõs 20th century film and television library, including, ôSurviving nuclear war 

(with mattresses and baked beans)õ, ôWhen motorway services were the height of coolõ and ôHow 

we became obsessed with UFOs.õ As the next section explores in more detail, BBC Archive were 

the most prolific of the production companies ð both internal and external ð producing 42 of the 

599 films, 7% of the BBC Ideas collection.  
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Third, there were specific thematic strands with an historical focus.  Annie Gray, food historian, 

narrated 12 ôEdible historiesõ, examining the lineage of various items of food and drink, such as 

curry, coffee and sushi,80 while the playlist ôA brief history oféõ81 compiled 27 films on an 

assortment of subjects including: bombs, celebrity, media panics, psychedelic research, the 

nipple, ôthree pioneers who predicted climate changeõ and ôthe devious art of disinformationõ.  

Finally, it was commonplace for films to use history to provide breadth or context to a primary 

theme, for example in the areas of science, literature, technology or health; to explain the origins 

of a particular phrase, practice or tradition (ôWhy do we say ôcheersõ?õ, ôWhy do we cross our 

fingers for luck?õ); or to efforts to decide how history might intersect in some way with 

contemporary life, for example: ôLove and gender - a lesson from ancient Greece?õ, ôWhat 

would Simone de Beauvoir make of #MeToo?õ or ôWould George Orwell have had a 

smartphone?õ  

1.9 Production Companies 

Production information was collated from the individual landing pages of all 599 films published 

by BBC Ideas. No production credits were provided for 92 of the films. Of the remaining 507 

films, 250 (49%) were produced by BBC radio or television stations, specific departments or 

individual programmes and 257 (51%) were created by independent production companies or 

freelancers.  

The most prolific BBC department was BBC Archive, which produced 42 of the 599 films (7%), 

although if BBC World Service (26 films) and its offshoot BBC World Hacks82 (19 films) are 

combined, along with BBC Ideas/World co-productions (5 films), these represent 50 films, or 

8.4% of the BBC Ideas collection. 

The three most frequently commissioned independent production company was Somethinõ Else 

a content agency based in London and New York, founded in 1991 and regularly used by the 

BBC to produce programmes including Kermode and Mayoõs Film Review, Gardenersõ Question 

Time and BBC Radio 1õs Essential Mix. Somethinõ Else produced 45 BBC Ideas films alone and 

two in partnership with the Open University (7.9% of the total published BBC Ideas collection).  

26 were created for the playlist ôAn A-Z of -ismsõ, described on its landing page as, ôWriters, 

academics and thinkers share their takes on some of the worldõs most important ideas (plus a 

 

80 https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/edible-histories  
81 https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/a-brief-history-of  
82 The BBC World Hacks strand focuses on ôsolutions-focusedõ journalism, attempting to ôgo one stage furtherõ than providing 
accurate and impartial news, by ôoutlining challenges and talking to the people who are tackling themõ. Mary Hockaday, 
controller of BBC World Service provided examples: ôStories such as how people make water in Peru, deliver aid in Lebanon or 
train police in parts of the US to try and prevent fatal shootings. By focusing on solutions we can frame the news differently, make 
our journalism richer. Hard news has a tendency to treat people as victims. Hearing from agents of change reverses the telescope 
ð and often makes for great, inspiring stories.õ https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/aboutthebbc/entries/774bb190-a1d0-430c-9988-
3bc6585b8675  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/edible-histories
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/a-brief-history-of
https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/aboutthebbc/entries/774bb190-a1d0-430c-9988-3bc6585b8675
https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/aboutthebbc/entries/774bb190-a1d0-430c-9988-3bc6585b8675
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few fun ones).õ83 12 formed the basis of the aforementioned ôEdible Historiesõ series84 presented 

by food historian Annie Gray.  Other films included ôA radical vision for a new Africaõ by author 

and academic Kehinde Andrews; ôImagining a world without fossil fuelsõ by former UN Climate 

Chief Christiana Figueres and ôPutting penis envy in perspectiveõ by comedian Gráinne Maguire. 

Other production houses included Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper who supplied 21 films in 

total, and ITN Studios, who delivered 15 films. A full list of the various production companies 

and freelances who contributed material to BBC Ideas is provided as Appendix IV 

1.10 The YouTube Channel 

In October 2018, BBC Ideas drafted in Inma Gil Rosendo, researcher and producer at BBC 

World Service, to establish and curate its YouTube channel. At the time of compiling this report, 

the channel has 214,000 subscribers and has published 249 of the 599 films available on the 

main BBC Ideas website, along with a short commercial for BBC Ideas and a film ôWhy imposter 

syndrome can be a strengthõ, which was published on the YouTube Channel on 11 February 

2020,  but did not feature on the main BBC Ideas website when News-watch began its survey 

in October 2020, for reasons unknown. Both are included in the supplementary transcript 

document, available on the News-watch website (numbers 600 and 601).85 

Of the 249 films, 104 were listed on the YouTube Channel under the same name as on the BBC 

Ideas website, but 145 underwent at least some form of retitling in the process, perhaps to make 

them sound more appealing to audiences. (For example, ôStop telling me Iõm speeding in my 

wheelchair!õ became the less aggressively-titled ôTalking about disability is easier than you 

thinkõ86).  

In assessing the data, News-watch found a clear correlation between the popularity of films on 

the BBC Ideas website and the likelihood of their inclusion on the BBC Ideas YouTube channel. 

Of the 150 films with the most views-per-day on the BBC Ideas website, 112 (75%) also 

featured on the YouTube channel. Conversely, of the 150 films with the least views-per-day, 

only five (3%) featured on YouTube.  However, the data show that viewing figures are not the 

only determinant. There is an element of direct curation ð otherwise, the 249 YouTube films 

would exactly mirror the 249 most popular clips on the main BBC Ideas website.   

To investigate this further the five films with poorest viewing figures on the BBC Ideas website 

that were included on the YouTube channel were assessed in more detail.  They were as follows: 

 

83 https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/the-a-z-of-isms  
84 https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/edible-histories  
85 https://news-watch.co.uk/bbc-ideas-transcripts/  
86 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6WbVV71sF7E  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/the-a-z-of-isms
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/edible-histories
https://news-watch.co.uk/bbc-ideas-transcripts/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6WbVV71sF7E
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What would Simone de Beauvoir make of #MeToo?:  The film was published by BBC Ideas on 

26 March 2019 and is 483rd most popular of the 599 BBC Ideas films, with 14.5 views per day 

(9500 total). The clip was produced by The Moment, and is included in the ôFeminism: The fight 

for equalityõ playlist. Feminist author Beatrix Campbell ð a former member of the Communist 

Party, of CND, and a Green Party candidate ð narrates.  The film gives an overview of de 

Beauvoirõs work, who Campbell refers to as ôicon of feminism and one of the great philosophers 

of the 20th centuryõ, and explores how she might have viewed the #MeToo movement that 

spread virally in October 2017 in the wake of abuse allegations against Hollywood producer 

Harvey Weinstein.  Over a fiery animated backdrop, including images of a woman being burnt 

at the stake, Campbell argues that de Beauvoir would have viewed #MeToo as a catalyst, 

eventually concluding: 

Yet for all its hope, #MeToo showed that women are still routinely treated as sexual 

objects. Equality seems far away. The World Economic Forum estimates that women wonõt 

get workplace equality for at least 200 years, if ever. De Beauvoir would ask, ôWhat 

about justice for me too, you, too? Will women still be blazing for justice when weõre all 

dead?õ 

A Radical Vision for a New Africa: The film, with a 14.6 views per day (14,800 total) is the 

480th most popular of the 594 video in the BBC Ideas roster.  It was made by the production 

company Somethinõ Else, first published on BBC Ideas on 5 April 2018 and appears as part of 

the ôReflections on Raceõ playlist. The clips features author and academic Kehinde Andrews 

setting out his vision for a ônewtopiaõ  

Rejecting Western development aid meant being free from the despotic economic control 

of the World Bank and International Monetary Fund. No more debt repayments, forced 

austerity or flooding of African markets with Western products. Africa never needed 

Western pity or foreign charities being paid to build wells, send blankets or provide 

malaria relief. Donating a tiny fraction of the money exploited from the continent may 

have eased collective Western guilt. But it did nothing to change the fact that the West 

was the problem in Africa. 

Finding a new normal - how to thrive as a stepfamily: With 16.5 views per day on average 

(9,600 views since its first publication on 11 June 2019) this film was the 467th most popular film 

on BBC Ideas.  It was produced as part of the 2019 Crossing Divides87 initiative in which teams 

across the BBC were ôencouraging encounters between people from opposing sides of societyõs 

divisions.õ88 The film featured three women speaking to camera: a psychologist, the founder of 

a support organisation for step families, and a stepfamily member who between them offered 

five tips for ôblended familiesõ including: having realistic expectations, working out your role, 

giving siblings time to bond, not becoming a ôDisney Parentõ, and finding your own normal. This 

 

87 https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p063scp6 the strand has the tagline: òThe world seems more divided than ever. Who are 
the people trying to bring us together?ó 
88 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-47388200  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p063scp6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-47388200
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was the least popular of the four films published on BBC Ideas as part of the Crossing Divides 

strand89, although all were included on the YouTube channel. 

Youngism: Do we discriminate against young people?: This film produced by Somethinõ Else 

and published by BBC Ideas 31 May 2019 has received an average of 18.4 views per day 

(10,900 views in total) making it only the 456th most popular of the 599 BBC Ideas films. The 

clip formed part of the playlist ôThe A-Z of -ismsõ and featured ôpoet and campaignerõ Ife Grillo 

making the case that young people face ôall sorts of discriminationõ, explaining that he had ôfelt 

and experiencedõ such discrimination on a personal level, including in his first job and while 

frequenting shops as a school child. He argued that young people ôarenõt given the same political 

rights and opportunitiesõ as adults, complained that the minimum wage is lower for the young 

and that young people have no say over the school curriculum ð ôSchools arenõt designed to 

empower themõ, he said. He concluded:  

Young people today are growing up knowing that climate change is going to threaten 

our world. They are likely to never buy their own home. And if they go to university, they 

are going to leave with tens of thousands of pounds of debt without any guaranteed job. 

Itõs young people who are going to have to solve the biggest issues we face today, all 

while facing these challenges. Itõs no wonder thereõs a huge mental health crisis. We need 

to treat young people with the respect they deserve, because if we donõt, everyone loses 

out. 

All 26 films ôA-Z of -ismsõ playlist were included in a similar collection in YouTube, which explains 

this filmõs inclusion despite its relatively poor reception.   

ôWhat Stan Leeõs comics taught me about black historyõ: With 19.7 views per day and an 

audience of 17,200 since its publication on 27 June 2018, this film was 455th most popular of 

the BBC Ideas films. No production credits are provided on the filmõs landing page, but the clip 

was included in the ôReflections on Raceõ playlist and featured Grime artist Joe Grind speaking 

about how Marvelõs X-Men comics ð  identified by its creator Stan Lee as a metaphor for the 

American Civil Rights movement in the 1960s ð had taught him a black history which hadnõt been 

delivered in his school. Mr Grind spoke about being ôassumed to be dangerousõ wherever he 

went in the country and how the comics showed him that ôAs a black man, I can take all this pain 

and still do good and still do positive stuff.õ  

I thought, ôWow, this is . . . this is amazing, like theyõre putting this in . . . in comic books. 

Theyõre put my history . . . ô which we wasnõt taught in school, when youõre young, you donõt 

spend so much time with your parents because your parents are at work. And so you 

wasnõt taught these things. So Iõm reading and Iõm learning them, understanding more 

black history through a comic book. And that meant a lot to me.  

 

89 The other three were: 175. How to fix your relationship ð and when to stop trying (340 views per day); 176. How to get on 
with someone you hate at work (445 views per day); and 177. How to get on with your ex (when you have to) (97 views per 
day).   
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As these short analyses demonstrate, four of the five films with a relatively low number of views 

delivered an overt political message or focused on matters of ôdiversityõ or ôidentity politicsõ.  

Only ôFinding a new normal ð how to thrive as a stepfamilyõ offered a broadly neutral, non-

political approach to its theme.  

The following section addresses this specific dichotomy: between those films with a clear political 

agenda, and those offering a non-political, factual approach. 

1.11 Political and Non-Political Films 

All 599 films were viewed in their entirety and the transcripts were subjected to a detailed 

textual analysis. The films were then placed into one of two categories. First, films coded as 

ôpoliticalõ, in that they carried overt discussion of domestic or international politics, matters of 

identity (for example, race, gender, sexuality, disability), environmentalism or other forms of 

activism.  

The other subset were ônon-politicalõ and thus broadly neutral in their theme, tone or approach.90 

These included, for example, a linked series of films on various unusual punctuation marks91, 

archive material on subjects such as the seaside, the millennium bug and Ceefax92 , or 

explanations of scientific concepts.93 

The categorisation process focused solely on the thematic content of each film. No attempt was 

made to classify individual speakers in terms of, for example, their apparent gender, race, 

sexuality or disability, unless these matters were addressed manifestly in the substance of the 

film itself.94  

The chart below shows the proportion of films that featured political content, compared to those 

which contained no discernible argument or agenda.  

 

90 It is appreciated that practically any authored work will preference one position or set of ideas to the exclusion of others. Similarly, 
most areas of academic inquiry will have some level of debate or competing theories operating within them.  However, the focus 
within this categorisation process was on overt, partisan opinions that could readily be recognised by a general audience.   
91 Most are collected in the playlist ôWhat does that funny squiggle meanõ https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/glyphs-what-
does-that-funny-squiggle-mean, although ôThe sign that stands for global peaceõ included political content and was marked as 
such.  
92 See, for example this playlist: https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/remember-when-curiosities-from-the-recent-past  
93 For example: https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/universal-wonders    
94 For example, three films focusing on Professor Stephen Hawking were not tagged in the ôDisabilityõ category, as none of the 
films focused on this aspect of his lived experience. Similarly, a Womenõs Hour production, 102. ôFive ways to be better with your 
moneyõ featured an all-female cast of contributors but was not coded as having a ôGenderõ component as this was not raised 
overtly in the text itself.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/glyphs-what-does-that-funny-squiggle-mean
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/glyphs-what-does-that-funny-squiggle-mean
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/remember-when-curiosities-from-the-recent-past
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/universal-wonders
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In total, 344 (57%)  of the 599 films contained political content or focused on ôdiversityõ, 

compared to 255 (43%) with no explicit agenda. 

In terms of overall duration, films with political content amounted to 22 hours 12 minutes, while 

those which with an apolitical theme accounted for 14 hours 46 minutes ð a ratio of precisely 

3:2.  However, when the total views for each subset was calculated, there was an almost exact 

split between the political (15,833,387) and neutral (15,516,414 views), a difference of just 

316,973 in favour of the political films, in spite of the subset accounting for significantly more 

space overall.  

This suggests that audiences engage more readily with the strandõs neutral content by some 

margin.  On average each political film has received 46,027 views, whereas the neutral films 

have received, on average, 60,848 views ð a 28% difference in share.  

1.12 BBC Ideas, Younger Audiences and ôDistinctivenessõ  

This section assesses the contents of the BBC Ideas collection in light of the Corporationõs third public 

purpose commitment, which states: ôThe BBC should provide high-quality output in many different 

genres and across a range of services and platforms which sets the standard in the United Kingdom 

and internationally. Its services should be distinctive from those provided elsewhere and should take 

creative risks, even if not all succeed, in order to develop fresh approaches and innovative content.õ 

In one of her last speeches as Chairman of the now defunct BBC Trust, Chairman Rona Fairhead 

warned that the BBC must avoid its ôKodak momentõ ð a phrase originally used positively in 

advertising by the analogue photography company that came to represent ôthe moment when 

43%

57%

Political vs non-Political Content

No Political or Social Content Political/Social Content
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executives fail to realise how consumers are changing and how markets will ultimately evolve in 

new directions without them.õ95 

There is so much more to do if we are to reach under-served communities such as 16-34 

year olds and Black, Asian and Minority Ethnic audiences. This is a challenge not just for 

the BBC but for the whole industry. For those under-served groups, the bond with the BBC 

is probably weaker than it was in the past. They have fundamentally different patterns 

of usage and an infinitely greater choice of media than just 20 or 30 years ago. To stay 

relevant, action is imperative. Developing a strategy focused on 16-34 years olds and 

maintaining impetus on delivering the diversity action plan ð for both on and off screen 

talent. The Board must also guide the BBC through competitive and technological 

challenges. As a successful guide, the Board can help ensure the BBC avoid its own Kodak 

moment ð focusing on what it excelled at in the past, and not keeping pace with change.96 

At the time of Rona Fairheadõs speech, the BBC Trust estimated that the average BBC viewer 

was 61 years old. In October 2019, the BBC Trustõs regulatory successor Ofcom warned starkly, 

ôThe BBC may not be sustainable in its current form, if it fails to regain younger audiences who 

are increasingly tuning out of its services.õ97 

The pressure on the BBC from these digital disruptors was clearly at the forefront of James 

Purnellõs mind in his introductory blog on BBC Ideas.  

Netflix started as a postal DVD service, TED as a conference on technology, education 

and design ð and by the end of the year weõll take stock on what BBC Ideas has achieved 

and whether itõs grown into the useful platform we think it can be.98 

The viewing figures for TEDõs online lectures are clearly impressive, by November 2012 it had 

reached its one billionth view with 1.5 million people a day accessing its talks.99  But for all the 

BBCõs talk of its ôexciting newõ project, the Corporation was conspicuously  late in its attempt to 

colonise this online space. In 2015 the American news network CNN launched Great Big Story ð 

itself a response to the growing online dominance of Vice and Buzzfeed100 and their appeal to 

millennial consumers, specifically ôurban dwellers between 25 and 35õ.101  

What if there were more to your social feed than empty clickbait and cat videos? What 

if there were real stories, great big ones? About new frontiers, the human condition, and 

our planet, and its tastes and flavors? Stories so curious and compelling, so jaw-droppingly 

awesome, that at the end of the day you feel completely full?ó 

 

95 https://www.briansolis.com/2017/06/new-kodak-moment-moment-lose-market-relevance/  
96 https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/news/speeches/2017/oxford_media_convention  
97 https://www.ofcom.org.uk/about-ofcom/latest/features-and-news/bbc-risking-lost-generation  
98 https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/aboutthebbc/entries/9f0e2582-3b0d-4cec-9afe-015b0aacdde6  
99 https://blog.ted.com/ted-reaches-its-billionth-video-view/  
100 https://variety.com/2015/digital/news/cnn-great-big-story-streaming-video-vice-buzzfeed-1201621958/   
101 https://variety.com/2020/tv/news/cnn-closes-great-big-story-mobile-video-1234780559/   

https://www.briansolis.com/2017/06/new-kodak-moment-moment-lose-market-relevance/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbctrust/news/speeches/2017/oxford_media_convention
https://www.ofcom.org.uk/about-ofcom/latest/features-and-news/bbc-risking-lost-generation
https://www.bbc.co.uk/blogs/aboutthebbc/entries/9f0e2582-3b0d-4cec-9afe-015b0aacdde6
https://blog.ted.com/ted-reaches-its-billionth-video-view/
https://variety.com/2015/digital/news/cnn-great-big-story-streaming-video-vice-buzzfeed-1201621958/
https://variety.com/2020/tv/news/cnn-closes-great-big-story-mobile-video-1234780559/
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This was echoed by BBC Ideas on its launch some three years later: ôTired of clickbait? Satisfy 

your curious mind with this selection of thought-provoking short films and videos from the BBC.õ102  

Great Big Stories published some 2,700 micro-documentaries on its YouTube Channel and on 

Facebook between its launch in October 2015 and the closing of the operation September 

2020.103 Its full oeuvre shows significant overlaps with BBC Ideas104. The first column in the table 

lists example titles from Great Big Stories, the second column lists BBC Ideas films on a similar 

theme.  (All the Great Big Stories films selected for inclusion here were produced and published 

before the launch of BBC Ideas in January 2018.) 

Great Big Stories BBC Ideas 

Shredding stereotypes with the longboard girls crew The pioneers of womenõs football 

Songs of comfort at the end of life ôDying is not as bad as you thinkõ 

Cerebral palsy canõt stop this bodybuilder Freedom is... a pair of bionic hands 

The doctor treating patients with Charlie Chaplin movies My father, Charlie Chaplin 

How technology can turn VR into powerful therapy The visionary behind virtual reality 

People bringing their lives closer to nature Are you suffering from eco-anxiety? 

This is the worldõs loneliest tree How trees secretly talk to each other 

An ancient practice with Peruõs last medicine men How Peru is solving its height problem 

Rewriting the superhero story through cosplay What Stan Leeõs comics taught me about black history 

The first womenõs self-defence studio in the Middle East A solution to Arab sexism: Teaching girls to fight back 

Spoken without words: poetry with ASL SLAM UKõs first sign language poetry slam 

 

A charitable view would be that ôgreat minds think alikeõ, and that some similarities are to be 

expected given that there are ultimately a finite number of stimulating topics for the producers 

of micro-documentaries to tackle. A less generous interpretation might be that some of the films 

are so close in their choice of theme as to imply plagiarism.   

Certainly the overlaps ð both in terms of individual films and CNNõs broad establishment of the 

ômicro-documentaryõ format itself ð raise questions as to how well the BBC is meeting its third 

Public Purpose commitment to developing services that are ôdistinctive from those provided 

elsewhereõ. While not all titles listed here are exact equivalents, it is arguable that they are 

interchangeable to the point that a casual observer with no prior knowledge of either strand 

would be hard pressed to discern which films emanated from which broadcaster.  

This illustrates how the BBC has failed, with this project, to develop ôfresh approaches and 

innovative contentõ. Instead, the Corporation appears to have imitated its competitors in an 

attempt to appeal to a younger demographic that has abandoned the BBC.   

 

 

102 https://www.facebook.com/watch/bbc/464201083988983/ 
103 CNN announced that it was pulling the plug on the enterprise, citing the economic conditions brought about by the coronavirus 
pandemic, although commentators noted that Great Big Storyõs ômomentum had been slowing for some time.õ 
https://nypost.com/2020/09/23/cnn-shuts-down-streaming-news-network-great-big-story/ 
104 https://www.youtube.com/c/GreatBigStory/videos 
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1.13 BBC Ideas, ôDiversityõ and the influence of ôCritical Theoryõ  

This section explores the influence of contemporary academic thought within the BBC Ideas 

catalogue, specifically postmodern Critical Theory and Social Justice Scholarship, influenced by the 

work of French historian and philosopher Michel Foucault, and based on the idea of (largely 

invisible) power-structures at work within society, combined with the concept that specific 

characteristics of a personõs identity ð including race, gender, sex, sexuality, ability, religion and 

body type ð combine to create an ôintersectionalityõ of privilege or oppression. 105 This paper makes 

no attempt to prove or disprove the underlying philosophies. It is important only to appreciate ð 

whether one agrees with their premises or not ð that these theories are contested and far from 

universally accepted, and as a consequence they necessitate very careful handling by the BBC to 

ensure ôdue impartialityõ as outlined in its first Public Purpose.  

In their 2020 book ôCynical Theoriesõ, two liberal academics, Helen Pluckrose and James Lindsay, 

explore the genesis of Social Justice Scholarship and outline how postmodernist philosophies 

developed in the mid to late 20th Century ð concepts of power, language, knowledge and 

discourse ð manifest themselves in contemporary academic thought, including through post-

colonial theory, critical race theory, queer theory, intersectional feminism, disability studies and 

fat studies.106 The authors argue that Social Justice scholarship focuses on grievance and 

victimhood, rejects universal human values in favour of identity politics, and is at odds with civil 

rights activism that has achieved concrete progress towards legal and social equality for 

marginalised groups.107 They describe a gravitation within academia, over recent decades, 

towards ôapplied postmodernismõ and explore the impact of these various, ideologically 

connected, critical theories on wider society:  

Applied postmodern ideas have escaped the boundaries of the university in ways that the 

original postmodern Theory did not, and they did so at least in part because of their 

ability to be acted upon. Out in the world, these ideas have gained sway. The postmodern 

knowledge and political principles are now routinely evoked by activists and increasingly 

also by corporations, media, public figures, and the general public. We, everyday citizens 

who are increasingly befuddled about what has happened to society and how it 

happened so quickly, regularly hear demands to òdecolonizeó everything from academic 

curricula to hairstyles to mathematics. We hear laments about cultural appropriation at 

the same time we hear complaints about the lack of representation of certain identity 

groups in the arts. We hear that only white people can be racist and that they always 

are so, by default. Politicians, actors, and artists pride themselves on being intersectional. 

Companies flaunt their respect for òdiversity,ó while making it clear that they are only 

interested in a superficial diversity of identity (not of opinions). Organizations and activist 

 

105 https://newdiscourses.com/tftw-foucauldian/ 
106 Pluckrose, H. and Lindsay, J., 2020. Cynical Theories. Swift. 
107 See also their essay, along with Peter Boghossian: ôAcademic Grievance Studies and the Corruption of Scholarshipõ at 
https://areomagazine.com/2018/10/02/academic-grievance-studies-and-the-corruption-of-scholarship/ 
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groups of all kinds announce that they are inclusive, but only of people who agree with 

them.108 

Once-niche academic concepts have gained currency within the public lexicon for example, 

ôwhite privilegeõ, ômicroaggressionsõ and ôintersectionalityõ. And campus controversies over 

ôtrigger warningsõ109, ôsafe spacesõ110 and ôno-platformingõ111 have foreshadowed real-world 

phenomena including ôcancel cultureõ112, and ôpurity spiralsõ113.   

Author Andrew Sullivan, draws parallels between the Social Justice movement and evangelical 

Christianity, suggesting that Social Justice ideology ôdoes everything a religion shouldõ.  

Like early modern Christians, they punish heresy by banishing sinners from society or 

coercing them to public demonstrations of shame, and provide an avenue for redemption 

in the form of a thorough public confession of sin. òSocial justiceó theory requires the 

admission of white privilege in ways that are strikingly like the admission of original sin. 

A Christian is born again; an activist gets woke.114 

The influence of Social Justice scholarship and activism is clear within certain elements of the BBC 

Ideas project. There are playlists built squarely on identity politics: ôFeminism ð the fight for 

equalityõ, ôReflections on Raceõ, ôRethinking Disabilityõ and ôPrejudice unpackedõ and numerous 

films overtly employ the language and concepts of Critical Theory to martial their arguments.  

One of the most direct references appears in ôWhat quantum physics taught me about queer 

identityõ by writer and performer Amrou Al-Kadhi, (also known as drag artist ôGlamrouõ). The 

film has been elevated to act as something of a torchbearer for the BBC brand; clips are included 

the BBC Ideas promotional trailer115 and the film is referenced specifically on the commissioning 

page as precisely the type of ôjuxtaposition between different worlds/disciplinesõ that the 

producers of BBC Ideas were keen for production companies explore.116  The full transcript of is 

as follows:  

My name is Amrou Al-Kadhi or Glamrou. And 

I have an identity that you might categorise as 

intersectional. Iõm British-Iraqi, gay, non-

binary and also identify as Muslim. And 

reading about quantum physics has really 

helped me understand my queer identity. 

Quantum physics is a beautiful, strange and 

glorious sect of physics that looks at the 

 

108 ibid. p.73 
109 https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-news/trigger-warnings-universities-students-us-uk-a7353061.html 
110 https://www.varsity.co.uk/news/14386 
111 https://www.theguardian.com/education/2019/feb/02/government-tells-universities-to-protect-free-speech-on-campus 
112 https://www.telegraph.co.uk/music/what-to-listen-to/cancel-culture-did-begin/ 
113 https://unherd.com/2020/01/cast-out-how-knitting-fell-into-a-purity-spiral/ 
114 https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2018/12/andrew-sullivan-americas-new-religions.html 
115 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wo7BRvkjw-s 
116 https://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/bbc-ideas The film is referenced here as ôWhat quantum physics taught me about my 
gender identityõ, it would appear ôgenderõ was replaced by ôqueerõ at some later date.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/commissioning/bbc-ideas
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subatomic particles that govern our world. So, inside the neutrons, electrons and the protons 

youõre looking at the quarks, leptons, bosons and the Higgs. Whereas classical Newtonian 

physics is obsessed with the universal formula that govern our reality, itõs so fixed on resolute 

answers. Quantum physics reveals that there is no fixed reality and itõs full of beautiful 

contradictions. We can now observe that the same sub-atomic particle can be in many places 

at the same time. So if we fire an electron through a wall with two holes, for instance, we 

should be able to see that it goes through one or the other. But, on a quantum level when 

you observe whatõs going on, we see that the same particle is actually going through both 

holes at the same time. Multiple versions of the same event are happening all at the same 

time. Whatõs so remarkable about quantum physics is the fact that whatõs happening on a 

subatomic level contradicts what weõre actually seeing happening in reality. It shows us that 

reality is itself a construct, and whatõs going on internally on a subatomic level belies what 

weõre actually observing. Quantum physics to Newtonian physics is, to me, what queer theory 

is to heteronormativity, i.e. looking for normative constructs of society male, female, of 

gender, of race categorising everything in a neat, rigid way. I am very comforted by this as 

a queer person with no real fixed identity. It gives me immense hope that thereõs this model 

of the world. This real physical, philosophical model which shows us that reality is just a set 

of contradictions with no real fixed foundation. It is in this model of space-time as a series 

of entanglements that Iõm able to piece together all of the fragmented sects of my identity 

being able to identify as British and Iraqi, as queer and Muslim, as someone of many genders 

and potentially no genders at all. 

The arguments Al-Kadhi makes around the lack of a fixed reality and gender fluidity are central 

to Critical Theory generally and queer theory specifically, although how far audiences might 

grasp these concepts, especially when placed alongside complex points about quantum physics, 

in the space of just 2 minutes and 40 seconds is debatable. The concept of ôintersectionalityõ of 

identities (and thus, oppression) is also referenced by Comedian Sophie Duker in her film, The 

funny thing abouté privilege. She says: 

Take me. On paper, Iõm a triple threat minority. A black queer woman living in post-Brexit 

Britain. I get to experience sexism, hmm, racism ð delicious. Or possibly the sexy blend 

that is ômisogynoirõ. Get you a bigot who can do both. Plus, nobody really trusts bisexuals. 

So I get straight up original homophobia from straight people, bi-phobia from the queer 

community, and a whole lot of well-meaning confusion from my mum. 

Later in her commentary, she lists additional oppressions which do not ôintersectõ with hers, 

thereby, she argues, granting her privileges of her own: 

But unlike a lot of people, including some black queer women, I have got a whole lot of 

privilege going for me, too. Iõm cis, meaning my gender identity matches up with the one 

I was assigned at birth. Neurotypical, which means my brain basically works the way 

doctors expect it to. Able-bodied. I speak English. And through being born in London, I 

bagged a British passport, which is basically a golden ticket to gain entry to the rest of 

the globe. A lot of why Iõm doing okay today is because I got lucky in the lottery of life. 

People are really good at seeing other peopleõs privilege, but tend to be pretty bad at 

seeing their own. 

The thesis of ôwhite privilegeõ is explored in more detail by Reni Eddo-Lodge in Britain is in 

denial about race, produced by BBC Ideas in June 2017 to coincide with the publication of her 
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book, Why Iõm No Longer Talking to White People About Race. The book received renewed 

interest in the summer of 2020, following the killing of George Floyd in the United States and 

the subsequent worldwide Black Lives Matter protests, and Ms Eddo-Lodge became the first 

black British author to top the UK sales chart.117 A Guardian review suggested the work was in 

the tradition of ôangry warnings to an ignorant white readershipõ, quoting a passage: ôWhite 

privilege is a manipulative, suffocating blanket of power that envelops everything we know, like 

a snowy day.õ118 The full transcript of her BBC Ideas film is as follows: 

RENI EDDO-LODGE: Britain is in denial about race. A black boy is three times as likely to 

be excluded from school than the rest of his classmates. Job hunters with white-sounding 

names are called to interview far more often than those with African or Asian-sounding 

names. And black people receive harsher criminal sentences for the possession of drugs, 

even though they use drugs at a much lower rate than their white counterparts. Education, 

employment and the criminal justice system. These stats look like the worst of the United 

Statesõ problem with racism. But they arenõt about the US theyõre about the UK. Britain is 

in a state of denial. We pretend that we are colour-blind. But the stats prove we are 

anything but. And instead of confronting the countryõs tortured relationship with race and 

racism, we numb ourselves with posh period dramas and import our black history from the 

US. We cheer on the legacy of Empire with no real examination for what it meant for 

white dominance across the globe. And we pretend that racism only affects people of 

colour. But racism has a political purpose. In marginalising some it bolsters others. So until 

white people come to terms with Britainõs racist legacy, we wonõt move forward. White 

people need to speak out about institutional racism. No denying its existence. A countryõs 

willingness to challenge racism is an indication of its progress. Insisting that you havenõt 

got a racist bone in your body is not enough to address injustice. Itõs your actions, not your 

beliefs, that prove your commitment to change? 

Historian Onyeka Nubia also explores ôwhite denialõ in his film Why are people racist?, outlining 

the unconscious, ôinstinctiveõ prejudices of his workmates. He widens these claims of prejudice to 

include their attitudes towards gender and sexuality:   

ONYEKA NUBIA: I work with a lot of white middle class people who like to feel that 

theyõre not racist, sexist, homophobic and all these other things, but they are. (laughs) They 

are. But they are instinctively and they . . . they do it not knowing that theyõre doing it. 

And when Iõm there, they self-censor themselves on issues of ethnicity or issues that they 

feel that I would be sensitive about. 

Writer and actor Amanda Wright also discusses workplace issues for minorities in one of her 

two films for BBC Ideas, How I deal with microaggressions at work (her second film being ôThe 

problem with the strong black woman stereotypeõ) Using actors she recreates an office scenario 

where white colleagues address her in exaggerated, mock-Jamaican accents.  Speaking to 

camera, she says: 

 

117 https://www.theguardian.com/books/2020/jun/16/reni-eddo-lodge-first-black-british-author-top-uk-book-charts-why-i-m-no-
longer-talking-to-white-people-about-race 
118 https://www.theguardian.com/books/2017/jun/03/why-no-long-talking-white-people-review-race-reni-eddo-lodge-racism 
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And that, my friends, is an example of a microaggression. So, what is a microaggression? 

Brief, commonplace daily verbal, behavioural or environmental indignities, whether 

intentional or unintentional, that communicate hostile, derogatory or negative prejudicial 

slights and insults towards any group, particularly culturally marginalised groups. Thatõs 

right. Iõve read up on this. It felt so good to be able to label that behaviour, to give a 

name to the underlying stress and discomfort that comes from being confronted by 

microaggressions. He means well, but thatõs what makes these aggressions, well, micro. 

Intent is not the same as impact, and a throwaway comment or joke can have a huge 

impact on the rest of someoneõs day. 

Kehinde Andrews, Professor of Black Studies at Birmingham City University and co-chair of the 

Black Studies Association119, goes further. In his film A radical vision for a new Africa, he 

imagines a continental ônewtopiaõ: 

Colonial borders were long ago abandoned and the continent is unified into a shared 

economic and political vision. All of this is only possible because Africa is able to control her 

resources free from the interference of the West, whose role was to impoverish and 

underdeveloped the continent first through slavery, then colonialism and, finally, unfair 

trade practises. Corrupt puppet African leaders who siphoned off the wealth in offshore 

banks and spent lavishly in European department stores, were deposed and government 

made accountable to the people. Rejecting Western development aid meant being free 

from the despotic economic control of the World Bank and International Monetary Fund. 

No more debt repayments, forced austerity or flooding of African markets with Western 

products. Africa never needed Western pity or foreign charities being paid to build wells, 

send blankets or provide malaria relief. Donating a tiny fraction of the money exploited 

from the continent may have eased collective Western guilt. But it did nothing to change 

the fact that the West was the problem in Africa.  

He concludes by inviting the diaspora, who are ôtrapped in the West, facing racism, poverty 

and criminal injusticeõ to ôcomplete the historical circle and return to the promised land.õ  On other 

areas of the BBC website, Professor Andrews can be found delivering an explainer on ôwhite 

privilegeõ to viewers of BBC Newsround, a programme whose target demographic is children 

between the ages of six and 12.   

Whether one agrees with these specific theses or not, the various opinions and agendas on 

display in the examples above cannot be considered uncontroversial. They make specific 

political points concerning race, gender and sexuality that are still far from settled in the wider 

public conversation, nor are they uncontested within the various identity groups themselves.120 

Speaking in the House of Commons during Black History Month in October 2020, the Equalities 

Minister, Kemi Badenoch, stated: 

 

119 https://www.blackstudies.org.uk/about-us/ 
120 See for example the arguments surrounding Transgender equality.  The 2020 British Social Attitudes survey found that while 
just over half of those surveyed supported the rights of Transgender people to have their sex altered on their birth certificates if 
they wanted to, almost a quarter opposed this.  
https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/attitudes_to_transgender_people.pdf p.18 While the London LGBTQ+ 
Pride parade in 2018 was disrupted by a group of radical lesbian feminists who believe that transgender activism harms women 
and lesbians in particular. https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/pro-lesbian-or-trans-exclusionary-old-animosities-boil-
public-view-n958456 , http://www.gettheloutuk.com/blog/tag/london-pride.html  

https://www.equalityhumanrights.com/sites/default/files/attitudes_to_transgender_people.pdf%20p.18
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/pro-lesbian-or-trans-exclusionary-old-animosities-boil-public-view-n958456
https://www.nbcnews.com/feature/nbc-out/pro-lesbian-or-trans-exclusionary-old-animosities-boil-public-view-n958456
http://www.gettheloutuk.com/blog/tag/london-pride.html
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Let me be clear that any school that teaches those elements of critical race theory as fact, 

or that promotes partisan political views such as defunding the police without offering a 

balanced treatment of opposing views, is breaking the law.121 

She added that some schools had decided to, ôopenly support the anti-capitalist Black Lives 

Matter group, often fully aware that they have a statutory duty to be politically impartial.õ122  

But within the BBC Ideas collection, arguments using the terminology of critical race theory and 

its related scholarships are presented as simple fact. For example, gender nonbinary comedian 

Sofie Hagen123, in the film The funny thing abouté being fat lists a range of hierarchical 

oppressions: 

But the people who are the most oppressed in society, like actually fat people, black 

people and people of colour, queer people, trans people, Muslims, people with 

disabilities, are not at all represented in the body positivity movement. 

No source for this claim is provided, nor evidence, but a statement that is patently open to 

question124 passes in a flash, presented to viewers as an incontrovertible truth.   

The problem here is twofold.  First, is the format of BBC Ideas itself. Almost half the films in the  

collection are monologues (rising to approximately two thirds of those films identified in Section 

2.6 as containing overt political content). This means that, structurally, there is often simply no 

space made available for balancing arguments and statements are therefore presented to 

viewers without appropriate counterweight.  Second ð as Part Two of this paper explores in 

detail ð these views were not balanced elsewhere in the roster, to the extent only around 7% of 

the videos containing political views had conservative leanings.  The smattering of ôalternativeõ 

voices were often talking on other themes entirely, rather than tackling any of the Social Justice-

themed films head on, resulting in a clear asymmetry.  As noted in Section 2.3 only two films 

used a traditional debate format ð where two speakers with contrasting positions set out their 

ideas, and viewers are able to weigh the arguments and reach their own conclusions. 

Pluckrose and Lindsay argue that Critical Theory itself is resistant to challenge and risks 

ultimately becoming counterproductive to the very causes that it purports to further: 

In addition, interpreting everything as racist and saying so almost constantly is unlikely to 

produce the desired results in white people (or for minorities). It could even undermine 

antiracist activism by creating skepticism and indignation and thus producing a reluctance 

to cooperate with worthwhile initiatives to overcome racism. Some studies have already 

shown that diversity courses, in which members of dominant groups are told that racism is 

 

121 https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-10-20/debates/5B0E393E-8778-4973-B318-
C17797DFBB22/BlackHistoryMonth  
122 Ibid. 
123 https://twitter.com/sofiehagen?lang=en  
124 For example, there are those, on both the political left and political right, that would argue that the working class have been 
ignored completely in this analysis. Similarly ôqueerõ has replaced ôlesbian, gay, bi-sexualõ in keeping with the Critical Theory 
position on sexuality.  

https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-10-20/debates/5B0E393E-8778-4973-B318-C17797DFBB22/BlackHistoryMonth
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2020-10-20/debates/5B0E393E-8778-4973-B318-C17797DFBB22/BlackHistoryMonth
https://twitter.com/sofiehagen?lang=en
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everywhere and that they themselves perpetuate it, have resulted in increased hostility 

towards marginalized groups. It is bad psychology to tell people who do not believe that 

they are racistñwho may even actively despise racismñthat there is nothing they can 

do to stop themselves from being racistñand then ask them to help you. It is even less 

helpful to tell them that even their own good intentions are proof of their latent racism. 

Worst of all is to set up double-binds, like telling them that if they notice race it is because 

they are racist, but if they donõt notice race itõs because their privilege affords them the 

luxury of not noticing race, which is racist. Finally, by focusing so intently on race and by 

objecting to òcolor blindnessóñthe refusal to attach social significance to raceñcritical 

race Theory threatens to undo the social taboo against evaluating people by their race. 

Such an obsessive focus on race, combined with a critique of liberal universalism and 

individuality (which Theory sees as largely a myth that benefits white people and 

perpetuates the status quo), is not likely to end wellñneither for minority groups nor for 

social cohesion more broadly. Such attitudes tear at the fabric that holds contemporary 

societies together.  

This is not simply an esoteric, academic position. Former veteran presenter of Radio 4õs Today 

programme, John Humphrys, weighed into discussion in his column for the Daily Mail in June 

2020, and made almost identical points, including the inherent threats to social cohesion, in light 

of what he believed to be the BBCõs unquestioning support of Black Lives Matter.  

The BBC believes there is racism in this country and its director of news has said so. Sheõs 

right. Of course there is. I doubt there is a multicultural country on earth where it does not 

exist in one form or another ñ and probably never has been. But thatõs not the point. The 

point is whether all of us are ôguiltyõ. All of us whites, that is. By nailing its colours so firmly 

to the Black Lives Matter mast, the BBC has made clear where it stands. This is troubling. 

The BBC is our national broadcaster. It is our voice. But if it is not seen to give a platform to 

those who hold different views, we enter dangerous territory. By unquestioningly accepting 

the claim of BLM that we are all racists whether we realise it or not, it has effectively 

become a campaigning organisation. In doing so it risks creating the very thing it stands 

against ñ a more polarised society. The BBC has an obligation to bring people closer 

together. This new accusatory tone ñ an undiscriminating roll call of white sins across all its 

channels ñ can only lead to division.125  

Mr Humphrysõs desire ôto give a platform to those who hold different viewsõ is unsurprising given 

his long tenure of the Today programme. Structurally, Today serves as a crucible of debate, 

delivering interview sequences in which competing arguments are regularly juxtaposed and 

tested, either by guests with opposing positions, or by presenters playing devilõs advocate. 

Through this process audiences are invited to engage critically with a particular theme or topic, 

weigh the merit of respective arguments and either be persuaded or, simply, informed. In this 

regard, Todayõs format, which it shares broadly with other programmes in the BBC News and 

Current Affairs canon126 is far more conducive to impartial discussion than BBC Ideas, where too 

 

125 https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-8416209/JOHN-HUMPHRYS-insists-Britons-NOT-guilty-racism.html 
126 For example, the World at One, PM and The World Tonight on BBC Radio 4, and to some extent programmes such as 
Question Time, Newsnight and the Andrew Marr Show on terrestrial television. 
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great an emphasis is given to singular voices making subjective ð and sometimes politically 

extreme ð points with little or no counterbalance.   

However, News-watchõs two decades-long monitoring of the Corporationõs EU coverage 

provides testament to the problems even these flagship programmes have had in achieving 

balanced debate, even when their structure is designed to facilitate it and, consequently, how 

the dereliction of this particular duty led to a society polarised by the Brexit question.127 The 

danger is, by once again putting its weight behind certain political causes and purposefully 

excluding opposing views, the BBC will ferment public disquiet on matters of race, diversity, the 

environment and politics more widely. The BBCõs fourth public purpose includes a commitment to 

ôcontribute to the social cohesion and wellbeing of the United Kingdomô, but by preventing certain 

issues from being debated openly and equitably, the Corporation risks precisely the opposite.  

Three months into the BBC Ideas beta testing, product lead Lloyd Shepherd noted in a blog post 

that the BBC Ideas team were, ôContinuing to investigate how we can ôembedõ the BBC Ideas 

videos in other BBC services, including News, such that the films we are collecting and 

commissioning get in front of the right audiences.õ128 Given the clear imbalance within its roster 

this would present a concerning development, and with this is mind, it is imperative that BBC 

Ideas meets its obligation under the Royal Charter and Agreement to ensure that it provides 

content that is duly impartial. Films that push specific political viewpoints must be adequately 

balanced by countervailing opinion; otherwise they should be removed.   

The BBC Ideas trailer129 features a comment from physicist and author Leonard Mlodinow, from 

his film, Five ways to be more elastic in your thinking in which he declares, ôThe more youõre 

exposed to what other people think, the broader your own thinking will be.õ Yet, as the examples 

here have demonstrated, and as Part Two will explore in greater detail, the BBC Ideas collection 

has so far abjectly failed in its stated purpose, focusing heavily on diversity of identity, but 

falling far short on diversity of political thought.  

 

127 The full body of News-watchõs earlier work is available at https://news-watch.co.uk/monitoring-projects-and-reports/ they 
discuss matters such as bias by omission leading to a lack of public understanding on key matters surrounding the politics of the EU 
and the UKõs membership of the organisation; the vilification of central figures in the Leave campaign, the Leave argument, and 
eventually Leave voters themselves; a severe under-representations of arguments for EU withdrawal, including of UKIP and Leave 
supporters from Labour and the left.   
128 https://medium.com/bbc-ideas/three-months-into-the-bbc-ideas-beta-what-have-we-learned-about-the-product-
a00110705a27 
129 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wo7BRvkjw-s 

https://news-watch.co.uk/monitoring-projects-and-reports/
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PART TWO: CONTENT ANALYSIS 
 

2.1 Introduction 

The BBC Charter obligates the Corporation to be impartial in its coverage of controversial 

subjects and events. This survey finds that BBC Ideas is in serious breach of those requirements. 

As section 1.11 illustrated, a substantial minority of titles ð for example Are you going to the 

toilet wrong? or How to manage your worries ð are clearly unbiased in any political sense. 

Textual analysis shows that the other 344 films contain overt political points on matters of public 

debate and controversy in areas such as racism, feminism, gender, and climate change.  The vast 

majority of this political comment can be placed in the  liberal-left domain, and many seem to 

conform to the broad principles of post-modernist critical theory. This is explained in Part 1, 

Section 1.13  

In sharp contrast, only nine titles, such as the Canadian academic Jordan Peterson talking very 

briefly about his book The 12 Rules for Life, can be classed as  dominantly ôconservativeõ, with a 

further 16 containing incidental ôconservativeõ points such as that the world is becoming better 

and safer (as opposed to being under severe threat from climate change, as is stated in around 

50 videos). These are listed in section 2.2, below. 

Tim Davie, when he was appointed director general of the BBC in September 2020, declared 

to staff that his main priority was to ensure BBC impartiality. The evidence of this report is that 

in one newly-established. distinct area of output - in which the editors should surely be aiming 

for such impartiality as an obligatory part of content quality control  - there is massive systematic 

failure to achieve it.  That constitutes a blatant breach of the BBC Charter.  

Views about bias differ of course. With environmentalism, identified as one of the main areas 

of such bias, many climate change campaigners including, for example, arguably the BBC itself 

believe their standpoint is proven and not ôbiasedõ at all.130 But many disagree131. The BBCõs 

role, as a the UKõs main public service broadcaster reliant on a compulsory licence fee, is not to 

shut down or ignore debate but to encourage and facilitate it.  

The Corporation qualifies its obligation to impartiality by use of the word ôdueõ. This is 

interpreted as that minority views outside the mainstream can be severely restricted or excluded 

 

130 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-24021772 
131 For example, Christopher Booker in The BBC and Climate Change: A Triple Betrayal 
https://www.thegwpf.org/images/stories/gwpf-reports/booker-bbc.pdf - this outlines in full how the BBC decided that dissent 
from so-called climate alarmism should be covered much less than the views of the alleged ôconsensusõ belief among scientists.  
 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/science-environment-24021772
https://www.thegwpf.org/images/stories/gwpf-reports/booker-bbc.pdf
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from their coverage of events. The danger is that this creates self-generated judgment and 

leeway about what is acceptable. Exclusion may be  a relatively simple decision with some 

minority interests , but not so in other areas such as climate change, where many thousands of 

scientists disagree with the alleged ôconsensusõ.132   

This survey provides evidence that in that domain - and others such as alleged racism -  the BBC 

now considers that disagreement and dissent with should be virtually eliminated  from the 

exploration of ideas. This is a deeply disturbing development which indicates that the 

Corporation is acting as advocate of views which are extremist, such as that the impact of the 

British Empire was to kill or exploit millions of people.   

2.2 Textual Analysis Findings 

This survey covers a huge amount of territory. To make it palatable Analysis is spread out.  

The remainder of Part Two gives an overview of the 344 videos classed as containing political 

content.   

Notes about each of the titles arranged in summary lists is in Section 3, with more detailed notes 

of all the 344 titles in Appendix V. 

The next section provides an overview of the range of political views, starting with that classed 

as conservative and then moving on to liberal-left opinion.      

ôConservativeõ Opinion 

As previously noted, 24 videos  had ôconservativeõ content. Only nine of these were focused 

primarily on content from a conservative perspective; in the other 16 it was incidental.  Those in 

the former category were: 

 

¶ Historian Francis Fukuyama arguing that ônational identityõ needed reinforcement and 

was beneficial to most countries;  

¶ Jordan Peterson outlining briefly his 12 rules for life; 

¶ Author David Goodhart outlining his theory that minority elite of ôAnywheresõ who 

pursued globalist liberal-left agendas now dominated ôSomewheresõ, the majority of 

people, who were less well educated but embraced more conservative values; 

¶ A vigorous attack on the idea of legalising currently outlawed drugs (but presented 

alongside someone who advocated full legalisation); 

 

132 https://www.thegwpf.org/content/uploads/2021/02/Goklany-EmpiricalTrends.pdf 

https://www.thegwpf.org/content/uploads/2021/02/Goklany-EmpiricalTrends.pdf


39 

 

¶ US journalist Lionel Shriver advocating that ôpopulismõ had been wrongly smeared and 

discredited by the liberal-left and was an honest expression of the popular will;  

¶ A robust defence of Christianity and religion more generally  in the context of claims 

that humanity would be ôimprovedõ if machine technology was incorporated within 

human brains; 

¶ The historian Niall Ferguson arguing that in dealing with alleged ôhate speechõ, the 

owners of social media such as Facebook were shutting down free speech;  

¶ An argument that broadly, people were ônicerõ than they were often projected because 

they wanted to help others more than acquiring money or power;  

¶ An opinion piece which advocated the power of Christian prayer and religious 

meditation. 

 

In summary, several meaty political topics were explored, including the role of religion and faith; 

that personal responsibility and restraint within traditional values was a necessity as a basis for 

ordered and civilised living;  that the new impetus on stopping alleged ôhate speechõ meant that 

social media providers are becoming censors; that the will of the majority was being squashed 

by a new elite who believed in ôwokeõ values; and that drug abuse should remain illegal. 

 

But these themes were almost entirely absent from the rest of the BBC Ideas catalogue, and 

were strongly outnumbered by the other titles with political content. The films classed as ôneutralõ 

did not buttress this very limited exploration of conservative values isolated here. 

 

Incidental ôconservativeõ points included:    

¶ Opinion which was negative about two liberal-left icons (Mahatma Gandhi and John 

Lennon);    

¶ A warning that statistics could not reliably be used to predict political or economic events 

(at odds, as well, with climate modelling, though this was not said in the video);  

¶ A positive point about Margaret Thatcher, that her council house buying scheme helped 

the working class, though it wrongly identified her as a ôgreen pioneerõ;  

¶ social media could wrongly destroy those who express perceived ôright-wingõ opinion;  

¶ Boris Johnson was a ôgreat communicatorõ;  

¶ Queen Victoria - at odds with her ruling an Empire which ôkilled and exploited millionsõ 

- personally helped victims of the Irish potato famine;   

¶ Luck was less important than effort in achieving success;   

¶ Florence Nightingale had saved lives on ôan unprecedented scaleõ by hard work;   
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¶ The powers of centralised government should be drastically cut back (rather than being 

seen as a solution to problems);   

¶ people should respect the views of those who supported Brexit;  

¶ Moral relativism was best avoided because it could excuse the Nazis;  

¶ The world was getting better in that there was less need for manual labour, better 

nutrition, more access to culture and less inequality (though climate change was a massive 

threat);  

¶ His Christian faith had  helped when Terry Waite had been held captive in the Lebanon; 

¶ Justine Greening, founder of Mumsnet suggested that hard work was the basis of 

business  success, and added that wearing trainers helped, too, because it brought 

practicality into the workplace       

¶ Lionel Shriver argued that property was important to us, but that it was important to 

realise that such ownership was an illusion 

 

In summary , the few conservative points in the films were, in comparison to the liberal-left bias 

outlined below, both minimal and often qualified. For example, in the avalanche of presenters 

who advocated what could be regarded as extreme leftist or ôwokeõ views, Mr Petersonõs 

analysis was said in the video description to have ômany detractorsõ 133.    

In that about Queen Victoria, the monarch was praised for helping victims of the Irish potato 

famine, but that was juxtaposed with a sweeping statement that her Empire ôkilled or exploited 

millions of peopleõ.     

In addition, Russell Kane, a comedian, who in 2016 had been reprimanded by the BBC Trustees  

for an attack on the current Queen about her sex life134 was chosen to present the  film about 

Queen Victoria.  Why?  His judgments were  hugely contentious in this arena and underlined that 

the format seems to be a vehicle for political ends rather just to satisfy ôcurious mindsõ.  

The fundamental question is why so little that is ôconservativeõ is included. Adherence to 

impartiality is central to the role of every BBC producer and editor, but it is reasonable to 

conclude that in the creation of BBC Ideas, those involved have paid only lip-service to the 

requirement. 

 

 

 

133 Views of another video presenter Kehinde Andrews about racism were said to be ôprovocativeõ, but all the other videos with 
equally controversial liberal-left comments from contributors were not labelled.  
134 https://www.theguardian.com/media/2016/jun/30/jokes-about-queens-sex-life-in-bbc-show-ruled-out-of-order 
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Liberal-left Bias 

The content analysis in section 1.13 outlines some of the clear evidence that the political and 

agenda-driven content in the BBC Ideas collection is dominated by a liberal-left perspective. 

The analysis in this section gives a summary overview of the nature of that bias. The main themes  

can be broken down into climate change, feminism and the persecution of, or failure to recognise 

the needs of, minorities. As noted above, Part Three fleshes out the range of this bias in fuller 

detail .  

A summary of the main areas of bias of liberal left titles in Part Three is: 

¶ 36 videos have a main purpose of telling the audience that climate change and the 

perceived facts of environmental degradation are a planetary emergency requiring 

drastic action . No dissenting view is included at all. Many individual opinions on the 

severity of the planetary emergency  were included, but only one of these was by an 

expert in climatology.  For convenience, a list of these titles with specially-written 

summary commentary is in section 3. 

¶ 62 titles focus on the fightback against the perceived oppression of women, which is 

deemed to be a major theme of British history with the struggle continuing on many 

fronts. Pressing issues were deemed to include why boys should be educated about 

menstruation, that black women were under acute pressure because of the ôstrong black 

womenõ archetype, and (from  Cherie Blair) that female oppression was costing trillions 

of dollars.     

¶ 77 titles  which deal with the perceived problems of racism, white oppression, the under-

catering for the needs of the mentally or physically disadvantaged, or those engaged 

in minority pursuits. Problems identified included the difficulties of refugees not provided 

with cash; that private landlords were ôvulturesõ preying on the poor; and that racism, 

misogyny and blind resentment had been generated by Donald Trump.  

A few examples have been selected to give a preliminary insight into the range of the liberal 

left bias involved: 

At one extreme is A radical vision of a new Africa by Professor of Black Studies Kehinde 

Andrews. This was a platform on which he said uncompromisingly that white people since 
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Columbus have been guilty of blatant, murderous racism and a probably worse genocide than 

that perpetrated by the Nazis.135  

Mr Andrews was given a second platform to advocate his anti-white views in Xenophobism: 

The story of its ancient roots. In this, he claimed that Donald Trump had been elected in 2016  

and Brexit passed on a wave of xenophobia and related racism.  He argued that in South 

Africa, the root cause of xenophobia (fear of strangers) was poverty and lack of opportunity, 

but, by contrast,  the Windrush scandal in the UK was driven  by an effort to get black people 

out of the UK (in other words, racism). Another of his views was that  freedom of movement in 

the European Union had been devised to stop black people settling there. 

Other views about the future of Africa were sparse in the catalogue, but they buttressed the 

liberal-left bias expressed by Mr Andrews, and illustrated the scale of the bias involved in the 

catalogue generally. Mentions included a minor experiment in food co-operatives (deemed 

good, presumably because it was a socialist concept; by contrast, the bigger issues of food 

supply security across the continent were not discussed); a farm in Africa producing chicken food 

from maggots (part of the overall/climate/environmental threat agenda);  LGBTQ+ youngsters 

(some identifying as male) in Nigeria wanting to wear make-up; the African woman (Wangari 

Maathai) who had planted 50 million trees (also the environmental agenda); a claim that ôAfrica 

was carved up Europeansõ;  that apartheid in Africa was fuelled by hatred (obviously by white 

people); that some elements in Africa currently celebrated ôblack joyõ (in the context of claims 

that overall it was a sign of black oppression that such joy was not prevalent enough); that  Nazis 

claimed that their annexation of territories was the same as what Britain and France had been 

practising for centuries; that Africa had been side-lined by the football authorities; that Africaõs 

future would be a revolution that included ôvast, super arrays of cheaper solar panelsõ put where 

the sun actually shines; that the treatment of Africa in the Mercator projection  made it look 

smaller, thus endorsing European ôimperialistic attitudesõ. 

In microcosm, this combined picture illustrates vividly the bias inherent within  BBC Ideas, a  

contributor with extremist views about racial victimisation was given an unchallenged platform 

to articulate a contentious perspective about Africa. None of the ôconservativeõ films balanced 

his standpoint. In addition, other videos which did mention Africa underlined issues of exploitation 

and the negative impact of European colonialism. 

In Girlsõ or boysõ ð should toys just be toys? the whole video was constructed to suggest that 

toys are sexist, and that gender is ônot binaryõ and is ôlearned behaviourõ. There is no reference 

 

135 A report in the Daily Mail supports the view that he can be described as political extremist, in that he also believes that Winston 
Churchill was a white supremacist:  https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9253179/Controversial-black-studies-professor-
claimed-British-Empire-worse-Nazis.html 
 
 

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9253179/Controversial-black-studies-professor-claimed-British-Empire-worse-Nazis.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9253179/Controversial-black-studies-professor-claimed-British-Empire-worse-Nazis.html
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anywhere in the catalogue to that this critical theory concept is strongly disputed elsewhere, for 

example as expressed by author J.K. Rowling.136 

Another type of bias was evident in the film How I deal with micro-aggressions at work. The 

video was straightforwardly a platform for an actress, Amanda Wright, to advocate her 

personal opinion that prejudice against people of colour - presumably perpetrated by ôwhitesõ 

- was widespread and a serious problem in all places of work.  

With How a kiss on Star Trek made history, the topic was produced to draw attention to that 

civil rights and inter-racial issues were a significant problem in the US. The series originator and 

lead actress were cast as significant figures  in the continuing battle to reduce racial prejudice. 

On top of the bias in individual films of the type above , there were negative mentions about 

some conservative themes and individuals. A clear  example is the treatment of on Donald Trump. 

He was mentioned once positively as a champion of populism, but there are 15 videos where he 

was cast negatively for a wide variety of reasons, including being xenophobic, anti-Muslim, a 

ôgermophobeõ, for breaking down international agreements, ôreversing the truthõ, opening the 

path to ôfake newsõ, capitalising on ôpolitical memesõ to secure victory in 2016, being the ôultimate 

climate villainõ, the ôultimate chauvinistõ, a regressive force against immigrants, a likely member 

of the illuminati, and not being part of genuine populism.      

Other examples of the scope of the liberal-left bias - chosen from some of the most-viewed 

videos were: 

Will Humans keep getting smarter?  Presenter Bonnie Evans wanted ôneurological diversityõ ð 

namely that ôsmartnessõ should not exclude ôdifferent levels of neurological capacityõ and should 

be integrated into society for the common good. Also that people would become smarter if they 

focused on ôhow to make the world a better placeõ. 

Which countries will hold the balance of power in 20 yearsõ time? BBC correspondent James 

Robbins claimed that Africa would become more significant and the biggest revolution could be 

ôvast super arrays of far cheaper solar panelsõ (ôaccording to one energy guruõ). He claimed 

that the Middle East would be down because nobody would need gas or oil and that the West 

would lose out because banking would be controlled by artificial intelligence. 

How one womanõs immortal cells changed the world. The woman was Henrietta Lacks,  a 

poor black woman who had difficulty accessing care for her aggressive cancer (the suggestion 

being that she was discriminated against because of her colour), and whose body cells from a 

biopsy in 1952 did not die and had been used in medical research ever since (e.g. in polio 

 

136 https://www.jkrowling.com/opinions/j-k-rowling-writes-about-her-reasons-for-speaking-out-on-sex-and-gender-issues/ 
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vaccine development).  It was said that it took years for her family to be acknowledged and 

recompensed. Rebecca Skloot, who wrote a book about her, claimed that her role underlined 

the concept of Black Lives Matter, and why it was important that such stories be told.  

How stories  shape our minds. The video suggested as the apparent central point that stories 

are important in provoking political change, and then asserted that research showed that 

children who read Harry Potter were less prejudiced about immigrants and ôother stigmatised 

groupsõ such as homosexuals and refugees. The conclusion was that reading stories can increase 

empathy and reduce prejudice. 

Seven solutions to the surname dilemma. It was suggested that surnames had become simply 

a matter of personal choice. It was mooted that it was not certain that women had ever been 

happy to lose their surname. Name ômashingõ (e.g. Clyfan ð a portmanteau of Christian names 

Clive and Anne) was suggested, and ôgender symmetryõ. But there was no support for the 

traditional patrilineal approach. 

What if all the wasps disappeared? This was yet more of the environmental agenda in that it 

was said that climate change is responsible for the decline in bee populations and added that 

wasps should be liked rather than feared because they performed a similar function. 

What will family life be like in future? This posited that an Englishmenõs home (by 2039) would 

quite literally need to be the size of  castleõ because extended families would be the norm. It  

was also said that the traditional family would become  less important, replaced by 

multigenerational, ethnically diverse homes. It further suggests marriage would be as 

fashionable as ôlast yearõs smartwatchõ. The overall premise was that the current concept of 

family life was outmoded. 

Our love is unique - living a non-monogamous life.  In parallel with the previous video, an 

advocate of promiscuity or ônon-monogamousõ relationship, argued that such an approach led 

to happier outcomes, even with the children of individuals who had multiple partnerships. 

Why do we have so much stuff? Jacquie Otagburuagu, the producer, stated that the fashion 

industry had affected (negatively) climate change because people bought too many clothes and 

threw them away.  She said that as a result, she had been ômore mindful of her shoppingõ and 

to make sure that at least 50 per cent of clothes she bought came from ôvintageõ stores. That 

mean less ôfast fashionõ. Academic James Fitchett than commented that we had so much stuff now 

that ôwe donõt know what to do with itõ and spent time working out what to do with it and how 

to get rid of it. Rationally that meant not buying stuff, but people retreated ôback to fantasiesõ 

(that ôstuffõ would improve their lives).   



45 

 

Yet another type of bias was included in A solution to Arab sexism ð teaching girls to fight 

back. This is presented by Joumana Haddad, author of Superman is an Arab, a book which 

attacks ôpatriarchyõ wherever  she claims it exists, and advocates a radical restructuring of 

society to give women a much stronger role. In the video, she pushed that self-defence classes 

should be made a compulsory part of the school curriculum in the UK for girls under five because 

it would improve self-confidence and ôchange the dynamics between men and womenõ.  She 

claimed this was needed  because little boys bully little girls ôand ôget away with itõ. Her solution 

to the problem she perceives is based on a simplistic approach to the idea that empowerment 

of the young girls - that is training them to fight- will solve the problem of harassment and 

maltreatment by boys. Her biased analysis led her to advocate an idea which, to put it mildly, 

was a highly risky solution to perceived problem.      

It is not clear what qualifications in child development and psychology Ms Haddad possesses, if 

any, but her idea of deliberately training little girls to be able to fight - even if it is cast as 

ôdefendingõ themselves - is highly controversial in psychological terms. Young children do need 

to feel safe, but that is achieved not by training in martial arts but by secure attachment to their 

primary care-givers.  Children of that age do not have the capacity to understand complex 

issues, but they can be seriously traumatised by the feeling that the world is unsafe, often 

culminating in psychiatric illness.  The domain is explored in  Chapter 11 of Felicity de Zuluetaõs 

book From Pain to Violence.137  

Possible child abuse by the BBC, as well as bias issues, were also raised in What Freedom means 

to a child. Two children, Siena (11) and Dylan (8) were asked to express their worries about 

climate change. Little Dylan suggested that a penguin on an iceberg would feel ôreally scaredõ, 

and people needed to have freedom to be able to breath air. Sienna said that she was ôreally 

angryõ with humans and wanted them to stop using as much gas and petrol. The issue here is that 

the brains of children of this age have not developed sufficiently for them to be able to assess 

risk and make reasoned judgments about such problems. The Corporation has  clear editorial 

guidelines for preventing such exploitation and abuse. They appear to have been breached in 

this video and the one presented by Ms Haddad.  The children involved appeared to be very 

frightened and they should not have been exploited in this way.    

2.4 Matters of Concern Raised by the Bias 

The combined evidence of the survey is that BBC Ideas is dominated by an avalanche of  

unbalanced political views, demanding the scrapping of traditional values. The justification for 

this is framed in the urgent need to take steps to avert climate change and to battle a variety 

 

137 https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pain-Violence-Traumatic-Roots-Destructiveness/dp/0470019360. 
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of groups, but especially the rich, and reactionary and conservative white men, who, it is 

projected, have created most of the worldõs problems. 

Their victims are cast as huge number of minority groups, including ethnic minorities, women, the 

LGTBQ+ community,  the poor, the mentally and physically disadvantaged, and anyone who 

suffers as a result of ôinequalityõ. 

2.5 Bias by Omission 

The BBC had the opportunity from launch to make the information contained in BBC Ideas, wide 

ranging and to be of appeal to the whole of the potential audience. Some of the titles arguably 

attempt to fulfil that brief, but the majority, as already outlined, are dominated by narrow 

liberal-left political points which denigrate the United Kingdom and Western values. 

Examples of what BBC Ideas does not contain include: 

There is nothing from those who believe that the climate change threat is less than projected in 

some quarters, and does not require emergency responses such as the banning of internal 

combustion engines in cars, or that weather dynamics are hugely complex and only partially 

understood. 

There is one video about the limitations of forecasting in the political and economic domains, but 

nothing about the equally unreliable nature of the type of models and predictions used by the 

climate change industry. 

There is positive reference to climate change ôpioneersõ who allegedly established the link 

between planetary warming and CO2 - giving respectability to the attitudes involved - but 

nothing about failed environmental degradation predictions, for example the mass starvation 

and natural resources depletion claimed 40+ years ago  by the Club of Romeõs Limits to Growth 

report138.   

There are numerous references to that the ecosphere is in sharp, serious decline because of the 

greenhouse effect, but nothing about the many benefits of carbon dioxide for plant growth ð 

thus boosting crop yields and re-afforestation, as are outlined in a Canadian government 

guide.139 

There is heavy emphasis on that food supply is at risk because of alleged climate change and 

degradation of the ecosphere, so that, for example, there will be a need to eat insects or 

 

138 https://www.aei.org/carpe-diem/40-years-later-time-has-not-been-kind-to-the-limits-to-growth/ 
139 http://www.omafra.gov.on.ca/english/crops/facts/00-077.htm 
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become vegan.  By contrast, there is nothing about improvements of agriculture which mean that 

crop yields are at record global levels and that malnourishment is in steep decline.  

In terms of the treatment of women, the dominant themes are that discrimination towards women 

remains rampant, and that in the past, women have been exploited and not been recognised 

for their achievements. Women are cast mainly as victims. By contrast, relatively few titles looked 

at the many efforts being taken to provide greater opportunity for women and there was 

nothing which specifically charted the development of successful moves towards greater 

equality. 

Many examples of the mentally and physically disadvantaged being discriminated against are 

cited but relatively little weight is placed on the many advances being made in meeting their 

needs. In the film about the girl with bionic hands140, for example, the takeaway message is that 

while she had clearly been helped, many other had not been. The common theme of many videos 

is that much more needs spending on ôimprovementsõ than is currently the case, and that sufferers 

are being let down by the government. 

Racism is said to be rampant and toxic towards ethnic minorities, but no attention is paid to the 

important steps towards ôdiversityõ and tolerance which have meant that, for example, the BBC 

employs proportionally more such groups than in the national population. 

Prejudice against black and ethnic minority people is said by presenters such as Kehinde 

Andrews to be a reason why society must be completely reformed, but there is no exploration 

of alternatives which would allow organic change - if, indeed it is needed - that does not threaten 

the stability of society as a whole, or which does not involve the major re-writing of history.  

As mentioned in the introduction, there is little reference to British and Western European 

contributions which are positive, such as the abolition of the slave trade. The British Empire is 

projected as hugely oppressive, but nothing is included (for example) about the spread of 

literacy, education and the rule of law that it fostered.  Capitalism is said by Anne McElvoy, 

editor of The Economist, in one of her videos to have been spread by ôthe monstrosities of the 

slave tradeõ, but no equivalent effort has been focused on how the general expansion of trade 

in commodities and services has played a crucial part in the reduction of poverty and 

malnutrition.    

 

 

 

140 Film number 114, ôFreedom iséa pair of bionic handsõ 
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2.6 Issues which must be answered: 

How does the BBC monitor whether BBC Ideas is properly impartial? This survey required the 

detailed analysis of 370,00 words of transcript. It was only though this exercise that the extent 

and the nature of the bias emerged. Are similar steps in place within the BBC?    

In a catalogue aimed generally at ôcurious mindsõ, and which is a self-contained segment of 

output, why is so much the material so biased towards liberal-left opinion?  

In titles which convey opinions about controversial matters, why is so little ôconservativeõ content 

included?  

Does  the BBCõs approach to climate change now preclude any discussion or representation of 

ideas which run against the idea that this is a planetary emergency requiring drastic action? 

In matters of racism, does the BBC deem it now acceptable that those who blame white 

oppression or privilege for many of the worldõs problems - and claim it has caused millions of 

deaths - go unchallenged?  

Other opinions of national controversy which are unchallenged in the videos include that gender 

is not binary; that LGBTQ+ minorities and women are still discriminated against on an immense 

scale; and that those who are physically or mentally disadvantaged are also frequently 

discriminated against and need more state help. Is this acceptable?   

As is established in Part One, a significant proportion of the content seems to advance the 

contentious arguments of postmodern critical theory. The BBC must explain why this is the case, 

and why production is not informed by a wider range of perspectives about how the world is 

developing. It appears that the BBC is in the grip of an ideology which demands the tearing 

down of the fabric and values of the nation which it is mandated to serve.    
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PART THREE: CONTENT SUMMARIES 
 

Part Three illustrates in greater detail  the range of the political comment found in BBC Ideas. 

The full log of all titles containing such content is in Appendix V, but what follows is a more 

convenient breakdown of what is involved. 

First are three short summary lists of political content with the most pronounced liberal-left skew, 

themed under three headings:  

Environmentalism/climate change (3.1); 

Feminism and gender (3.2); and 

Discrimination against minorities (3.3). 

These lists are fleshed out in two further sections, one covering the environmental and climate 

change titles (3.6), and a second addressing films with the themes of feminism, gender and 

discrimination against minorities, as well as ôwokeõ  bias more generally (3.7). 

There is also a breakdown of all the conservative content, the first list covering titles where such 

bias is the main theme (3.4), and the second (3.5), titles with incidental conservative content.   

3.1 Environmental/climate change 

The list includes films that include environmental or climate change content. Many were gathered 

together into eco-themed playlists, including ôSustainable thinkingõ141 and ôIs there a better 

way?õ142  

Are you suffering from eco-anxiety? 

Can fashion ever be sustainable?   

Are maggots the key to a sustainable future? (because animal feedstuff is wrecking the 
environment)  

Can we transform the world in 12 years? 

Climate change: the ôgrand challengeõ of our generation. 

Climate change: The problem with the enemy narrative. 

Could circular economics fix the planet? 

Could you be suffering from plant blindness? 

Does humanityõs future lie out at sea? 

Four ways Artificial Intelligence (AI)  can tackle climate change 

 

141 https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/sustainable-thinking òA playlist featuring new, challenging and even visionary thinking 
around climate change and sustainability.ó 
142 https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/is-there-a-better-way òCould we live our lives, run the world, name our children a 
different way? A playlist about alternative ideas and ways of seeing the world.ó 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/sustainable-thinking
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/is-there-a-better-way
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Have we got the idea of progress all wrong? 

How half a degree could change the world forever. 

How to build an igloo (when the climate is changing) 

How to create an economy where humans flourish 

Imagining a world without fossil fuels 

Is it time to reassess our relationship with nature? 

Is the coronavirus crisis a chance to reset the world? 

Is your pension contributing to climate change? 

Opinion: The super-rich are damaging the environment 

Should we stop flying? 

The child who tried to save the world... in 1992. 

The day cyclists rule the roads. 

The girl who changed the world with an acorn. 

The inventor who plans to build a city under the sea 

The problem with plastic: A 10-year-oldõs take. 

Three pioneers who predicted climate change 

Viewpoint: Itõs time to end our love affair with cars? 

What does freedom mean to a child? (Answer: an end to climate change) 

What if the whole world went vegan? 

What will we eat for breakfast in 2039? (Answer ð a plate of insects) 

What would a world without humans be like? (Far better) 

Whatõs behind denialism? 

Youngism: Do we discriminate against young people? (answer, yes ð by denying them a 
future) 

Climate change need not become the legacy we leave (but only if drastic action is taken) 

Five ways the world is getting better ð not worseõ (qualified by ð but climate change is making 
it worse) 

Thereõs a danger of losing our tenure on this planet (because of excessive consumption) 

 

The intent of these films is clear from the titles. The BBC, it seems, accept that the science behind 

climate change is ôsettledõ, and the videos have been produced to illustrate the perceived 

severity of the threat, and to illustrate that drastic measures are needed to counter it. There is  
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only one  minor dissenting voice, a woman who said that passenger flights should not be taxed 

heavily (but even she agreed that climate change is a menace facing humanity). 

Missing are any scientists putting the alleged ôthreatõ into a different perspective.  

3.2 Feminism and Gender 

This section lists the films in the BBC Ideas catalogue that included discussion of feminism, gender 

and sexism. Many of the titles were collected together in BBC Ideas playlists including, ôFeminism: 

The fight for equalityõ143 and ôUnsung heroinesõ.144 

A solution to Arab sexism ð teaching to fight back - five-year-old  girls should be taught self-
defence techniques against bullying boys 

Are fairy tales sexist? A childõs eye view - princesses are written to be ôweak and stupidõ 

Are men and women from different planets? ð the popular book Men are from Mars, Women 
are from Venus wrongly stereotyped women 

Breaking taboos with tattoos  - a woman tattoo artist claimed she faced prejudice in wanting 
to tattoo women 

Did these French writers have it sussed? - about Simone de Beauvoirõs challenge to ôall aspects 
of bourgeois lifeõ 

Can porn ever be ethical?  - a discussion between two feminists 

Does modern dating encourage racial prejudice?  - men choosing women on the basis of 
appearance - physical or racial stereotypes  - is sexist and exploitative 

Who has not had an existential crisis? - focused again on Simone de Beauvoirõs The Second 
Sex, showing that women had been held back 

Feminism: What does it mean to be a feminist?  - more about Simone de Beauvoirõs ôbrillianceõ, 
and the right of ôreproductive freedomõ 

Five absurd beliefs from the ancient world - Plato and Aristotle believed women to be 
ôincomplete menõ 

Five habits which hold women back at work - including not being assertive enough 

Girlsõ or boysõ ð should toys just be toys? - asserted that gender was ôlearned behaviourõ and 
that there were too many toys aimed at boys. 

The glass ceiling is not yet smashed  - Glenda Jackson claimed that women were still hugely 
under-represented in key roles 

Has the #MeToo movement helped or harmed women?  - Answer: too many women were still 
being raped, and school-age boys had to be taught not to do so  

 

143 https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/feminism-the-fight-for-equality òA playlist that features ideas, women and stories of 
the feminist movement.ó 
144 https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/unsung-heroines òA selection of amazing women who didn't really get the attention 
they deserved.ó 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/feminism-the-fight-for-equality
https://www.bbc.co.uk/ideas/playlists/unsung-heroines
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House, techno grime: Did they start with these women? claimed that two women who had 
helped found the BBC Radiophonics workshop had not been properly recognised 

How I deal with micro-aggressions at work  - such attacks on racial minority women were 
alleged to be daily occurrence 

How Bloomers became a fashion statement made claims ð disputed in other feminist quarters 
ð that Bloomers were an early expression of womenõs rights 

How limits can boost creativity  - females were/are discriminated against in the art world by 
ôpatriarchal, white, middle class menõ 

How one woman transformed Alzheimerõs research - Carol Jennings had identified that 
Alzheimerõs could be spread genetically (not clear why her gender was relevant) 

How one womanõs ôimmortalõ cells changed the worldõ  - again, it was not clear why being 
female was relevant to the story but it was a central point and said to show the need for the 
Black Lives Matter agenda  

Hullõs headscarf revolutionaries - highlighted a campaign led by a woman in Hull to get better 
safety measures for trawlermen  

Introducing Mabel the house robot - It was stressed that this had been developed under the 
mantra ôfreeing your wife from domestic slaveryõ 

Love and gender ð a lesson from ancient Greece? - the poet Sappho regarded sexual 
relationships between women as normal and explored transgenderism  

Opinion: An ancient betrayal that still resonates today - explored the themes of the Greek 
play Antigone and claimed it illustrated why  British-born ôjihadiõ brides should not be stripped 
of their UK citizenship     

Putting penis envy into perspective - it was asserted that patriarchal societies encourage 
ôphallocentrismõ (but that women were happy leading ôpenis-free livesõ) 

Seven simple solutions to the surname dilemma  - it was claimed that ôsmashing the patriarchyõ 
was a good idea and that the current patrilineal system of surnames must end 

The amazing Maya Angelou - she was held up to be an exceptional civil rights campaigner 

The animation genius youõve (probably never heard of) - this claimed that the female German 
film animator Lotte Reiniger had not been properly recognised, unlike Walt Disney.  

The country making sure that women arenõt underpaid ð this focused on Iceland, where scales 
calibrating the social worth of every job were now being enforced 

The curious history of the high heel ð it was projected that the wearing such shoes had been 
imposed on women and was a sign of oppression 

The funny side of feminism ð a comedian said that the key humorous point was that many 
people did not yet see that feminism was necessary 

The girl who helped discover dinosaurs ð this said that the achievements of Marry Anning, a 
pioneer of identifying dinosaur bones, had not been properly recognised by men   

The glass ceiling smashers ð this concluded that true equality in the workplace did not yet 
exist, and that women still faced harassment and discrimination 

The incredible life of Clara Schumann ð it was said that she faced problems with her father 
over her choice of husband and had given up her own music to promote her husbandõs 
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The keyboard champions who changed the sound of music ð it was said that Wendy Carlos, 
previously known as Walter, was an unsung hero of electronic music   

The pioneers of womenõs football ð a central claim was that ôinequalitiesõ still existed in the 
sport and that women were grossly underpaid in comparison to men 

The secret life of Emmeline Pankhurst ð she was said to be a trailblazer, but it was little known 
that she had had adopted four children and helped children born outside marriage 

The teenage mother who changed the High Street ð this was about the young woman who had 
secured a place in card shops for greetings cards for a black clientele 

The vision that will save thousands of new mothers ð the ôunrecognisedõ female Japanese 
scientist who had saved thousands of womenõs lives with blood-clotting perinatal agent   

The woman who tamed lightning ð Naomi Alderman was not properly credited for making 
electric lighting safe 

The women changing the face of motor racing ð Alice Powell, a woman driver, claimed that 
the massively male dominated sport was changing  

The women who changed the way we see the universe ð this focused on three pioneers of 
astronomy who had made breakthrough discoveries but were not properly credited  

What can we learn from the Spartans ð Spartan women were regarded as being as strong as 
men and, unlike elsewhere in the ancient world, could own property 

What did the suffragettes do for you? ð they secured the vote for women but ôsystematic sexual 
harassmentõ still existed and women remained under-represented 

What happens when fans take it too far? - said  there had been an ôuproarõ when Doctor Who 
had been cast as a woman,  and thus suggested that fans saw change as ôinherently badõ  and 
that any kind of evolution is seen as ôevilõ. 

What will family life be in future? ð life had been about ôstay at home mums wielding a rolling 
pinõ; marriage would become only be as popular as ôlast yearõs smartwatchõ  

What would Simone de Beauvoir make of #MeToo? - it was claimed that she would have 
supported it and would be horrified that women were still treated as sexual objects  

Whatõs the point of humiliation? ð men resorted to violence to ôregain their powerõ and to 
avoid humiliation 

Whatõs the point of womenõs rights? ð Cherie Blair argued that inequality cost the world 
economy trillions of dollars every year and that women faced too much of the care burden 

When credit cards were squarely aimed at men ð it was said that early marketing of credit 
cards was sexist because it was aimed at men  

Where did all the women in tech go? ð discrimination against women had been responsible for 
wrecking Britainõs early computer industry 

Where you are banished for having periods ð this said that in Nepal, some women were still 
forced to isolate during menstruation 

Who knew that coffee had such a dark history? ð  it was pointed out that early coffee shops 
in 17th century London had ôexcluded womenõ 

Why are people sexist? ð this posited that there was still horrendous violence against women, 
that they were still regarded as sexual objects, and faced huge discrimination 
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Why boys need to learn about periods ð a teenage girl said their male counterparts must be 
taught about the difficulties women faced 

Why do we have stag and hen dos ð this said stag dos were popular to express deep-rooted 
(but increasingly threatened) ideals about masculinity 

Why the moon is still such a mystery - the narrator said it was ôgood to hearõ that NASA was 
aiming to put a woman on the moon by 2024 in a mission named after Artemis, the twin sister 
of Apollo. 

Why the phrase ôman upõ is so destructive ð in order to get rid of such a dangerous concept, 
men must learn that their basic ideas of masculinity were ôtoxicõ 

I am a woman with a beautiful beard ð a woman with a medical condition triggering the 
growth of facial hair said she had faced down horrendous prejudice against her 

The problem with the strong black woman stereotype  - because oif oppression, black women 
believed ôbeing strongõ  was essential to survive, but it caused huge mental health problems for 
them 

When Iõm dancing, I feel like flying ð a black woman ballerina said she had faced heavy 
prejudice when she had been young    

Why I changed my name to Steve ð Dame Stephanie Shirley, a computer industry pioneer, said 
she had changed her name to Steve to avoid prejudice against women 

 

3.3 Discrimination against minorities  

A total of 77 of the videos covered racism, those who had physical and mental issues, young 

people, the homeless, the poor, transgender individuals, the lonely and more:   

A brief and ghoulish history of vampires ð those who look different are exploited and bled 
dry 

A brief history of psychedelic research ð suggested that people suffering from depression had 
been denied potential treatment with such drugs because prejudice had made them illegal 

A homeless personõs guide to homelessness ð not enough help or resources were available 
for the homeless because their difficulties were projected as difficult 

A radical vision of a new Africa  - suggested that Africa had been a victim of white colonialism 
and built on white supremacy and ôblatant racismõ  

A refugeeõs guide to being a refugee ð it was said that refugees in the UK were treated badly 
by a regime which was  slow to grant work permits and blocked routes to education    

A solution to refugee suffering: give them cash ð refugee suffering should be reduced by 
allowing them to have credit cards rather than vouchers   

Are millennials the most nostalgic generation? ð they were having a tougher time than their 
parents because they had to cope with Brexit and rocketing house prices 

An A-Z of living through tough times ð private landlords and ôthe privilegedõ were said to be 
vultures who exploited the poor and had wrecked the high street 
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Are moral choices really are own?  - it was said that poverty restricted freedom of choice and 
pushed the poor into doing things which were morally bad 

Are we living in an age of anger? ð racism, misogyny and blind resentment were fuelled by 
Donald Trump  and the ôtoxic politics of resentmentõ 

Busting some common myths about being trans ð a range of transgender individuals claimed 
they were regarded as abnormal and dangerous 

Can education heal the rifts in US society? ð in the US, the Black Lives Matter agenda could 
be adopted and the national anthem dropped if people were re-educated  

Capitalism ð Is it here to stay? ð it was argued that the spread of capitalism to the US had 
been underpinned by the ômonstrosities of the slave tradeõ 

Do we have a right not to be lonely? ð it was suggested that there should be new legislation 
establishing that people had the right not to be lonely 

Does modern dating encourage racial prejudice?* (also in the feminism section) ð seeking racial 
stereotypes as partners was ôracistõ and should not be allowed 

Doctor Spock: The man who changed childcare - it was claimed he had suffered attacks from 
Republicans for being permissive and opposing the Vietnam war 

Freedom is a pair of bionic hands - Tilly, a 13 year old, wanted everyone in such need to have 
access to hands like her own, as amputees had the right to independence and should be able to 
live their lives without being judged. 

How I deal with micro-aggressions at work* (also in the feminism section) ð it was claimed that 
black women received ôhostile and derogatoryõ bombardment every day.  

How a kiss on Star Trek made history  -  The kiss between white and black characters was,  it 
was claimed,  a statement about the struggle for civil rights. 

How a secret language hit the mainstream - being gay used to land people in jail, and in 
response, gay people  had developed Polari, a secret language 

How limits can boost creativity* (also in the feminism section), being biracial or black was a 
bar to becoming an artist because that world was ôpatriarchal, white and middle classõ. 

How one womanõs ôimmortalõ cells changed the world* (also in the feminism section) _ 
Henrietta Lacks, whose cancer cells did not die and had been a cornerstone of medical research, 
had faced racial prejudice when alive and her family had been badly treated  after she had 
died because they were black  

How racial stereotypes shape how we see the world  - white people had represented black 
people  through ôracialised tropesõ which could be traced back to ôcolonialism, historic anti-
blackness and the legacy of slaveryõ   

How should we define civilisation? ð white people had defined it in terms of their own 
perceived racial superiority.  Those outside were deemed ôbarbariansõ.  

How stories shape our minds  - books such as Harry Potter reduced prejudice towards 
controversial topics such as same sex marriages, or immigration, and ôstigmatised groupsõ. 

How to solve youth violence (and how we can all help) ð it was said that youth violence could 
be solved by devoting more resources to extracurricular subjects 
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Individualism; good or bad thing? ð individuals like John Wayne who asserted individualism 
were thought to be the source of ôWestern degeneracyõ, leading to ôconsumerism, selfishness and 
community breakdownõ   

Is ôblack donõt crackõ a myth? Poet Theophina Gabriel dispelled the ômythõ that black skin did 
not age. She argued in her poem that no-one was immune to the sun 

Libertarianism: What is it? A Simple guide ð it was claimed Ronald Reagan was a champion 
of such ôright-wingõ views, but ôcriticsõ argued no-one was free unless they had access to ôdecent 
housing, health care and educationõ 

Opinion: We need to stop oversimplifying violence ð victims of racial discrimination had no 
alternative to carrying knives and violence happened because of government subjugation 

Orientalism: When will we stop stereotyping people? ð Europeans saw the Orient as ôinferior, 
uncivilised and weirdõ; Asians suffered a ôunique type of racism and stereotypingõ 

The amazing Maya Angelou* (also in the feminism section) - it was said that she was ôjoyous 
and memorableõ, despite her befriending of Malcolm X.  

The funny thing about... being offensive  - claimed that modern racial slurs emerged from 
Western plunder and subjugation, and imbuing entire communities of people with the stigma of 
unworthiness by force of military empires    

The funny thing about éprivilege  - a comedian claimed that as a ôblack, queer woman living 
in post-Brexit Britain, she experienced sexism and racism and homophobia, and her ôcomedyõ 
routine attacked numerous aspects of inequality and unfairness in the UK 

The funny thing about... online trolling - Bilal Zafar said he had been told he should adopt 
British values for complaining that he had suffered discrimination 

The guide dog that spies on people who ignore its owner - Amit Patelõs guide dog, Kika, had 
a camera in her collar filming the discrimination he could not see. It was said that people 
ôdiscriminatedõ against him, and that he was ignored 

The hidden meanings in music hall lyrics - these were often about high rents, overcrowding, 
poverty, hunger and violence, which working class Victorian Londoners suffered 

The new virtual country with no borders ð it was said that the Good Country project was ôusing 
globalism to end nationalismõ. The goal was to promote a different form of loyalty 

The problem with the colour nude - it was said that the fashion industryõs designation of this 
skin tone was a declaration that people of colour did not exist 

The school bringing a divided community together, said that Israel had only six such 
establishments and that the Israel-Palestine conflict was ôstill a source of conflictõ.   

The secret to success? ð the deputy head of GCHQ said that his East African ôcolonialõ 
background had meant he ôdared to be differentõ and to challenge Foreign Office norms.   

The teenage mother who changed the High Street -  said she was the first person to have 
secured a presence for black and multicultural cards in the UK, and that she had endured ôthe 
challenges which are a reality for people of colourõ. 

The visionary behind virtual reality ð Jaron Lanier said that Donald Trumpõs statements about 
immigrants and race were ôterrifyingõ. 

Understanding the mechanics of hatred  - BBC journalist Allan Little asserted that US Vietnam 
troops  had been taught to see native women and children as their enemies; the Black Liberation 
movement in South Africa had shown a way out against such hatred. 
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Viewpoint: How money can make you heartless - said that wealth alienated the rich from 
other people and its accumulation was the root of (negative) human  hierarchies. 

Wake up! Foucaultõs warning on fake news ð he would have seen that social media gave a 
voice to immigrants and marginalised groups against ôpower structuresõ. 

Welcome to Petra ð a little bit of heaven on earth - suggested it was evidence of an immigrant-
based paradise in the desert (but there was no mention of the human sacrifice practised there). 

What can therapy teach us about national crises? - argued that problems such as climate 
change, inequality and nuclear threats should be dealt with the same basic psychological 
principles as an individual would be when facing mental stress.  

What is ôblack joyõ and why do we need it in our lives? ð it was argued that ôblack joyõ was 
constrained by Western culture and that black trauma dominated 

What would the UK be like without immigration ð it was suggested that all aspects of national 
life would suffer without high levels of immigrants 

Wheelchairs in the sky - there were vox pops from wheelchair users complaining that they were 
treated ôlike a carcassõ by airlines 

When globalisation makes you feel you donõt belong ð world leaders such as Trump,  cashing 
in on ôsentimentalised longing for homeõ, were making immigrants feel unwelcome 

Why (almost) all world maps are wrong ð  said that the Mercator projection in most maps 
made Africa look smaller and endorsed European imperialistic attitudes 

Why IQ is not the same as intelligence - posited that IQ tests had discriminated against 
immigrants and had been used for political aims often linked to racism (and sexism) 

Why are people homophobic? - asserted that homophobia was rooted in that straight men did 
not like the idea of gay sex, that they believed gay men fancied all men, and that talking about 
being gay meant they could be gay 

Why are people racist? ð it was asserted that overt racism was casual and prevalent in all public 
arenas in the UK, and that it was intrinsic in white, middle class people 

Why do we chant at football matches? - it was said that such behaviour facilitated group 
bonding, but was also sometimes ôracist and homophobicõ 

Why shouldnõt men wear make-up? ða group of individuals (seemingly identifying as ômen)  in 
Nigeria said  that they faced jail for dressing up and expressing their respective sexualities  

Why the world needs more disagreeable people ð it was claimed that among minority groups, 
parents wanted their children to ôbehaveõ, and made them unassertive. 

Why we all love political memes ð internet ômemesõ were now part of political campaigning 
and were used to spread ôhateõ by Donald Trump. 

Why we need comedy more than ever - a comedian asserted that racism was baked into US 
history and that he used it comedy to address prejudice against Muslims (with clip of Trump) 

Will humans keep getting smarter? - argued that the ôneurodiversity movementõ those with 
differing ôneurological capacitiesõ should not be excluded but rather integrated within society 

Will we be superhuman by 2039? was whether a ôrobotic boostõ, such as that provided by 
modern prosthetic limbs, would allow ônurses and factory workersõ ð ôwho deserve a gold medal 
but rarely get oneõ ð to complete their work more easily. 
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Xenophobism: The story of ancient roots ð it was said that racism and xenophobia were 
different but often related in attacking immigrants and restricting numbers 

Eight things not to say to someone with HIV ð sufferers asserted that that there was a lot of 
ignorance about what having HIV meant, including that it was the result of promiscuity,  that it 
was not possible to have a family, that it was only contracted through having unprotected sex .  

Art needs to become political ð entertainers could not sit on the fence and needed to energise 
youth against prejudice 

Guns are making ghosts of our children ð an artist claimed the US was ôfetishisticõ about guns 
and the national flag; the right to bear arms should be repealed because the US constitution 
was not working 

Iõm a man, not a baby! - an actor with learning disabilities said he deserved to be treated with 
dignity and respect and not made to feel like a child. 

Stop telling me Iõm speeding in my wheelchair ð BBC non-executive director Tanni Grey-
Thompson claimed there was still a ôhuge amountõ of low-level discrimination against disabled 
people and that they were not yet an accepted part of society 

The problem with the strong black woman stereotype* (also under feminism) ð said that black 
women felt they needed to be strong to survive but this badly affected their mental health 

We need to stop the schizophrenia stigma - asserted that there were strong misunderstandings 
about what was  involved, so sufferers were badly treated 

What Stan Leeõs comics taught me about black history ð could ôtake the pain out of being 
blackõ because they symbolically expressed the civil rights struggle and cast black people as 
positive. 

When Iõm dancing, I feel like flying* (also under feminism) ð a black ballerina said she had 
faced discrimination because of her colour, but now celebrated diversity in her own company 

Why I chose refuges as housemates - the focus was a project in Amsterdam housed 250 locals 
and 250 refugees, the goal being to spread better understanding and integration.  

Why I am still fighting racism at 90, an immigrant claimed that discrimination against him had 
begun when he came to the UK from Jamaica in 1952, and continued. 

Addiction is a response to emotional pain - claimed that many mental health issues were ôborn 
of the imperial pastõ, ôboarding school cultureõ and ôrising inequalityõ . 

Britain is in denial about race ð an author claimed that racism in the UK was worse than that in 
the UK and there was no understanding of what white dominance meant 

 

3.4 Dominantly ôConservativeõ Titles 

78: Do we need a new understanding of national identity? Francis Fukuyama argued that 
ônational identityõ had suffered a bad press because it had been bracketed with war but did 
not have to be aggressive or based on ethnicity. He concluded it was necessary for the smooth 
functioning of society. He added that people needed a sense of cultural identity based on the 
rule of law and democracy with institutions which facilitated deliberation, acting collectively and 
making decisions. Current wars in areas such as Syria and the Yemen were between people who 
did not have an over-arching sense of identity, and that also hindered economic activity. 
Attempts at providing welfare could not work outside a nation or other strong community of 
interest. A big problem now was that people were identifying with smaller and smaller interest 
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groups and that led to polarisation and the feeling that democracy did not work. He suggested 
that national identity ôincreased the radius of trustõ across an entire society rather than being 
located in different ethnic groups or social classes. 
 
Mr Fukuyama posited, in effect, that ônationalismõ ð so derided elsewhere in the collection as a 
regressive force ð was an essential component of peace. He was the sole voice making such an 
argument. 
 
233: Jordan Peterson: Why we need more rules. 
 
This is prefaced with the statement that he had a ôhuge global fan base ð but many detractorsõ. 
Thatõs an explicit warning that his views are controversial and need to be viewed with caution. 
Professor Peterson himself prefaced his piece by saying his chair was at the University of Toronto. 
He claimed that for fifty years, the West had fed itself on a ôa steady diet of freedom and 
rightsõ, and people seemed to do what they wanted when they wanted it and that this was 
necessary for our self-esteem and happiness. As a result we were blind to half the world and 
were suffering in consequence. He asserted that what was actually needed instead was 
responsibility, and the care we took with ourselves, our families and the broader society in which 
we existed. Professor Peterson said that too much freedom was indistinguishable from chaos, 
and this paralysed and deadened. The rules needed limited freedom, but were no antithetical 
to it. The rules we needed were harmony, differentiated good from bad and gave ideals to aim 
for; listening to the views of others and testing assumptions, including your own; an assumption 
initially of humility, that others might know more; not classifying the planet as horrible, to avoid 
hating those who allegedly cause suffering; instead, to ask whether you had put your own house 
in order; to stop blaming capitalism; to aim for the highest good imaginable and work towards 
it; to eschew resentment and anger; to strive for the best.  
 
Professor Peterson was allowed to put across his core ideas over 4 minutes 19 secs. But in the 
sea of opinion based on those who disagreed with his approach, this was a tiny blip.  
 
449: What really shapes your worldview? David Goodhart, author of The Road to Somewhere, 
claimed the world was now dominated by ôAnywheresõ, who were only about 25% of the 
population, better educated and affluent, but had triggered open borders, a decline in the 
family, a collapse in ômiddlingõ jobs, and a massive increase in higher education which favoured 
the ôAnywhereõ world view. Mr Goodheart asserted that ôAnywheresõ had self-regard and naïve 
liberalism. By contrast, the ôSomewheresõ were more ôrootedõ and valued group attachments, 
familiarity and security but had been edged out and ôevisceratedõ by the ending of technical 
education which yielded decent jobs for them, and branded as xenophobic and chauvinistic or 
nationalistic for not feeling comfortable with the changes forced on to them. Mr Goodhart 
claimed that the vote for Brexit was the ôSomewheresõ asserting they wanted a different 
settlement in British politics.   
 
This clearly expounded the idea that a majority of the population was being ignored by current 
policies pursued by progressive left-leaning elite and was trying to fight back.  
 
436: What if the UK legalised drugs? Kevin Sabet, a White House adviser on drugs policy and 
opponent of liberalisation of drugs laws, argued that legalisation would escalate drugs usage 
and trigger more violence and the availability of stronger drugs. He also suggested that health 
services would be overwhelmed. Sue Pryce, whose son had died in consequence of his use of 
illegal drugs, counter-claimed that current laws against drug use made the trade more 
dangerous and said it should be controlled by the state.  
 
Mr Sabet advanced a strong ôconservativeõ perspective and had a brief time advance different 
strands some key points. But Ms Pryce was given equal time. Other videos suggests that 
psychotropic drugs had positive impact on creativity and had received a bad press.  
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536: Why the term ôpopulismõ is dishonest. In this video, US journalist and author Lionel Shriver, 
advocated that ôpopulismõ properly meant ôsupport for the concerns of ordinary peopleõ and the 
exercise of democratic choice, but when the left lost, it had become a term for ômob rule, a 
rabble brandishing pitchforks, barbarians at the gatesõ. Thus for Remainers in the Brexit debate, 
it was people not doing what they were told, the consequence of which was leaving important 
decisions to ôa bunch of idiotsõ. Ms Shriver added that commentators lazily lumped together 
disparate movements in the US, Hungary, Austria, Denmark, Germany and other countries under 
the ôpopulistõ tag to differentiate shades within opposition to liberal values. She claimed that 
some Trump supporters might deserve ôpejorative connotations, but Leave voters do notõ. She 
concluded that before using the word ôpopulistõ, ôbigotedõ should perhaps be used instead.  
 
This was an important attack on the improper use of the word ôpopulismõ, tempered by that Ms 
Shriver also used the slot to attack President Trump. It ran to only 2 minutes 22 secs and covered 
the ground effectively as far as it went, but was insufficient to counter the strong attacks on those 
who opposed liberal values elsewhere in the canon.  
 
557: Will we worship artificial intelligence in future? Elizabeth Oldfield, of the ôTheos Christian 
think-tankõ, accepted that technologies such as Artificial Intelligence made brilliant tool and could 
contribute to human flourishing. But increasing numbers now believed that AI ôsingularityõ, when 
machines became self-conscious, could happen in this generation and that humans would end up 
being subservient to machines. The argument included that religion was a thing of the past and 
was not needed because technology would overcome human frailties and even death. She 
asserted that there were serious flaws in this thinking and that as a Christian and a humanist, 
there was a need to accept that religion was not in the past, and in fact, according to the Pew 
Forum, those who believed in it was likely to rise from 84% now to 90% in the mid-century. 
Second, that although religion regrettably sometimes caused harm, that was the exception rather 
than the rule, and on the contrary, it was in most cases good for well-being. And third, religions 
did not see the fragility of our bodies and the reality of death as ôbugs in the systemõ but ôcentral 
to the messy, fragile, rich, beautiful reality of being aliveõ The key was not to fear death, and 
the way forward with technology was not to put ôchildlike faith in machinesõ but to use the 
centuries of wisdom we already have to help guide us through the human problem. The need 
was to build a kinder, fairer, more human world. Though robots might help us, they could not 
save us.  
 
This was straightforward advocacy of the religious perspective against the idea that it was now 
irrelevant. It underlined that elsewhere in the catalogue, there was very little exploration of the 
importance of religious ideas in terms of the future. By contrast, there were numerous videos 
which was based on assumptions that ð in effect ð religion was not central to the human condition 
and the assertion of logic and ôrightsõ was.  
 
A further factor is that the ôBuild Back Betterõ agenda is heavily predicated upon that AI and 
robots are going to take over human tasks over the next decades. It is striking that the only 
significant discussion of the importance of Christian and religious values is framed in the AI 
context.  
 
567: Donõt leave censorship to Facebook. Historian and commentator Niall Ferguson said the 
newly-empowered social networks on the internet had promised a ôglobal communityõ but were 
now taking what they called ôhate speechõ off their platforms, giving themselves even more 
power to decide. He asserted that it was better to accept free speech at the risk of being 
offended by what others said. It should be left to individuals to decide ônot citizen Zuckõ.  
 
This was only two minutes long, but advocated an important point about the protection of free 
speech in the face of attempts to block content deemed not acceptable by Silicon Valley. There 
were repeated assaults on ôhate speechõ and ôfake newsõ on other videos but nothing else which 
considered the consequences and problems of blocking content. 
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579: People are nicer than you think. Rutger Bregman, author of Utopia for Realists, said that 
people were essentially ôniceõ and that for every corrupt politician, there were thousands of 
idealists. People identified more with helpfulness and kindness more than the need for money or 
power. The problem was that were constantly inundated with information about the bad which 
existed in the world. The result was a surveillance state which brought out the worst in people 
and projected that we were cheats, scroungers and worse. If people were treated nicely, it 
would spark a revolution on work-floors, novel policies would start to look like common-sense, 
policies for autonomous teams freed from top down management, for an unconditional basic 
income to eradicate poverty and for participatory democracy that empowered its citizens. He 
said that now, more than ever, it was an act of rebellion to assume the good in each other. 

This fitted neatly with the Stephen Pinker (below) in that he said that changes in the stateõs 
handling of people would spark a revolution which enabled the good in most people to become 
more dominant than the current focus on the problems of society and the alleged badness in 
people.  
 
Again, it stood out because it was against the tide of the vast majority of the videos. 
 
580: Prayer is the greatest freedom of all. Father Giles, a Benedictine monk, said that in the 
context of love, prayer was the greatest freedom of all because it was a relationship and a gift 
of God. Silence was enabling because it freed people to listen and be available. Possessions 
possessed you and so the less you had, the more freedom you could enjoy. Letting go of things 
brought detachment and eventually the ultimate impoverishment in death, but that freed people 
for eternal life. Life was tough at times but the retirement benefits were ôout of this worldõ.  
 
 

3.5 Films with Incidental ôConservativeõ Opinion  

In video 58, entitled Can you love and object?, Lionel Shriver argued that property was 
important to us, but that it was important to realise that such ownership was an illusion. If an 
object broke, it was not the same as being punched in the face The idea that we ôownedõ 
property was also false ð we were simply ôrentingõ space for the duration of our lives. She was 
thus advocating that putting emphasis on ownership was fraught with problems.  
 
203: How well do you know John Lennon? This suggested that peace legend Lennon, an icon 
of the ôliberal-leftõ was also a self-confessed wife-beater and had been cruel to his son Julian.  
 
204: How well do you know Mahatma Gandhi? Russell Kane suggested that Gandhi, another 
liberal-left icon because of his anti-colonialism stance, was known for uniting India. But that image 
was qualified with claims that he slept naked next to young women to ôproveõ that he was 
celibate.  
 
227: Is trying to predict the future a waste of time? Author Michael Lewis suggested that trying 
to predict unpredictable events ð for example in financial markets or political campaigns ð was 
a waste of time. Attempts to predict what would happen with Donald Trump or Brexit had ended 
in failure and ôexpertsõ discredited. The result was that people were thinking too much about the 
future and not enough about the present.  
 
In itself, this was a common-sense, reasonable warning about the limitations of predictive models. 
It is a shame that the editors of the BBC Ideas collection did not apply such caution to extensive 
modelling used in the climate change domain.  
 
241: Margaret Thatcher - green pioneer? Russell Kane, the comedian, claimed that Margaret 
Thatcher had understood that climate change warranted government action and had also 
empowered people by allowing to buy their own homes and had ôblazed a trail as a womanõ, 
as well as enabling working people. 
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It should also be noted Mr Kane, was misinformed or disingenuous about Mrs Thatcherõs attitude 
towards climate. She had welcomed early steps towards monitoring climate issues, but Brenda 
Montague, writing in the Ecologist said in 2018 that she had later changed her mind and became 
a climate changer ôdenierõ145 His main point in his item was thus demolished by a Green 
campaigner.  
 
344: The nasty side of social media. This detailed that a woman had been torn apart on social 
media for an allegedly racist remark that was not, and had been taken out of context. The 
conclusion was that many saw social media as ônonconformistõ but was being used to create a 
more conformist world.  
 
This could be taken as a mildly negative observation that ôgoodõ people were being destroyed 
by those who believed they were nonconformists, but in fact were acting like a ômobõ.  
 
371: The subtle art of persuasion. In this video. Guto Harri, who had been PR for Boris Johnson 
during his first spell as Mayor of London, and had worked for the BBC for 18 years before that, 
was said to be a ôcommunications expert. He advocated in his contribution that Mr Johnson had 
deployed words ôfor great effectõ and had, for example, compared cuts in housing benefit in 
London to ôKosovo-style cleansingõ, with the result that ôeverybody listenedõ. The other tips in the 
piece were about not dehumanising people who had a cause by invoking ôrulesõ to deny them; 
to deliver messages with body language and enthusiasm; to give yourself ôcelebrity statusõ ð for 
example by dressing well ð so that people took note; and being true to yourself.  
 
Thus the only ôconservativeõ point in the film was the assertion that Boris Johnson was an effective 
communicator.  
 
391: Three things you might not know about Queen Victoria. Comedian Russell Kane claimed 
as his initial point that Victoria she had been Queen of an Empire which ôkilled and exploited 
millions of peopleõ, and founded the first concentration camps. It was thus firmly ôwokeõ and anti-
British. But he also noted that she had donated two thousand pounds to the Irish potato famine 
victims and claimed patronisingly that it seemed she ôwas not entirely comfortable with what her 
empire was doingõ. He said she had also been firm about religious freedom in India. He posed 
the question whether she could thus be personally held to blame for the ôdodgy factsõ (as he put 
it) about the British empire.   
 
Mr Kane did allow that Queen Victoria understood philanthropy and tolerance, and, in effect, 
had personal compassion towards others. But he painted the British Empire to be totally 
destructive and murderous in intent. His approach typified the overall intent of BBC Ideas to 
attack almost every aspect of British history and culture.  
 
422: What do lucky people do differently? This suggested that luck was not based on chance 
alone, but was the result of so-called ôluckyõ individuals giving extra attention to issues which 
they were dealing with, including being open to opportunities, maintaining an optimistic outlook, 
trusting their intuitions and developing a resilient approach when bad things happened. Tui 
Mclean, of the BBC, illustrated the concept by turning to President Obamaõs assertion in 2012 
that success required the assistance of other people. This was seen by some, she said, as an insult 
to the ôwork ethicõ and others had asserted that ôluckõ was a vital; ingredient in success. Robert 
H. Frank , an economist, accepted that luck and inherited traits could be a factor in success, but 
so, for many, was hard work.  
 
Thus the piece strongly suggested that ôluckõ did play a significant part in ôsuccessõ, but also that 
a key factor was hard work and determination.  
 

 

145 : https://theecologist.org/2018/oct/17/who-drove-thatchers-climate-change-u-turn 

https://theecologist.org/2018/oct/17/who-drove-thatchers-climate-change-u-turn
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451: What would Florence Nightingale make of big data? Statistician David Spiegelhalter 
outlined that Florence Nightingale, as a hospital manager and medic, had collected important 
medical data and used it to back up her campaigning to improve the nationõs health. As a result, 
she had saved lives on an unprecedented scale.  
    
This was a straightforward appreciation of the work of Florence Nightingale, pointing out that 
she had used statistics to enhance her nursing practice, and as an aid to publicising the 
importance of nursing.  
 
456: What would life be like without the state? This short film (2m 31s) by Gregory Sams was 
based on his book The State is Out of Date. He argued that ôbottom upõ society would make the 
world a better, richer place in which there was no state repression. Enterprise would flourish and 
not be hampered by large corporations, and community needs would also be met. He advocated 
that chaos theory provided evidence that ð despite what we believed ð government was not 
necessary and indeed was inefficient and inept in everything it did.  
 
This was a brief exploration of a radical and genuinely fascinating framework of ideas at strong 
odds with prevailing views in BBC Ideas, that the state must take on more powers and spend 
more, for example to deal with the threat of climate change. His point was that our needs need 
to be met locally and in association with each other, rather than by centralised authority.  
 
476: When Brexit divides your family. In overall terms at a family level, this projected that 
Brexit still remained divisive. However, it also suggested that people could get on, though, by 
respecting the views of the other. There was thus a glimpse of support for the Brexit perspective.  
  
549. Why you should always wear trainers at work. This was presented by Justine Roberts, 
founder of Mumsnet, who gave straightforward tips as a woman about how to succeed in 
business. It thus swam against the tide elsewhere in the BBC Ideas collection that females were 
victims of discrimination and that a main imperative was to overthrow the need for enterprise.  
 
563: Relativism: Is it wrong to judge other cultures? Nigel Warburton argued that because, 
for example, the Nazis viewed Jews as sub-human, it was best to steer clear or moral relativism. 
He also said that truth could not be relative, either.  
 
This stood out against numerous examples of such judgments ð for example, that the British 
Empire, viewed through the lens of today, was unconditionally bad ð and thus contained a 
ôconservativeõ element. But it was not detailed enough to explore the perspective properly and 
thus served to underline that BBC Ideas as a whole have been framed on foundations of moral 
relativity.   
 
569: Five ways the world was getting better. Psychologist Steve Pinker, who, it was said 
believed that life was improving ônot just in the West, but worldwideõ. Mr Pinker outlined that 
we now worked 20 hours a week less than in Victorian times. Women had aids which meant 
wash day was not a drudge and took a couple of hours rather than a whole day. Another 
improvement was that people were getting smarter, the result of better nutrition. There was also 
far better access to ôcultureõ such as movies and music which could be streamed at will. He added 
that despite claims that inequality was increasing, this was not the case, largely because the 
fortunes of the worst off had improved a lot. About 200 years ago, 90% of the world ensured 
extreme poverty, now that figure was only 10%. As a result, poor countries were getting better 
faster than the rich countries. There was also an increase in life expectancy.  
 
He qualified this at the end by claiming that against this there was the alleged threat of harmful 
climate change, as well as ôilliberal movementsõ towards fascism and nationalismõ. This, he 
claimed, on balance, showed that attempts at improvement were not futile.  
 
Overall, Mr Pinker brought a perspective not seen in dozens of other videos, that the world 
overall seemed to be improving, especially with regard to reducing poverty and inequality. It 
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was strongly tempered by his ôwokeõ ideas of climate alarmism and the dangers of nationalism, 
but this did not swamp the message which was at the core of his claims.    
 
588: What being a hostage taught me about happiness. Terry Waite, the archbishop of 
Canterburyõs former special envoy, who was held hostage in Lebanon for five years, said he 
had managed to find inner peace despite his ordeal.  
 
This video did not contain any political points, but was an instance of a man principally known 
for his important role in the Church of England and as a Christian being given a platform to 
explain his recipe to achieve inner peace against extreme adversity.  
 
 

3.6 Climate Change Bias 

All the titles are based on assumptions that climate change is a planetary emergency. None in 

this category contains balancing counter-views. The named contributors are all working from 

personal/professional agendas which accept that emergency measures must be introduced as 

soon as possible. Only one of the contributors is trained specifically in climatology, and so all 

the others were expressing predominately political views. 

In (43), Are you suffering from eco-anxiety? One contributor said she was no going to have 
children because she was so frightened of the impact of climate change. Another said he had 
both anxiety and sadness because he would see coastal cities flooded, more forest fires, more 
flash floods and tornadoes.  

Grahame Raeburn, who has a ôsustainableõ fashion business, in (50) Can fashion ever be 
sustainable? , suggested it could be if others followed his example and made more expensive 
clothes made of durable materials. He advocated that clothes should not be washed, either, 
because laundering released plastics into waterways. Mr Raeburn is a member of a political 
movement which sees the current pandemic as proof that much stronger measures need to be 
taken by the state against consumption of all kinds.  

Also in the fashion domain, Jacquie Otagburuagu, a broadcast documentary producer, in (509), 
Why do we have so much stuff?, said that because she was mindful of the impact the fashion 
industry had on climate change, said she was making sure that 50 per cent of her wardrobe 
came from ôvintage storesõ.  

Andrew Simms, political economist who is campaigning for the end of ôeconomic growthõ and thus 
is a political activist, in (56), Can we transform the world in 12 years?, stated baldly that there 
were only 12 years to stop ôdevastating climate consequences such as the temperature rising by 
1.5C. 

Mr Simmsõs views on climate change were also centre stage in (403), Viewpoint: Itõs time we 
ended our love affair with cars. He asserted that cars should come with a health warning like 
cigarettes. He said that during lock down emissions had fallen by 17 per cent and air pollution 
by 60 per cent, and claimed a 500-metre drive destroyed a kilo of ice cap ice.    

David Saddington, a self-styled ôclimate change communicatorõ who claimed that every year 
since 2000 had suffered ôrecord-breaking heatõ, in (64), Climate change: the ôgrand challengeõ 
of our generation, stated that the parts of the planet would become uninhabitable in his lifetime 
because of ôrising seas and extreme heatõ. He also baldly claimed that recent flooding along 
the River Ouse in York was evidence of his views, despite this being a regular occurrence since 
Norman times.  
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Dr Magda Osman, a psychologist, in (65), Climate change: The problem with the ôenemyõ 
narrative, suggested that those who did not believe in alarmism were deluded and stubborn for 
psychological reasons, and therefore those like Donald Trump who were in this class, should not 
be branded as ôenemiesõ but rather persuaded into correct thinking by other means.  

Journalist Lucy Jones (with no stated qualifications in science), in (70), Could you be suffering 
from plant blindness?, claimed that the natural world was vanishing at an alarming rate 
because of climate change, which was danger to humans because they relied on plants for food.  

Artist Ella Saltmarshe, in (79), Do we need to re-think our ideas of time?, stated bluntly that 
humans were wrecking the planet at an alarming rate and that this generation was the first to 
feel the effects of climate change and the last to be able to do something about it. She said her 
artistic work reflected that and that her job was to ôact as a guardian for future generationsõ. 
To that end, her group had stopped the building of a 13-mile motorway.  

In (85), Does humanityõs future lie out at sea?, Joe Quirke, who believes that, in advocating 
cities in the sea, this was offering an ôecological solutionõ to manõs problems, and claimed that 
one billion of the worldõs poorest people would soon inhabit ôfloating nations on the seaõ.  
 
Mineral physicist Simon Redfern, in (113), Four ways AI can tackle climate change, suggested 
that artificial intelligence could facilitate faster understanding of the increased number of 
disasters ôcaused by climate changeõ, by handling ore data handling in assessing the scale of 
climate change, through allowing new ways of generating electricity, and by more efficient fuel 
usage. 
 
Dr Daisy Alexander Ginsberg, an architect, in (123), Have we got the idea of progress all 
wrong?, stated that we were living in an age of ôbiodiversity collapseõ, and advocated that if 
we could not protect existing life, we should be working to create ôartificial lifeõ, and ôprogressing 
the environmentõ, with projects such as reviving the white rhino.  
 
In (145), How do you define a decade?, it was suggested that a theme of the decade was 
ôclimate emergencyõ, then David Attenborough said that he thought the world was waking up ôto 
what weõve done to the planetõ. 

In (147), How fireflies inspired energy-efficient lights, it was said that 5% of greenhouse gas 
emissions were ôfrom electricityõ and the narrator explained that the structure of the firefly 
abdomen was being used to try make LEDs 50 per cent more efficient.  
 
Mark Lynas, a climate emergency campaigning journalist, in (148), How half a degree could 
change the world forever, argued that rising temperatures would seriously diminish rainforests, 
coral reefs and polar bears as well as triggering sea level rises, melting the Arctic ice cap. The 
need was to cut CO2 emissions by 50 per cent, overcoming the resistance of ôpowerfulõ fossil 
fuel interests and some heads of state. He argued that trillions of dollars of investment was 
needed to transform the global energy system. If that did not happen, it would be a world of 
ôflood, fire and conflictõ.  
 
In (171), How to build an igloo (when the climate is changing), inhabitants of Greenland said 
it was getting harder because the climate was changing fast. A caption claimed the Greenland 
ice sheet was melting at the rate of 270 billion tons a year.  
 
Anthropologist Jason Hickel, who studies ôinequalitiesõ, in (173), How to create an economy 
where humans flourish, stated baldly that addiction to economic growth was killing us. He said 
it was impossible to be addicted to growth on a finite planet, and the result was climate change, 
extinctions and deforestation, caused by ôover consumption in rich countriesõ . He advocated as 
a result ôdegrowthõ, which he asserted would increase human happiness ôwhile reducing our 
economic footprintõ. Mr Hickel wanted curbs on advertising, taxes on carbon, a purge of 
unnecessary jobs, and the overthrow of the tyranny of GDP.  
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Christine Figueres, the former UN ôclimate chiefõ, said in (210), Imagining a world without fossil 
fuels, that if that happened, traffic noise would be massively reduced, every single home would 
have electricity, no matter how far it was from the grid, governments would no longer have to 
fund or help police fossil fuel resources, trillions of taxpayer dollars would be free up, smog and 
greenhouse gasses would plummet, public health would improve, electricity belonged to 
everyone, and would be brought to everyone (including the 1.3 billion currently without it), 
climate agreements would bind governments to work peacefully together, and renewable 
energy would be better than fossil fuel energy. It would be the ônewtopiaõ, the only question 
being how quickly it could be attained.  
 

Open University lecturer, Eleni Dimou146, who is strongly anti-capitalist, in (221), Is it time to 

reassess our relationship with nature?, posited that early man in South America lived in 
ôharmony with natureõ. By contrast, the philosophical outlook of the West, including colonialism, 
had fostered the idea that man was the master of the earth and nature his servant. The result 
had been the Anthropocene epoch, with man trying to bend the planetõs resources to his will, and 
climate change.  

BBC journalist Amol Rajan, in (224), Is the coronavirus crisis a chance to reset the world? , 
suggested that it might lead to the ôflourishing of new ideasõ, including new ways of travelling, 
working and living, as well as generating new thoughts about ôour attitudes towards 
consumptionõ.  

Steve Waygood, a former climate change activist in the WWF, and Dr Nina Seega, of a 
Cambridge- based ôsustainabilityõ group, in (229), Is your pension contributing to climate 
change?, argued that investment money could do immense amounts of damage if it was not used 
towards stopping climate change. Mr Waygood claimed that forest fires were being caused by 
investment in mining companies who produced fossil fuels, and stated this must stop, with money 
put into ôrenewableõ energy instead. Both stated that pension funds must become more open 
about their investments.   

Danny Dorling, a geography professor at Oxford, in (248), The super-rich are damaging the 
environment, argued that the greedy super-rich did not know how to control themselves and 
disproportionately contributed to ôgreenhouse gases and carbon pollutionõ. He argued that their 
excesses must be stopped by the removal of inequalities. 

In (270), Should we stop flying?, Paul Chatterton ,a professor of urban studies, said he had not 
flown for 14 years and it should be restricted to one or two flights per person a year, with 
anything above that taxed by a £10,000 bill. He argued that 80 per cent of flights were taken 
by 20 per cent of people, and it was thus a ôwickedõ problem. In future years, the middle class 
of China and India would want to fly and they must be stopped.  

(His views were offset by a travel company employee who said such moves would penalise the 
poor, and that CO2 reductions could be made by other means. She accepted that ôclimate 
changeõ was a major problem).  

In (292), The child who tried to save the worldéin 1992, the focus was Severn Cullis-Suzuki, 
who at the Rio earth summit of that year (aged 12), it was said, had warned the world about 
ôthe coming environmental crisisõ. She had warned about mass extinctions, and Greta Thunberg 
was now her hero. Ms Cullis-Suzuki claimed that climate change was ôintergenerational crimeõ 
and would lead soon to an uninhabitable planet.   

David Christian, a historian, in (333), The history of the universeé.in 4 minutes, said at the 
end that the release of greenhouse gases could lead to catastrophe, flooding the land and 
preventing the cultivation of food crops. He said the crisis could be averted if action was taken.  

 

146 https://www.open.edu/openlearn/nature-environment/creative-climate/alternative-perspectives-nature 
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Phil Nuttyen, an inventor of new deep sea equipment, in (339), The inventor who plans to build 
a city under the sea, argued that the world population was growing, and with ôclimate change 
and natural disasterõ, such growth was ôexcessiveõ. He said that building underseas cities would 
alleviate the burden placed on land.  

Mr Nuttyen has an enterprise company whose clients include the BBC and Greenpeace.  

In (387), Three pioneers who predicted climate change, the figures in focus were Eunice Foote, 
ôa womenõs rights activistõ who first demonstrated, it was claimed, how the greenhouse effect 
worked; Guy Stewart Callendar, a steam engineer who collated climate data, and linked rising 
temperatures to CO2; and Charles Keeling, a chemist, who claimed to have established that 
CO2 readings were increasing year-on-year at an ôalarming rateõ.  

Two children, Sienna (11) and Dylan (8), in (426), What does freedom mean to a child? 
expressed their worries about climate change. Little Dylan suggested that a penguin on an 
iceberg would feel ôreally scaredõ, and people needed to have freedom to be able to breath 
air. Sienna said that she was ôreally angryõ with humans and wanted them to stop using as much 
gas and petrol.  

The BBC has editorial guidelines relating to the treatment of children in broadcasts which 

stipulates that they must not be harmed or abused147. In this video, these two age-vulnerable 

children were were asked to articulate their thoughts about subjects beyond their comprehension. 
had clearly been told that the air would become not fit to breathe, threatening their sense of 
safety. Taking part in this BBC video and being asked to articulate their fears gave credence to 
the negativity they felt, and it is likely that they were thus further traumatised.   

In (441), What if the whole world went vegan, the narrator claimed that ôexpertsõ now said 
that cutting out meat consumption would reduce climate change, that 15 per cent of all 
greenhouse gas emissions were from livestock production, animal husbandry was responsible for 
loss of rainforest and took up an area the size of Europe, and that methane produced by cattle 
was 28 times more powerful than CO2. It was also estimated that eight million lives could be 
saved by 2050 if people all ate a vegan diet.  

The think-tank Nesta, in (453), What will we eat for breakfast in 2039?, said that because of 
climate change, meat, cereal and bacon would likely be off the menu, perhaps replaced by a 
plate of insects and ômeatõ grown using stem cells.  

Sociologist and author of Denial: The Unspeakable Truth, Keith Khan-Harris, in (466), Whatõs 
behind denialism?, said human beings had an extraordinary capacity to ôrefuse to face things 
that are difficult, threatening or embarrassingõ, and this could extend beyond themselves to deny 
inconvenient facts about ôrealityõ. He claimed denialism happened when ôscience and scholarshipõ 
threw up evidence which undermined self-belief, and so the only way ôto preserve oneõs sense 
of selfõ was to deny there was a conflict at all. Mr Khan-Harris asserted that something much 
deeper than money was being protected, and was rather a belief that the modern capitalist 
economy preserved a precious freedom, so that if we reduced energy use, something essential 
about being human would be lost. He contended that ôdenialistsõ of climate change were saying, 
in effect, that nothing should be done about it, even if would cause tremendous suffering.  

His theory is based on that the facts of climate change are proved beyond doubt, though his 
book does not establish why this is the case.  

Astrophysicist Karen Masters, in (540), Why we all need a bit of childlike wonder, wanted a 
world where experts were not ômistrustedõ and in that world, politicians would understand that 
ôclimate change must be solvedõ and did not trade in short-term votes at the expense of the long-

 

147 https://www.bbc.com/aboutthebbc/reports/policies/childprotection 
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term future. The need was to create equal access to ôscientific learningõ so that humanity would 
be cured of ôprejudice and discriminationõ.  

The poet Ife Grillo, in (560), Youngism: Do we discriminate against young people? , argued 
that young people were growing up ôknowing that climate change threatened the worldõ and 
because of that, there was ôno wonder there was a huge mental health crisis among the youngõ.  

Another poet, Magero, in (566), Climate change need not become the legacy we leave, 
contended that despite climate change we continued foolishly to burn fossil fuels and drain 
natural resources. The result was impure air, rising sea levels, planetary meltdown, heatwaves 
caused by man, coughs caused by industry, wildfires, crop failures, droughts, extended summers, 
surface flooding, coral reef degradation, draining of fish stocks, deforestation and ôproducts 
that harmed the environmentõ.  

In (585), Thereõs a danger of losing our tenure on this planetõ. presenter James Lovelock, 99, 
was stated to be ôone of the most influential environmental thinkers of our timeõ. Mr Lovelock 
asserted that there was a real danger ôof losing our tenure of the planetõ. A caption said he was 
one of the most important environmental thinkers of the 20th century ôwho had dedicated his life 
to ideas about the planetõ. Mr Lovelock then claimed there was an imperative to care about 
ôglobal warmingõ because if people did not, there would not be anybody here. The big change 
in his lifetime had been the ôdevelopment of machines and devices and inventionsõ and that 
instead, it was time to think about the environment. He suggested the earth had an impossible 
atmosphere and it was self-regulating like other creatures. A caption said his ideas were now 
ôwidely acceptedõ. He claimed that the earthõs atmosphere would heat up because of CO2 to 
the point where no life ôof our kindõ would be possible. Finally, he advised people to ditch the 
3Rõs in education in favour of understanding the world. He asked for a political solution to stop 
global warming because a techie answer would not do.  

 

3.7 Dominantly ôWokeõ/Liberal Left Views 

In (1) A brief and ghoulish history of vampires, the main protagonist Nick Groom ð who has 
said on Twitter that he believes Donald Trump should be in jail ð made his central point that 
those who do not look like us at all are exploited and bled dry. He does not specifically link this 
to any particular strand of prejudice, but there can be inferred that he is thinking of race and 
cultural differences.  
 
In (3), A brief history of bombs, linked to an exhibition at the Imperial War Museum, the British 
attacks on Dresden and the US bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki are disproportionately 
emphasised, and only one terrorist bomb ð that by a British right-wing extremist ð was 
mentioned.  
 
In video (5), A brief history of media panics, it was suggested that all new media channels 
were greeted with disproportionate suspicion, and thus could be seen to be advocating that 
current worries about social media might prove to be unfounded.  
 
The video A brief history of memes (6), posited that religion was an ultimate ômemeõ (a basic 
unit of culture devised by the strongly anti-religious biologist Richard Dawkins) and was an 
ôinfectious conceptõ, thus denying the spiritual and faith dimensions of such belief.  
 
A brief history of psychedelic research (7), claimed that LSD had reached the ômainstreamõ in 
the 1960s and had then been outlawed for political reasons with the result that research which 
could have established that hallucinogens treated depression and had ôsuch potential for goodõ 
had been needlessly stopped.  
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In (14), A homeless personõs guide to homelessness, the problems involved were projected as 
difficult and dangerous and that the people involved needed help. No effort was made to put 
the problem into perspective ð for example that the UK had a total of 4,500 rough sleepers, 
and of the 236,000 classed as homeless, the remainder were in temporary accommodation.  
 
A love letter to trees (16) included a Muslim stating that his faith believed that trees should be 
protected and doing so was ôa charitable actõ. It was stated by other that trees created ômagical 
placesõ and were brilliant to paint as a way of ôconnectingõ to natural landscapes. The content 
and tone fitted with the overall green ônarrativeõ in BBC Ideas that the natural environment was 
of paramount importance and brought unqualified ôgoodõ. And the need for green activism.  
 
A radical solution to expensive childcare (19) outlined that some parents were banding 
together to establish and work in nurseries, thereby reducing the cost of childcare. This was the 
only video on this topic. Missing here or in the catalogue as a whole was any exploration of that 
many childcare experts believe the best way of bringing up children is through direct parental 
care rather than nursery provision.   
 
In (20) A radical vision of a new Africa, Kehinde Andrews, an activist against what he sees as 
the lasting impact of colonialism, asserted that the world was built in the image of white 
supremacy and blatant racism. He claimed the colonisation of America had sparked the biggest 
genocide in history and that slavery had killed ôtens of millions of Africansõ. Mr Andrews added 
that present day ôdevelopmentõ process was draining wealth from Africa and was still based on 
the abuse of Western power.  
 
This was an uncompromisingly negative view of Western and ôwhiteõ influence and was arguably 
itself verging on anti-õwhiteõ racism: https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-
9253179/Controversial-black-studies-professor-claimed-British-Empire-worse-Nazis.html 
. He savages and blames the West but makes no mention in his analysis of the current day impact 
on Africa of investment by China to secure minerals and other natural resources: 
https://qz.com/africa/1605497/belt -and-road-africa-mineral-rich-nations-export-mostly-to-
china/ 
  
A refugeeõs guide to being a refugee (21), emphasised the persecution and dangers faced by 
refugees and suggested that the UK treats refugees badly by blocking routes to education and 
having a very slow work permit regime. A refugee suggested he was not treated properly 
because he was judged by his background.  
 
A short and deadly history of assassinations (22), as well as exploring the Russian use of 
poison to kill state enemies, emphasised the role of the CIA in developing poisoned toothpaste 
to kill a Congolese statesman and noted that there had been 638 attempts to try kill Cubaõs 
leader, President Castro.  
 
A solution to refugee suffering: give them cash (25) advocated that they should be given 
cashcards to spend at their discretion on what they needed rather being helped by restrictive 
and degrading ôfood boxes and blanketsõ.  
 
In (26), A solution to Arab sexism ð teaching girls to fight back, Joumana Haddad, author of 
Superman is an Arab, advocated that self-defence classes be made a compulsory part of the 
school curriculum in the UK for girls under five because it would improve self-confidence and 
ôchange the dynamics between men and womenõ. She claimed the need was not about girls 
beating boys up but little boys bullying little girls ôand getting away with itõ.  
 
Thus, Ms Haddad clearly believed the only way of dealing with the issues involved was through 
violence. Her views were advanced through the lens of ôfightingõ rather than self-defence.  
 
A very (very) brief history of newsflashes (27), emphasised that to be reliable, they had to 
come from reliable sources, and was clearly framed as a puff for the BBC itself.  

https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9253179/Controversial-black-studies-professor-claimed-British-Empire-worse-Nazis.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-9253179/Controversial-black-studies-professor-claimed-British-Empire-worse-Nazis.html
https://qz.com/africa/1605497/belt-and-road-africa-mineral-rich-nations-export-mostly-to-china/
https://qz.com/africa/1605497/belt-and-road-africa-mineral-rich-nations-export-mostly-to-china/
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In (30), Absurdism: What if life has no meaning at all?, about the Absurdism movement, it was 
said that the idea there was no God was liberating, and that Absurdism had ôremoved God 
from the equation altogetherõ, making meaning and meaningless an ôentirely human issueõ.  
 
Poet Kai-Isaiah Jamal, in (32), An A-Z of living through tough times, cast private landlords as 
vultures and attacked universal credit, suggested that his home town has been killed, and that 
there was nothing for the poor ð only the privileged. This was a strongly political point sitting 
with an alleged guide to dealing with essential problems.  

Are fairy tales sexist? A childõs eye view (34) asserted that ôgender stereotyping was 
everywhere, and a young girl affirmed that the princess in stories was usual cast as weak and 
stupid and always needed to be rescued by a strong male. The video closed with the claim that 
gender stereotyping could lead to sexism when children grew up and that ô . . . this is why we 
need to tackle it now.õ 

In (35), Are maggots the key to a sustainable future?õ it was suggested that the worldõs biggest 
problems included ôour growing appetite for meatõ and sending waste food to landfill. The focus 
was a South African factory which bred maggots in food waste and converted them to chicken 
and fish feed, thus also stopping oceans from being depleted.  

A discussion in (36), Are men and women from different planets?, based on the bestselling 
book Men are from Mars, Women are from Venus, suggested with sarcastic parody that it had 
pushed people back to (outmoded) sexist differences which in other contexts had been moved 
away from. Jane Garvey, a BBC presenter, asserted that women were definitely not more 
sensitive than men.  

In (37), Are millennials the most nostalgic generation?, it was projected that they looked back 
because their parents did not have to pay tuition fees and could afford their own houses, and 
also because they had been confronted with the reality of Brexit, the Arab Spring. Hurricane 
Katrina and rocketing house prices.  

It was said in (38), Are moral choices really are own? That poverty was a major determinant 
in restricting freedom of choice , and that those who were poor were pushed into doing things 
which were morally bad. The British system of justice was attacked for not having incorporated 
this into thinking or outcomes, unlike in Holland.  
 
In (39), Are we living in an age of anger?, Indian author Pankaj Mishra ð a strongly anti-
Western, Marxist figure who demonises those he disagrees with as ôbland fanaticsõ - claimed 
that as a result of racism and misogyny, and the ôtoxic politics of resentmentõ Muslims had been 
wrongly blamed for political disorder and said these were the reasons for the rise of Donald 
Trump and the far right across Europe. Maintaining liberty ôfor the vast majority of humansõ was 
now more difficult. He said that history showed that since 1789, women had been enslaved, and 
that ôcolonised peopleõ and the working classes had struggled for liberty. Mr Mishra also 
attacked global capitalism because it sought wealth (for individuals) at an ôincreasing cost to the 
environmentõ.  
 
David Spiegelhalter, in (40) Are you a hedgehog or a fox? ð referring to an Isaiah Berlin essay 
which claimed that foxes knew many things but hedgehogs had only one over-arching idea ð 
suggested that ôhedgehogsõ such as historian Arnold Toynbee were often wrong in their 
predictions for the future and noted (sarcastically) that the Republican politician Donald Rumsfeld 
had said the need of predictions was to incorporate ôthe known unknowns and the unknown 
unknownsõ.   
 
Heleena Mistry, a tattoo artist, in (45), Breaking taboos with tattoos, claimed she was fighting 
Asian cultures which frowned on tattoos, and complained that she was ostracised online for 
carrying out tattoo work on women. She argued that attitudes must change and that tattooing 
should become an esteemed profession.   
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The British poet Ian Macmillan, in (46), Britishisms: Know your mucker from your muppet? 
claimed they had spread like a spilt cup of tea across the globe, perhaps because when 
ôEnglishersõ got together ôsparks began to flyõ.  
 
In (48), Busting some common myths about being trans, a range of transgender people were 
interviewed, and they claimed that they were treated as a ôtrendõ or as abnormal and 
dangerous. They said that a working definition of a ôtransgenderõ person was someone who no 
longer identified with the sex ôassignedõ to them at birth, and that developing awareness of 
being transgender was similar to realising that a person was right- or left-handed.  
 
Carlos Watson, in (49) Can education heal the rifts in US society?, said he was a black man 
and saw there was a big divide in the world where ôthings were up for grabsõ such as Black Lives 
Matter, the national anthem and nuclear weapons. He suggested that President Obama had 
managed to win a ôconservative stateõ such as Iowa and this meant you had to work on ôchanging 
peopleõs mindsõ but it could be done. This was thus straightforward advocacy of that people 
could be ôre-educatedõ to adopt BLM principles.  
 
In (61), Capitalism ð Is it here to stay?, The Economist editor Anne McElvoy claimed that slavery 
had spread to the US ôunderpinned by the monstrosities of the slave tradeõ, that French pioneer 
of capitalism Jacques Cur had said ôgreed was goodõ, that the industrial revolution had ôrocket-
poweredõ the growth of capitalism, and that after the great crash of 2007-8 new questions 
were being asked about capitalismõs role in creating inequalities. She noted that Marx had said 
the last capitalist to hang would be the one selling the rope.  
 
Hayden Bellfield, of Cambridge University, in (66) Could artificial intelligence replace 
governments?, picked a woke agenda theme ð that people could not be trusted with the task 
of government ð and suggested that in a world where climate change is more pressing than the 
result of the latest focus group, and where global leaders donõt risk World War III by tweeting 
at 2am (clearly referring to Donald Trump), then it might be thought that machines might step in 
and do a better job, but a problem was that they could not tell right from wrong. He added 
that despite this, machines could be used for ôpredictive policingõ, thus stopping African-
Americans from being discriminated against.  
 
In (71), Couple goals: did these French writers have it sussed? , Lisa Appignanesi, author of 
a biography of Simon de Beauvoir, claimed that she and her existentialist partner Jean-Paul 
Sartre, were the first ôtruly modernõ couple by committing to each other but not sexually. She 
said this was a ôunique and daringõ relationship and was part of their desire to challenge 
tradition and ôall aspects of bourgeois lifeõ. They had thus become ôiconic leadersõ of a new 
philosophy.  
 
The video (73), Debate: Can porn be ethical? contained a discussion between two feminists ð 
one pro-pornography, the other against it ð and it revolved around whether women could ever 
give true ôconsentõ to being treated like they were in the production of pornographic videos.  
 
In a video exploring issues related to ôfake newsõ (74) Did War of the Worlds really cause mass 
panic?, it was stated that the alleged reaction was based on deliberate hype by its producer, 
Orson Welles. The sub-theme was that audiences had to be very wary about manipulation. This 
was in line with the idea expressed elsewhere in the videos that ôfake newsõ ð primarily 
originating from outside the reliable BBC and approved broadcasters ð was unreliable. 
 
In (77), Do we have a right not to be lonely?, academic Kimberley Brownlee, an expert on civil 
disobedience who had indicated that breaking the law in pursuit of the climate change objectives 
held by Al Gore, said that there should be new legislation to ensure that ôthe right not to be 
lonelyõ was a human right.  
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Moya Lothian Mclean, a self-declared supporter of Jeremy Corbyn, in (86) Does modern dating 
encourage racial prejudice? argued that dating sites allowed ôracial fetishismõ by facilitating 
selection of partners by racial type, and thus they were racist ôin a society that prized Eurocentric 
beauty standardsõ.  
 
In (89), Doctor Spock: The man who changed childcare, Professor Lynn Bloom argued that 
before Spockõs, books, parenting had been very rigid, and noted that he had come under attack 
by ôright-wingõ vice president Spiro Agnew partly because he opposed the Vietnam War. 
Professor Bloom said he had subsequently been ôblamedõ for hippies and young people singing 
anti-war songs. She claimed people stopped reading him because he was projected as a liberal.  
 
Philosopher Julian Baggini, in (92) Existentialism: Who has not had an existential crisis?, 
focused narrowly on French existentialists such as Sartre and Camus (rather on those, say, from 
the UK or US) and they had postulated that God did not exist, and with Simone de Beauvoir, in 
her book The Second Sex, argued that society and political structures held women back. His 
frame of exploration was thus very narrow.  
 
BBC regular contributor Natalie Haynes, in (94) Feminism: What does it mean to be a feminist? 
Claimed the word was coined when women had to have male guardians ôwhich was particularly 
galling if he was an idiotõ, and when the main aim was fighting for the vote. She added that 
Simone de Beauvoirõs book The Second Sex was ôbrilliantõ and then that that the movement 
evolved to want equal pay and ôreproductive freedomõ. Feminists were now campaigning to 
stop female genital mutilation and other sexual abuse against women.  
 
In (98) Five absurd beliefs from the ancient world, Classicist Daisy Dunn noted that the Roman 
poet Ovid had argued that when women said ôno, they meant yes; that Herodotus believed 
black men had black semen (though he was not, she said, a racist); that according to Plato and 
Aristotle, women were incomplete men; and that Soranus believed that women who saw monkeys 
during intercourse would give birth to children who looked like them.  
 
Sally Helgesen, described as a leadership coach, in (100), Five habits which hold women back 
at work148, argued that problems included a reluctance to claim achievements; an expectation 
that others would notice them; a desire to be thought of as ôniceõ; a reluctance to delegate 
(because women were rewarded for being ôpreciseõ rather than risk-taking); and not being 
assertive enough in their speech.  
 
In (102), Five things ants can teach us about management, the strengths of the ant colony 
were said to be that each ant had autonomy and the Queen was not in control, and that there 
were no ant CEOs but only a common goal. This, it was said, contrasted with human obsession 
with hierarchy and pay grades. Those at the coalface could get on with it.  
 
It was said in (106), Forget hygge; the laws that really rule Scandinavia, that the most 
important system of rules there was actually Janteloven, which discouraged individual superiority 
and ambition and stressed the need to work for the ôcollective goodõ. This approach had put 
Scandinavia at the top of the ôhappiness leagueõ.  
 
In (114), Freedom is a pair of bionic hands, Tilly, a 13 year old, wanted everyone in such need 
to have access to hands like her own, costing £10,000, on the NHS, as amputees had the right 
to independence and should be able to live their lives without being judged.  
 
In (119), Girlsõ or boysõ ð should toys just be toys?, the contributors argued that gender was 
ôlearned behaviourõ, and that we had created a world where the first thing asked when there 
was a pregnancy was (wrongly, by implication) whether it was a girl or boy. In parallel there 
was stubborn ôbinary gender marketingõ in toy sales. It was pointed out that there were twice as 

 

148 At some point during News-watchõs transcription phase, between October 2020 and January 202, the film was retitled to the 
more gender-neutral ôFive habits holding you back from success.õ 
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many male character toys than female ones and in books, scientists were three time more likely 
to be male. The conclusion was that the ôscript should be changedõ for the generation now 
growing up.  
 
The actress and former MP Glenda Jackson, in (120) The glass ceiling is not yet smashed, 
argued that gender equality was still a long way away; that plays were still male dominated; 
that women could not easily find jobs; that parliament was dominated by men; that men got 
paid huge bonuses; and that there were not enough women on boards.   
 
 In (120), Has #MeToo helped or harmed women?, after a claim that the social movement 
against sexual abuse and harassment may have spun ôout of controlõ with basic flirting now 
frowned upon, it was then argued by Ash Sarkar of Novarmedia that there were to many rapes 
and that boys had to be taught ônot to rapeõ.  
 
Natalie Haynes, in (126), Hedonism: How to live a hedonistic life, said that hedonism was the 
philosophy of living to experience pleasure and avoid pain. She noted that the Greek 
philosopher Epicurus argued that lifeõs small pleasures were more likely to lead to happiness. 
This underlined the limitation of the short video format because his ideas were not framed simply 
in reaction to hedonism but on the basis of a complex analysis of the key points of human 
relations. His views were thus trivialised, or, at best, misrepresented.  
 
In (128), House, techno grime: Did they start with these women?, it was postulated that 
Daphne Oram and Delia Derbyshire, who had helped found the BBC radiophonic workshop had 
not been properly credited for their achievements, largely because they were women.  
 
Sandy Pentland, of MIT, in (129), How social physics can improve your neighbourhood, 
argued that the application of statistics could help explain human behaviour in relation to crime 
and ôwealthõ, and thus establish whether new policies designed to tackle social problems were 
working. The more data was collected, the more was known about ôhuman natureõ.  
 
In (130) How I deal with micro-aggressions at work, the actor Amanda Wright, argued that 
being in a minority (in her case because she was a black woman) in any situation was very 
stressful and frustrating. She claimed that such micro-aggressions were ôcommonplace, daily, 
verbal, behavioural and environmental; indignities (whether intentional or not) that 
communicated ôhostile derogatory or negative prejudicial slights and insults to any groupõ and 
particularly ômarginalisedõ ones. She claimed that the behaviours included thruway jokes and 
comments, including mentions of ôstrong-smelling foodsõ and that ôblack people donõt like getting 
their hair wetõ. She complained that Black Lives Matter was a difficult subject to raise.  
 
It was suggested in (131), How Peru is solving its height problem, that a redistributive wealth 
scheme was helping poor families by providing money for food was working. But research 
suggests that the impact of this redistributive scheme is patchy, and less effective than was 
projected in the BBC Ideas film.149 
 
In (133) How a kiss on Star Trek made history, it was suggested that the sci-fi series had dealt 
with ôdaring and subversive futuresõ in projecting that the crew contained crew men and crew 
women striving together for peace. A kiss between the (white) captain and his (black) officer in 
one episode had been, it was said, a statement about the struggle for civil rights and the creator 
of the series had fought to get it included against opinion which said it should not be.  
  
The video (134), How a mythical soldier may have started chauvinism, explained that the 
original Nicholas Chauvin had been a soldier who had been excessively loyal to Napoleon, but 
in the 1870s had come to be attached to ôobsessively belligerent patriotõ and then later any 

 

149 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/254441506_5_Years_in_Juntos_New_Evidence_on_the_Program's_Short_and_Long-
Term_Impacts 



74 

 

fanatical devotion to a cause. The narrator said that President Trumpõs slogan ôAmerica Firstõ 
harked back to the original meaning of chauvinism. The wiki account of Chauvin is far more 
interesting.150  

In (135), How a secret language hit the mainstream, it was pointed out that being gay used 
to land people in jail, and in response, gay people had developed Polari, a secret language 
called Polari, and it had gone out of use when laws against gay sex had been relaxed. Wiki 
explains that the Polari language had roots in the 16th century in Italian, romance languages, as 
well as London slang. It had been used by subcultures including merchant navy sailors and 
criminals, as well as homosexuals.151 
 
The video (137), How Bloomers became a fashion statement, suggested that loose fitting 
clothes called bloomers had been invented in New York by ôactivistõ Elizabeth Smith Miller as a 
rebellion against tight-fitting corsets which had been fashionable in the 1860s, and had become 
a symbol of ôthe womenõs rights movementõ. The feminist publication Quartz sees the issue 
differently and states: ôBloomers did not suddenly break down the wall between women and 
pants. In fact, bloomers were only popular for a few years, in part because women didnõt find 
them attractive.152 
  
It was pointed out in (138), How cocaine buying helps the government, that drug seizures 
were ð unknown to many ð included in officials calculations about the value of GDP. The report 
concluded that, ôcritics say GDP shouldnõt include things that have a negative impact on society 
and also point out it doesnõt take into account our impact on the environment.  
 
In (145), How do you define a decade?, it was said that the 1940s was defined by that a 
transformation of lives was achieved by ôthe formation of the NHS and the expansion of the 
welfare stateõ. it was also suggested (as is analysed under the ôclimateõ videos) that the 2010s 
would be remembered as the decade of ôenvironmental emergencyõ. 
 
An exploration of the history of inventions such as compasses (144), How do you find direction 
in life? was framed in terms of helping a Muslim astronaut to find the direction of Mecca from 
space.  
 
Artist Quilla Constance, in (149), How limits can boost creativity, claimed that external ôforces 
of limitationõ could be political and economic and posited that being a biracial, black and female 
artist from a working class background could be seen as a limitation in in the art world, which 
historically had been ôvery patriarchal, white and middle classõ.   
 
In (152), How one country drastically cut teenage drinking, it was said that in Iceland, the 
process involved $100 million of investment in youth activities, providing cash vouchers for after-
school events, curfews, reminders of parental responsibilities, and surveillance.  
 
It was stated in (153), How one girlõs illness changed what a nation eats, that the over-use of 
antibiotics in animal husbandry was causing a massive public health crisisõ so that by 2050, 10 
million people could die each year from drug-resistant infections. There was a related quote 
from David Cameron stating that medicine could be going back to the dark ages. The video 
explained that when the daughter of a Dutch farmer , who was found to have contracted MRSA 
from pigs on his farm, was stopped from having an operation, he had started a ôgrassrootsõ 
campaign to find ways of keeping pigs healthy without antibiotics.  
 
Video (155), How one woman transformed Alzheimerõs research, focused on that Carol 
Jenningsõ recognition that Alzheimerõs could be spread genetically ð through seeing the 
connections to the disease in her own relatives ð was a key development in forming an 

 

150 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicolas_Chauvin 
151 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polari 
152 https://qz.com/quartzy/1597688/a-brief-history-of-women-in-pants/ 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nicolas_Chauvin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polari
https://qz.com/quartzy/1597688/a-brief-history-of-women-in-pants/
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understanding of aspects of the disease. She herself had been diagnosed with Alzheimerõs 21 
years after she had begun her quest, aged 58.  
 
In (156), How one womanõs ôimmortalõ cells changed the worldõ, the story of Henrietta Lacks, 
whose atypical blood cells had been crucial in the development of vaccines and cancer 
treatments, was told by Rebecca Skloot, her biographer. Ms Skloot emphasised that she was the 
daughter of a poor black farmer, and had been diagnosed with cervical cancer at John Hopkins 
hospital, one of the few which then treated black patients. It had been found that her cells would 
not die, but her permission to use her cells had not been obtained. Ms Skloot argued that 
medicine was built on the backs of black people without their permission and so the story 
underlined the theme of Black Lives Matter.  
 
In (157), How racial stereotypes shape how we see the world, Cherry Stewart-Czerkas, who 
claims in her twitter account that the pulling down of the statue of Edward Colston in Bristol was 
ôa moment of empowermentõ,153 asserted that 0.5 per cent of acting parts between 2005-16 
were filled by black actors, and commented that when black people were represented, there 
were many ôracialised tropesõ which could be traced back to ôcolonialism, historic anti-blackness 
and the legacy of slaveryõ. All of them had been created by white story-tellers and crafted 
deliberately to ôdehumaniseõ black people. She included the Hattie McDaniel portrayal of a 
servant in Gone with the Wind, which, she claimed, had been created by white Americans to 
distance themselves from the harsh reality of race relations in post-slavery society.  
 
Harvard academic Maya Jasanoff, in (159), How should we define civilisation?, suggested 
that the framing of the topic had been in relation to barbarism, which had many forms, such as 
non-Christian, non-white and in terms of cultural practices deemed to be inferior. This, she said, 
had given Europeans a sense of smugness and the sense that civilisation was moving forward in 
terms of getting better or ôprogressõ.  
 
It was said in (160), How stories shape our minds, that research had found that stories were 
effective in changing peopleõs opinions about controversial topics such as same sex marriages, 
or immigration. A caption said that research by an Italian scholar had found that children who 
read Harry Potter had reduced prejudice towards immigrants, and generally also attitudes 
towards ôstigmatised groupsõ. In conclusion, it was said that stories could ôincrease empathy, and 
reduce prejudiceõ, with an exhortation to immediately pick up a book.  
 
Youth worker Femi Koleso, in (189), How to solve youth violence (and how we can all help), 
argued that, against a 22 per cent rise in knife crime, the problem was that youths did not 
believe they had a future and needed access to extracurricular subjects such as music and 
Spanish. The key was making extra funding available.  
 
In (195), How to win a (Rugby) World Cup, Maggie Alphonsi, who was born with a physical 
disability, shared her tips for ensuring she was focused on playing rugby as well as possible.  
 
Cody Keenan, former speechwriter for President Obama, in (198), How to write a winning 
political speech, gave examples of ôgreatõ speeches by presidents Obama, Macron, Kennedy, 
and Lincoln. An example of a speech which did not work was from Donald Trump.  
 
In (207), Hullõs headscarf revolutionaries, the focus was on the story of Lillian Bilocca, who in 
1968 had started a campaign against trawler owners in Hull, who ôsitting behind their big oak 
desks totting up their profitsõ were unconcerned when three of their craft with all hands on board 
were lost off Iceland. She had claimed that they ôbloody did not careõ and so had pressed for 
new laws about crewing levels. She had been sacked from her job but the campaign had 
eventually succeeded.   
 

 

153 https://twitter.com/cherryczerkas?lang=en 

https://twitter.com/cherryczerkas?lang=en
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It was asserted in (209), If youõre blind, what do you see when you dream?, that ð despite 
what people thought ð blind people cared about their appearance, did not have heightened 
senses, could ôseeõ things in their dreams , liked to be helped and enjoyed being asked how they 
were.  
 
Philosopher Julian Baggini, in (212), Individualism; good or bad thing?, asserted that 
individualism by people such as John Wayne was thought to be the source of the Westõs 
degeneracy, leading to ôconsumerism, selfishness and community breakdownõ. He claimed its 
roots were in Christianity because it was projected that God had a relationship with individuals 
rather than groups, and then Pascal had said that personal autonomy was a key value and this 
had been the basis of civil rights and democracy. By contrast, Asians ascribed less value to such 
autonomy. Mr Baggini concluded the balance was between the two. 
 
In (210), Innies and outies: The wonder of the human belly button, it was that ôinõ or ôoutõ were 
not to do with how the umbilical cord was cut but ômade us diverseõ and catalogued on historical 
censorship of the naval in television and film.  
 
The focus of (215), Introducing Mabel the house robot, was that in the 1970s, when ôMabelõ 
had been on the BBC programme Tomorrowõs World, the robot was framed in relation to 
ôfreeing your wife from domestic slaveryõ.  
 
In (217), Is ôblack donõt crackõ a myth? Poet Theophina Gabriel dispelled the myth that black 
skin did not age. She argued in her poem that no-one was immune to the sun.  
 
Video (218), Is free will just an illusion?, examined whether free will existed within the context 
of that brains were ôonly made of atomsõ and there was nothing else, no magic extra. Points for 
and against this were postulated using latest theories.  
 
BBC correspondent Amol Rajan, in (224), Is the coronavirus crisis a chance to reset the world?, 
in the framework of the pandemic, said other ôresetsõ had included after the Black death, leading, 
he claimed, to the end of serfdom, and after the Second World War, which had triggered the 
creation of the ômodern welfare stateõ. He wondered whether the end of the pandemic would 
be similarly ôfertile groundõ in which new ideas would flourish, and ômaking us think again about 
attitudes towards consumptionõ. He speculated that new ideas could include ôa universal basic 
incomeõ and ôhealthcare delivered by robotsõ.  
 
Scientist Paul Dolan, in (230), Is ôhappy ever afterõ just a myth?, suggested that the idea that 
happiness flowed from ômarriage, money and kidsõ was a ômisleading fantasyõ. He added that 
money was ôaddictiveõ, and you needed status as well; that ôfalling in loveõ partners did not 
exist; and that marriage was not essential to happiness.  
 
LSE professor Charlie Beckett, in (234), Journalism: Why ôfake newsõ is really good news, 
argued that ôfake newsõ was good news because it gave the news media to show they were 
needed to sort out truth from lies and ôspeak for the citizenõ. He claimed that populist leaders 
and ôshadowy interest groupsõ were using cliched ôfake newsõ to mislead the public.    
 
Anne McElvoy, in (235), Keynesianism: The story behind this key economic theory, argued 
that Keynes had been an ôeconomy activistõ who had championed increased government 
spending in the 1930s, and she claimed his ideas had been taken up again after the crash of 
2007-8 by figures such as Gordon Brown, Barack Obama and Donald Trump.  
 
Philosopher Julian Baggini, in (237), Libertarianism: What is it? A Simple guide, said that 
Ronald Reagan and Margaret Thatcher had pursued the philosophy ôto roll back the stateõ. Mr 
Baggini said the philosophy was most at home in the US and was ôpredominantly right-wingõ  
and added that critics argued that no one was free unless there was access to ôdecent housing, 
health care and educationõ as well as redistribution of wealth.   
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Professor Margaret Reynolds, in (239) Love and gender ð a lesson from ancient Greece?, said 
that Sappho, a poet from Lesbos, was relevant to the ôprofound changesõ going on in gender 
issues because in Ancient Greece homosexual feelings and relationships were regarded as 
normal and that Sappho wanted her poetry to make people think about ôexperiences that are 
transgenderõ or that ôtranscend genderõ. Professor Reynolds stated that her poems about sex 
and love were about everyone and were ôgender fluid and gender blindõ. 
 
In (247), My father, Charlie Chaplin, Eugene Chaplin said his father had been accused of being 
a ôsympathiser to communistsõ and was part of a witch hunt against ôliberalsõ. He had been asked 
to appear in front of a ômoral committeeõ and thus had refused to go back to the US. Many 
years later he had returned to receive an honorary Oscar and heõd had a great reception.  
 
Anne McElvoy, in (249), Neoliberalism: The story of a big economic bust up, described the 
ideas of Friedrich Hayek, who, she said, championed ôneoliberalismõ which embraced individual 
liberty, protecting private property, property and the freedom of markets from outside 
interference, taxes, regulations and levies as much as possible. She claimed there had been a 
punch-up between Hayek and Keynes and then in the 1970, Hayek had persuaded figures such 
as Ronald Reagan, Margaret Thatcher and the Chilean dictator Augusto Pinochet, to follow his 
approach, with the result that ôhis scorecard had been marked downõ. A problem was that it led 
to fast paced, uncontrolled globalisationõ and put corporations above the nation.  
  
In (250), Opinion: An ancient betrayal that still resonates today. Novelist Kamila Shamsie 
(whose Twitter feed expresses agreement with the idea that Brexit was a disaster and had a 
negative impact on immigration154) examined claims of modern parallels with the classical Greek 
play Antigone. Ms Shamsie attacked Theresa May and the Conservative government for wanting 
to strip UK Jihadi brides who travelled to Syria of their British citizenship on the ground that her 
personal view was that ôa state should be able to deal with its own citizens, whatever they doõ.  
 
Suhaiymah Manzoor-Khan, in (252), Opinion: We need to stop oversimplifying violence, 
argued that the reasons knife crime and ôterrorism was happening were not whether people 
were ôgood or badõ but because they had no alternative to carrying a knife. This happened 
because there had been no ôinterventionsõ; to help them and to get the m out of situations before 
crimes were committed. In addition, they were victims of ôausterityõ and ôracial discriminationõ 
and had received poor schooling, they distrusted laws, and could not get jobs. She asserted:  
 

We might better counter it if instead of labelling some Muslims as bad and radical and 
others as good and moderate, we asked what context are some people living in that they 
feel they have no way to voice their grievances except through violence? Why has there 
been no attempt to consider the social and political context that antagonise, silence and 
demonise people rather than assuming that the cause of violence is who a person is, we 
could instead consider factors like state surveillance, British foreign policy, Prevent 
legislation which strangles free speech, negative stereotyping, distrust of the justice 
system. Did these things play a role too? 

 
She suggested that ôstate violenceõ ð such as letting a block of flats burn down ð was socio-
economic violence, as was a state selling arms, using ôsecret evidence in secret courtsõ, detaining 
people without charge, and stopping and searching people. 
 
Professor Evelyn Alsultany, in (253), Orientalism: When will we stop stereotyping people?, 
argued that Europeans portrayed the Orient as inferior, uncivilised and weirdõ and also led to 
the West claiming unjustified power over it. Many Arabs, Muslims and Asians experienced a 
ôunique type of racism and stereotyping which cast people as ôbelly dancers or terroristsõ. Those 
who perpetrated the stereotyping were governments, religious figures, the media and Donald 
Trump.  

 

154 https://twitter.com/kamilashamsie?lang=en 
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Nigel Warburton, in (252), Populism: A brief history (itõs nothing new), claimed that such 
movements had been around since Roman emperors invested in bread and circuses and that 
Brexit and Donald Trump were based on populism. He asserted that democracy was more than 
the volume of votes and involved reason and evidence, but populists, by contrast, relied on 
emotion, wanted to divide the world into ôus and themõ and dismissed political opponents as not 
understanding what ordinary people wanted. Mr Warburton further said that when people 
resisted populists, the results were ôtruly terrifyingõ, including the Terror during the French 
Revolution.   
 
In (256), Putting penis envy in perspective, Comedian Gráinne Maguire said that feminists 
objected to phallocentrism and living in a patriarchal society, and asserted that the women of 
the world were happy leading ôpenis-free livesõ.  
 
ôCultural historianõ Tiffany Watt Smith, in (260), Schadenfreude: Why do we feel joy at 
anotherõs pain? ôexplained the concept of Schadenfreude ð pleasure in otherõs misfortune ð was 
universal. She said enjoying peopleõs difficulties could have elements have shame, and recent 
research suggested it was the opposite of empathy, which could be part of being a psychopath. 
. . and so it could be regarded as a very negative and antisocial thing.  
However, on balance it might be okay and fun to laugh (for example) at Donald Trump getting 
on to Airforce One with toilet paper hanging off his shoe.  
 
In (262), Seven simple solutions to the surname dilemma, the central premise was that it was 
untrue that women had accepted that it was okay to lose their surnames. There were vox pops 
suggesting that ôsmash the patriarchyõ was a good idea, for example by the man taking his 
wifeõs name. The whole emphasis was on ôsolutionsõ different from the current system, including 
double-barrelled and gender neutral, including ôgender symmetryõ.  
 
Philosopher and BBC journalist David Edmonds, in (264), Sexism, racismé how should we 
judge the past?, asked whether it was fair to apply modern standards of morality to the past. 
Mr Edmonds focused on clips designed to show Michael Parkinson allegedly being sexist about 
Helen Mirrenõs ôattributesõ and interviews in 1976 suggesting that homosexuals molested ôlittle 
boysõ and that living next door to immigrants could involve ôunpleasantryõ. Mr Edmonds 
suggested that some attitudes in the past ð such as support of slavery or torture ð were 
repugnant both then and now, but other incidences of, for example, sexism, were harder to 
categorise. He suggested that the need in the present was to look for things which were 
unacceptable but still permitted - such as factory farms or the excessive use of plastics or the 
ban on mercy killing ð rather than dredging the past.   

In (265), Should bin men (and women) be paid more than bankers?, historian Rutger Bregman 
argued that binmen add more value to society than bankers. Mr Bregman pointed to research 
which showed which people who earned most had jobs such as bankers and consultants which 
involved little more than sending emails. He contended that the rest of the population was 
ôsupporting a whole class of peopleõ who did not contribute anything. 
  
Nigel Warburton, in (269) Should we be able to choose our own death?, suggested that there 
should be ôgood death centresõ on the NHS where we could all go when we chose to die. There 
was no mention in the video or elsewhere that such attitudes toward dying were not facilitated 
by current laws, were offensive to those with some religious beliefs, and fraught with complex 
legal issues.  
 
Stephen Bush, of the New Statesman, in (271), Socialism, a very brief history, suggested that 
socialism was in the teachings of Christ and Islam and was based on that when industries did 
well, the workers and not the owners should be the ones who benefitted. It could be achieved 
through nationalisation and taxing the rich. He suggested that after a period in which socialism 
and Marxism was out of favour, it had re-surfaced after the 2008 ôcrashõ and many voters now 
saw old-style socialism was the way forward.  
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In (275) Surviving nuclear war (with mattresses and baked beans), the inadequate measures 
contained in government publications were roundly attacked by Alastair Darling, the former 
Labour Chancellor. The implication was that it was Conservatives who were at fault, and it was 
also said that Margaret Thatcher had ôremained coyõ about ôher ownõ plans in the event attack, 
thus suggesting she was being disingenuous and uncaring. 
  
In (281) The amazing Maya Angelou, it was said without qualification that the US civil rights 
campaigner ð who had befriended Malcolm X ð was joyous, haunting, mysterious and 
memorable.  
 
Video (285), The animation genius youõve (probably never heard of), it was said that German 
film pioneer Lotte Reiniger, a female, had been innovative in early animation techniques and 
had produced 40 films, but was less well-known than Walt Disney, and had been ôwritten out of 
historyõ. Nothing was said about why German films from the 1920s and 30s were generally 
little known, and there was no mention, either, of, for example, her long entry in Wikipedia, 
which spells out in detail her achievements.  
 
In (293), The children who could predict the future (kind of), a collection of clips of interviews 
with children from the 1960s was included which gave their impressions of what life would be 
like by the year 2000. Their thoughts included that people would have to live beneath the sea 
because land would be taken; that atomic bombs would be falling; that something would have 
to be done about the population explosion; and that life would be not worth living. No indication 
was given of the circumstances the footage was gathered or why the children were so gloomy.  
 
The narrator in (294), The country making sure that women arenõt underpaid, said that Iceland 
was on a mission to end gender pay differentials and that measures included forcing companies 
to pay equally and scales which calibrated the social worth of each job, and thereby showed 
what the pay rate should be. It was noted that 10 per cent of the workforces had received pay 
rises and that some thought the system ôtoo bureaucraticõ. 
 
In (296), The curious origin of the high heel, it was claimed that such heels were ôinventedõ to 
allow male archers to rise in their saddles while riding horses, had been sexualised in the 1860s 
and then glamourised by Hollywood. The account appears to be based on an essay in Quartz 
magazine by Elizabeth Semmelhack, who projected the history to be based on various anti-
female strands.155 
 
BBC reporter Philip Tinline, in (302), The devious art of disinformation, said such techniques 
were used by the Soviet Union, and in the UK in 1924 to try discredit the Labour government 
by suggesting Russia was involved in infiltrating the army to recruit ôrevolutionary cellsõ, and then 
asserted that Donald Trump was not a ômurderous tyrantõ but did have form for ôreversing the 
truthõ and had adopted ôdisinformation strategiesõ similar to those used by Hitler in believing the 
ôbig lieõ has more power than small ones.  
 
Erika Kaplin, in (305), The everyday lives of the non-monogamous, argued that non-
monogamous people should be considered as having a separate ôsexual orientationõ and should 
be protected by non-discrimination laws. She claimed that children raised by multiple non-
monogamous adults would not notice having a couple as biological parents, because that would 
be the norm for them. What they really wanted was ôsnacks on requestõ, so all would be well. 
Ms Kaplin also claimed that those in monogamous relationships would face disappointment in 
their relationships.  
 
Comedian Imran Yusuf, in (313) The funny thing about... being offensive, claimed that modern 
racial slurs emerged from an era of Western plunder and subjugation, delineating humans along 

 

155 https://qz.com/quartzy/1317090/its-enlightenment-philosophys-fault-that-women-wear-high-heels-instead-of-men/ 
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visible lines and imbuing entire communities of people with the stigma of unworthiness by force 
of military empires.  
 
In (315), The funny thing about feminism, Deborah Frances-White claimed that the key 
humorous point was that so many people didnõt yet see that feminism was necessary.  
 
Bilal Zafar, in (317), The funny thing about... online trolling, suggested that viewers could 
imagine the ôsort of negative attention I sometimes got for just existingõ and said he had got 
negative tweets suggesting he should adopt British values for complaining that he had suffered 
discrimination.  
 
Sophie Duker, in (318), The funny thing about éprivilege, claimed that as a ôblack, queer 
woman living in post-Brexit Britain, she got to experience sexism and racism and homophobia, 
and her ôcomedyõ routine attacked numerous aspects of inequality and unfairness in the UK. 
 
In (321), The gesture that speaks a thousand words, the history of the clenched fist as a ôsymbol 
of resistanceõ was examined. It had first been used by the Assyrians in connection with the 
goddess of fertility and war, then been the French revolutionaries as a sign of solidarity, and 
then the forces in the Spanish civil war. Now, it had become a symbol of black power, feminists 
and gay rights activists.  
 
The film (323), The girl who helped discover dinosaurs, suggested that Mary Anning, who had 
become a fossil hunter on the Jurassic coast and had helped establish the existence of dinosaurs, 
had experienced a tough life, had not been recognised fully as a geologist because Victorian 
society did not allow it. She had been credited after her death, but that was something she never 
knew about.  
 
A video about three women who had secured jobs in traditional male roles, such as a newsreader 
and a car mechanic, (324), The glass ceiling smashers, concluded that although they had 
succeeded, some women still faced discrimination and harassment at work, and that true equality 
in the workplace still did not exist.  
 
In (326), The guide dog that spies on people who ignore its owner., it was said that Amit 
Patelõs guide dog, Kika, had a camera that filmed the discrimination he could not see. The video 
suggested that people ôdiscriminatedõ against him, that he was ignored. There was no 
contextualisation.  

In (327), The hidden meanings in music hall lyrics, it was said that music halls were at the 
heart of working class culture in Victorian London - and there were often hidden meanings in 
their lyrics. Life at the time had been tough for ôworking class peopleõ, with high rents, 
overcrowding, poverty, hunger and violence. It was said that music hall stars often cross- dressed 
and that Pablo Fanque was ôone of the great black music hall starsõ, and the Social Purity Alliance 
believed music halls were a bad influence.  

The concept of (331), The hidden metaphors which shape our world, was that such use of 
language was ôeverywhereõ. One, it was said, was that ôtime is moneyõ and the narrator asked 
what it said about our society that the two were equated like that. It was also asserted that the 
ôfight against cancerõ metaphor could undermine treatment because it could make people 
fatalistic about the disease and put blame on those who did not survive. In the US research had 
also shown that those who were told that crime was a ôbeastõ preying on a city rather than a 
ôvirusõ plaguing the population were more likely to endorse tougher policing. 

In (335), The incredible life of Clara Schumann, it was said the 19th century composer endured 
a struggle against her father over her choice of marriage partner, and that when her husband 
died she continued to promote and perform his works ôbut gave up her own composition entirelyõ, 
though she had written 60 pieces ôunusual for women of the timeõ.   
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Penny Jarrett, in (340), The joy of having ADHD, asserted that this was definitely a mental 
disorder, as against those who were ôneurotypicalõ. The British Medical Journal has published 
opinion which suggests that ADHD is ônot a disease or disorderõ156  
  
In (341), The keyboard champions who changed the sound of music, it was explained that 
Wendy Carlos, who had once been known as Walter, was the collaborator with Robert Moog 
in developing new keyboard technology and arrangements. It was also said that people might 
not have heard of them, but ôyou have definitely heard their workõ, which included in 1970 
ôSwitched on Bachõ, the winner of three Grammy awards.  
 
The theme in (345), The new virtual country with no borders, was that it was ôusing globalism 
to end nationalismõ. The peg was the Good Country project which, it was said, was designed to 
promote a different form of loyalty not based on traditional nationalism.  
 
According to (347), The pioneers of womenõs football, it was said that the sectional sport ð 
which had been popular from Edwardian times, but had been banned by the FA in 1921 ð was 
making a comeback. There were allegations that women who had played football had been 
patronised and told it was ôundignifiedõ. Another claim was that although 30 million were now 
watching the womenõs sport, and $156m had been invested, ôinequalitiesõ persisted such as 
winners of the menõs world cup earning Ã22 million, the female equivalents only Ã63,000.  
 
In (347), The problem with the colour nude, Tobi Oredein, said to be a writer, and someone 
who had described Donal Trump as a ôwhite supremacistõ157, said that the colour ônudeõ ð a 
creation of the fashion industry ð did not fit people like her. In effect, it was a declaration that 
people like her did not exist and showed the necessity to continue the fight for ôdiversityõ.  
 
The video about schools in Israel catering for both Jews and Arabs, (359), The school bringing 
a divided community together, emphasised that there were only six such establishments and 
that the Israel-Palestine conflict was ôstill a source of conflictõ.  

In (360), The science behind why doughnuts are so hard to resist, it was said that what we 
eat ôtells stories about our gender and our sexuality, our race and out ethnicity, our social class. 
. . the region where we live.õ  

In (363), The secret life of Emmeline Pankhurst, it was said that she was a ôtrailblazerõ who 
had also adopted four children and worked in the First World War to help children born outside 
marriage.  

Nikesh Mehta, the deputy director of GCHQ, in (365), The secret to success?, said the diversity 
he brought ð his background was in East Africa and ôBritainõs colonial pastõ ð meant he dared to 
be different. He added that people had asked when he took up his first foreign office job how 
he could work there, ôin the light of what they (presumably referring to the British generally) did 
to your peopleõ, but said he had learned how to conquer fear.  

It was said in (366), The sign that stands for global peace, that it had been designed by Gerald 
Holtom in 1958 in protest against atomic weapons development. It had caught on round the 
world and in 2017, 15,000 people at Glastonbury had formed ôthe worldõs largest peace signõ.  

In (367), The simple recipe for a happy street, it was said that a pioneering scheme in Bristol to 
ban cars at certain times of day to allow children to play there, had caught on round the world 
and adopted by 40 local authorities.  

Jessica Huie, a graphic artist, in (374), The teenage mother who changed the High Street, said 
she was the first person to have secured a presence for black and multicultural cards in the UK, 

 

156 https://www.bmj.com/rapid-response/2011/11/02/adhd-neither-disease-or-disorder. 
157 https://blackballad.co.uk/views-voices/founders-letter-kamala-harris-why-the-conversation-on-representation-is-outdated 
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and that she had endured ôthe challenges which are a reality for people of colourõ. She claimed 
to have a unique perspective of the world.  

It was argued in (375), The under-appreciated beauty of Brutalism, that the style of building 
ð very popular in Soviet countries ð was a way of rebuilding ôwar-ravaged citiesõ and had been 
ôa symbol of a more egalitarian societyõ and ôa luxurious contrastõ to the slum conditions it 
replaced. It was suggested that two brutalist tower blocks in London were ôclassic welfare stateõ 
and were ôsocially engagedõ. 

The Open University, in (376), The university that sparked an education revolution, was said 
to have been opened by the Labour government of Harold Wilson because university education 
had once been a luxury available only to the select few. It was claimed it had been opposed 
by one senior Conservative as ôblithering nonsenseõ (though this was selective; the reality was 
that party policy did not oppose its creation). This is fleshed fully in Appendix V.  

The theme of (378), The vision that will save thousands of new mothers, it was projected that 
the Japanese scientist who developed a clotting agent to stop bleeding (and many deaths) in 
women who had given birth, said she had faced ridicule and delays in the agent being accepted 
because it was the 1950s and she was a woman. It was said that use of her invention now saved 
30,000 lives a year.  

The evidence for her being ridiculed is thin158 and she was appointed chair of a university and 
worked there until her retirement in 1990.  
 
Jaron Lanier, a software designer, in (379), The visionary behind virtual reality, was said to 
have been the man who first imagined ôvirtual realityõ possibilities. Mr Lanier claimed that 
statements by President Trump about immigrants and race were ôterrifyingõ, and that social 
media was playing its part in destroying the world in China and Africa. He also was said to 
want the end of online advertising, with people paying for access instead.  
 
Naomi Alderman, in (381), The woman who tamed lightning, said that scientist Hertha Marks 
Ayrton, born in 1854, had overcome a difficult family background to get to Cambridge 
University, and ôwho was stubborn, tomboyish and outspokenõ, had worked out how to make arc 
lights safe by eliminating shorting, and had gone on to imaging 3-D printing. (No mention that 
she was one of the first women to benefit from the creation of Girton at Cambridge in 1869).  
 
In (382), The women changing the face of motor racing, the focus was Alice Powell, a woman 
driver, who claimed that the racing world was changing from total male dominance because 
there was the W series for women ð which was ônot about segregation, but opportunityõ. She 
said she was determined to win.  
 
Three women astronomers were the focus of (383), The women who changed the way we see 
the universe. It was a lofty title, in that each made discoveries or calculations which made a 
small but not insignificant contribution to the field. One of those featured was Henrietta Sawn 
Leavitt, who, it was said, had been given a lowly task of classifying photographs but had seen 
through calibration of brightness levels that there were far more galaxies than had been 
realised, and that the universe was therefore bigger. Narrator Joe Dunkley wondered if men 
would have been treated as negatively as the three and stressed that one had to juggle her 
family responsibilities with her work and another had to work in an observatory without a 
womenõs loo.  
 
In (384), The young investors helping farmers produce more food, the focus was on a new 
small-scale crowd -funding project in Nigeria, which it was said, was helping to boost food 
productivity, and aimed to reduce Nigeriaõs dependence on expensive food imports. This was 

 

158 https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Utako_Okamoto 
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the only video about aid in Africa, and, though clearly very helpful in a small way, was a small 
contribution to the huge problems faced by Africa.  
 
Bonita Harris, the youngest Briton to have scaled Everest, in (396), Top tips on success (from 
someone who knows), said successful people like herself made a shot at things and took the 
first steps. They also respected the environment.  
 
Stephen Bush, in (397), Transhumanism: Will humans evolve into something smarter?, 
suggested that some would rejoice at the prospect of the end of the human race and looked 
forward to a replacement by a ôbetter, fitter, smarterõ model. Transhumanists believed human 
bodies were frail and that leaving our bodies and moving into AI and virtual worlds were the 
only means of survival. He concluded that the idea might be ôunsettlingõ, but what would replace 
us would be ôso much betterõ.  
 
BBC journalist Allan Little, in (399), Understanding the mechanics of hatred, surveyed the 
history of ôhateõ events, such as Srebrenica massacre, suggested that in the Vietnam war, although 
President Johnson projected hostilities as a fight for freedom, American servicemen had been 
taught to hate and see women and children as their enemies. He claimed that mass hatred could 
be mobilised in democracies, as happened in South Africa with apartheid. The Black Liberation 
Movement had offered the white population a way out.  

Christopher Ryan, an author, in (402), Viewpoint: How money can make you heartless, said 
that wealth alienated the rich from other people and its accumulation was the root of human 
hierarchies. This was against how humans had evolved, in communities of hunter-gatherers where 
isolation meant death. Yet the rich bought privacy and stayed in 5-star hotels. Those with wealth 
were also unfeeling and lacked compassion.  

Dr David Scott, an advocate of abolition of prisons, in (404), Viewpoint: What would a world 
without prisons be like?, argued that society was not helped by locking up people, many of 
whom were poor and traumatised, or who were from ethnic minorities, or were mentally ill. The 
need instead was to tackle the issues they faced, and not to blame, prosecute or punish people. 
Because the focus was on prosecuting and punishing the poor and disadvantaged, the wider 
social, psychological and economic harms perpetrated by the rich. He conceded that some 
people were dangerous and accepted they needed isolating. Violence could be prevented by 
other properly-funded interventions.  

The Nesta think-tank, suggested in (405), Virtual sex and avatars ð the future of dating, that 
by 2039, people would likely be marrying their favourite avatar characters and would be 
looking for ômultiple partnersõ rather than settling down with one partner ôas parents used to doõ. 
Nightclubs would no longer exist.  

Angie Hobbs, of Sheffield University, in (406), Wake up! Foucaultõs warning on fake news, 
said Mr Foucault would have been keen on social media in that it could give a voice to 
marginalised groups and immigrants and ôopen up power structuresõ She argued that he would 
also have seen that fake news had a power to shape our lives negatively and replicated at 
ôterrifying speedõ. .  

In (408), Was the 1970s the decade that made the future?, it was argued that key moments 
had been the publication of Germaine Greerõs book The Female Eunuch (though she had denied 
it), and when the first Gay Pride march had been held ð though there was still in the present 
discrimination against the LGBT+ community.  

The DJ Jamz Supernova, in (410), We are the DIY generation, suggested ôthe introductionõ of 
zero-hours contracts after the 2008 financial crash, together with a rise in university tuition fees, 
had made her generation ôscared about the futureõ. It had made people become hustlers to 
forge their own careers. The goal was getting rid of nepotism and removing the need to have a 
pension.  
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Historian Simon Schama, in (411), Welcome to Petra ð a little bit of heaven on earth, suggested 
it was evidence of an immigrant-based paradise in the desert. He did not mention the human 
sacrifice that many scholars think was practised there. The full reference to this is in Appendix 
V. 

Theo Tryfonas, of Bristol University, in (412), Welcome to the smart city of the future, predicted 
that, thanks to smart data technologies, everything would be known about every citizen and their 
needs would be met for food and healthcare automatically. He worried that such data could 
also be an instrument of control, and suggested that the future was thus unsettled. He did not 
mention how these issues had been brought to life in George Orwellõs 1984 or Aldous Huxleyõs 
Brave New World. 

Author and commentator Jared Diamond, in (414), What can therapy teach us about national 
crises?, argued that problems such as climate change, inequality and nuclear threats should be 
dealt with the same basic psychological principles as an individual would be when facing mental 
stress.  

Emma Aston, of Reading University, in (419), What can we learn from the Spartans?, claimed 
that Spartan women were treated and regarded as being as strong as men and could own 
property, but said Spartans a whole were warlike (and enjoyed seeing their sons go to war and 
die), xenophobes with parallels to Nazi Germany. In addition the cultural approach to 
masculinity meant that emotion was discouraged and the individual ômeant nothingõ. She claimed 
Spartan society inspired English public schools. At the ned she said comparisons with the present 
day were pointless ð but the whole video was aimed at doing just that, and denigrated our 
present day values.  

Scarlett Moffatt, in (421), What did the suffragettes do for you?, said that before them, basic 
rights were denied to half the people. She acknowledged that they had used violence including 
ôburning down unoccupied buildingsõ and ôstone- throwingõ Eventually the vote for women had 
been secured, she said, but the battle continued today to prevent ôsystematic sexual harassmentõ 
and to get more women elected.  

Ms Moffatt concealed the extent of the violent campaign, which included hundreds of attacks 
such as horse-whipping Winston Churchill, smashing museum display cases, burning down railway 
stations, injuring postmen with phosphorus, and attempting to set fire to a crowded theatre in 
Dublin.159 

Steve Rainey, of Radio Ulster, in (436), What happens when fans take it too far?, suggested 
there had been an ôuproarõ when Doctor Who had been cast as a woman, and thus suggested 
that fans saw change as ôinherently badõ and that any kind of evolution is seen as ôevilõ. He 
concluded that all fandom did not have to be so problematic.  

Author Irenosen Okojie, in (442), What is ôblack joyõ and why do we need it in our lives?õ, 
argued that such joy ð such as that in Barry Jenkins films and Fela Kuti music - was heavily 
constrained by Western culture. This was because black trauma had been placed at the forefront 
and no attention played to black achievements. Ms Okojie said that if commissioning editors 
looked round a meeting table and saw participants were alike, it was a problem.  

In (446), What is hauntology? Why is it all around us?, the narrator explained that this concept 
was based on the critical theory of Jacques Derrida and was a ônostalgia for lost futuresõ, such 
as when post-war planning moved people from inner city slums to high-rise blocks, resulting in 
social isolation. People had become disillusioned and confused and the result had been the 
success of Thatcherism and the ôLabour isnõt working campaignõ.  

 

159 https://www.bl.uk/votes-for-women/articles/suffragettes-violence-and-militancy# 
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In (447), What is the fascination with the Illuminati conspiracy?, it was said that it was rooted 
in the idea of conspiracy figures controlling the world, with Donald Trump projected as being 
one of the controlling figures, along with Beyonce and Jay-Z.  

It was said in (448), What really happened to this £10 million racehorse?, that Shergar being 
taken and killed by the IRA was one of the most plausible stories, but that the Mafia and a ômad 
mullahõ from Saudi Arabia were also in the frame.  

Sociologist Karen Gregory, with the think-tank Nesta, in (450), What to do if your boss is an 
algorithm, said that this was a possibility in some employment sectors such as healthcare and 
insurance, and this would pose a ôreal challenge for workersõ in that they would lose autonomy 
and control in the workplace. To avoid this, Ms Gregory said workers must have more say over 
management decisions and needed to start organising against it. If this did not happen, workers 
would be in the same old ôhistorical situationõ as before.  

The think-tank Nesta, in (452), What will family life be in future?, asserted that the traditional 
family was a briefcase-wielding dad and a stay at home mum with a rolling pin. This would be 
replaced by multigenerational households living in castles, with marriage only as popular ôas 
last yearõs smartwatchõ. It would be possible to bring family members back from the dead using 
AI.   

Beatrix Campbell, in (457), What would Simone de Beauvoir make of #MeToo?, asserted that 
de Beauvoirõs book The Second Sex was ôa founding text of modern feminismõ and believed 
witches had been burnt ôsimply for being beautifulõ, that women did the bulk of parenting and 
domestic labour and were always judged as ôobjects in relation to menõ. Ms Campbell claimed 
that de Beauvoir would have supported #MeToo and would have been disappointed how far 
there was still to go with womenõs rights. She would also have been concerned that rape was 
only said to have happened if there was violence and not so if women flirted on their first date. 
Ms Campbell concluded that #MeToo showed that women were still routinely treated as sexual 
objects, and that, according to the World Economic Forum, womenõs equality was 200 years 
away.  

Jonathan Portes, of Kingõs College, a strongly pro-immigration academic160, in (461), What 
would the UK be like without immigration?, suggested that, across the board, the UK would 
suffer hugely in terms of the economic decline, more insularity, fewer connections, less 
productivity, reduced tax income, less diversity, an aging population, empty schools, the need 
for stiffer austerity, less innovation, and less diversity.   

Psychotherapist Pippa Perry, in (469), Whatõs the point of humiliation?, claimed that in 
psychological terms, men had a particularly tough time because they had been socialised to be 
ôstrong, brave and competentõ and thus to deny their vulnerability. As a result, they often resorted 
to violence in order to avoid humiliation and in an attempt to re-gain their power. This was why, 
she asserted, that men were many times more violent and aggressive than women.   

Cherie Blair, in (471), Whatõs the point of womenõs rights?, claimed that the economic and 
moral case for ending gender inequality was strong. Economic benefits, she claimed, would 
include boosting GDP by $28 trillion by 2025. In terms of morality, it was wrong that women 
were still classed as less capable or qualified than men and therefore were shut out of labour 
markets, confined to poorly-paid work and had to shoulder ôa massively disproportionate 
burden of care workõ. Women made up half the population and deserved equal access and 
opportunities.  

In (475), Wheelchairs in the sky, there were vox pops from wheelchair users complaining that 
they were treated ôlike a carcassõ by airlines and being forced to wait for hours while 
wheelchairs were found. Michelle Irwin, whose son had spinal muscular atrophy, argued that 

 

160 https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/jun/30/tragedy-is-inevitable-if-we-fear-migration-rather-than-
celebrate-its-benefits 
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wheelchairs should be allowed actually in the passenger cabin, and had started a campaign in 
2011 to that end. A spokesman for Virgin said it was a tough issue to crack because there were 
tough laws and many interested parties.  
  
In (477), When credit cards were squarely aimed at men, it was pointed out that the first credit 
cards in the 1950s were marketed mainly among males, with a BBC reporter asking if it would 
be ôunwise to give it to your wifeõ.  
 
Historic Britain explains that very few women in the UK had bank accounts in the 1950s, and so 
marketing credit cards among them would have had rather limited impact.161  
 
Aatish Taseer, the son of a Pakistani politician and an Indian journalist, in (479), When 
globalisation makes you feel you donõt belong, said he had grown up in India and educated 
in the US, with the result that ôhomeõ did not feel like anywhere. He suggested that this was 
increasingly common and those affected were battling between an idealised past ôand a world 
in fluxõ. Mr Taseer claimed the result of current tensions was Brexit and the election of right-wing 
figures such as Trump, Modi, Bolsinaro and Duerte. What their supporters wanted was ôa 
sentimentalised longing for homeõ. The need now was to reject that and embrace vitality and 
newness and the flux that was happening.   

In (482), When the UK didnõt have a drink-driving law, all the benefits of law-making were 
emphasised, and the protests of those who would be hit by the negative consequences was 
mentioned as, in effect, brainless.  

Historian Maria Hicks, in (484), Where did all the women in tech go?, suggested that early 
computer programmers had been regarded as ôwomenõs workõ but ômale technocratsõ had taken 
over. The exception had been Dame Stephanie Shirley, who had founded an ôexplicitly feministõ 
software company which had flexible working practices designed to meet womenõs needs. Ms 
Hicks said the government had responded by pushing all the British computer companies to 
merge under the ICL banner and this had ôeffectively destroyedõ the British computer industry. 
She added that Dame Shirley (who had previously been known as ôSteveõ), had claimed that 
discrimination continued to wreck high tech communities. Ms Hicks concluded that women not 
having a voice in computer design led to failures everyone had to live with and undermined 
democracy. The need was to construct ôfairer societiesõ.  

The analysis thus starkly projected that discrimination against women had wrecked the British 
computer industry. Other historians think very differently, and essentially ICL failed because its 
products did not sell.  The reference is in Appendix V 

In (486), Where you are banished for having periods, it was pointed out that in Nepal, 
menstruating women were still forced to isolate away from their homes.  

Annie Gray, in (490), Who knew that coffee had such a dark history?, pointed out that the 
first coffee shops in 17th century London excluded women and coffee had come to be seen as a 
male drink.  

In (487), Why (almost) all world maps are wrong, it was said that the Mercator projection 
made Africa look smaller , and that ômany believeõ it endorsed ôEuropean imperialistic attitudesõ 
by shrinking countries in the southern hemisphere.  

It was said in (492), Why IQ is not the same as intelligence, that IQ tests had discriminated 
against immigrants and had been used for political aims often linked to racism and sexism.  

Comedian Alex Edelman, in (495), Why are people anti-Semitic?, claimed that Hungarian prime 
minister Viktor Orban was an example of an anti-Semite and used 1930s (Nazi) rhetoric to 
describe them as sneaky and ôhiding in plain sightõ. This was a comedianõs ôanalysisõ but his 

 

161  https://www.historic-uk.com/CultureUK/The-1950s-Housewife/ 
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targeting of Mr Orban as a main offender in this arena was a hugely slanted point . Even in 
anti-Orban journalism, there is clear evidence that, according to reliable surveys, Jews in 
Hungary feel safter than (for example) those in Germany or France.  

Richard Beaven, said to be an LGBT ôactivistõ, in (496) Why are people homophobic?, asserted 
that homophobia was rooted in that straight men did not like the idea of gay sex, that they 
believed gay men fancied all men, and that talking about being gay meant they could be gay. 
He declared it was fantastic that young people were declaring whatever ôspectrum of sexuality 
they were onõ without thinking about it.  

Historian Onyeka Nubia, in (497) Why are people racist?, claimed that when he grew up in the 
UK, overt racism was casual and prevalent in any kind of public arena. He illustrated his 
perception with a clip of Alf Garnett, from the sitcom Until Death Us Do Part, stating ôblackieõ, 
and then said people shouted the N-word at him. He asserted that a lot of white middle-class 
people were racists and did not realise they were because it was ôinstinctiveõ. Such racism was 
embedded to the extent it was ônormalõ. People needed to be educated away from such views.  

Laura Bates, of the Everyday Sexism Project, in (498), Why are people sexist? Suggested that 
women were being sexually assaulted on buses on men, that women were a still regarded as 
sexual objects and that their bodies were regarded as ôpublic propertyõ. She mentioned a 
witchcraft case of 400 years ago in which a woman was accused of giving a man a permanent 
erection, and was the root of the idea that men could not be expected to control themselves. 
She gave examples of sexism, that women were asked about their underwear on chat shows, 
that sons were favoured over daughters, and that girls were categorised by wanting ôpink stuffõ 
(but did not). Mr Bates attacked the idea of ôstereotypesõ of gendered toys and clothes, that 
only one in 10 engineers was female, and that the Royal Society had never had a female 
president. She asserted that until such sexism was called out, it would persist.  

ôActivistõ Amika George, in (501), Why boys need to learn about periods, argued that many 
young girls suffered ôperiod povertyõ because free tampons were not available in schools, and 
suffered from not being able to talk to boys about their periods. 

In (506), Why do we chant at football matches?, that such behaviour facilitated group bonding, 
but was also sometimes ôracist and homophobicõ, and that group activity such as military marching 
could compromise personal autonomy and make people obedient to ôaggressive actionsõ.  

In (509), Why do we have so much stuff, various ôexpertsõ suggested that excessive 
ôconsumptionõ, as well as contributing to climate change, made us ôconstantly dissatisfiedõ.  

One of the two presenters in (510), Why do we have stag and hen dos?, suggested that stag 
events represented a ôfrantic attemptõ to express deep-rooted but increasingly threatened 
ideals of masculinity ôand indeed about marriage itselfõ.  

In (524), Why new things make us sad, it was said that the French philosopher Diderot had 
noted that a new dressing gown which was made of rich silk had made him miserable because 
of the contrast with his other ôshabbyõ possessions. In 1988, Grant McCracken had dubbed this 
the ôDiderot effectõ to describe that what we bought was based on a desire to reflect our position 
and status in society rather than what we wanted.  

In (527), Why people are choosing to quit social media, it was said that people were ôluredõ 
into using such platforms, which in reality were advertising platforms.  

A group of young men in Nigeria ð where, it was said men could be jailed for 14 years for 
homosexual acts ð in (528), Why shouldnõt men wear make-up?, argued that it was okay and 
made them feel good to use cosmetics, and also to dress in skirts and hot pants. One said they 
were not allowed to express themselves, for example about being bisexual. A caption said it 
was ônot just menõ who now supported ôgender fluidityõ.  
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In a discussion of how the moon had been viewed in history (534), Why the moon is still such 
a mystery, it was said that in the ancient world, the moon was at first linked with masculine 
deities, but later with female ones. The narrator said it was ôgood to hearõ that NASA was aiming 
to put a woman on the moon by 2024 in a mission named after Artemis, the twin sister of Apollo.  

David Brockway, who led the Great Man ôequality projectõ, in (535), Why the phrase ôman upõ 
is so destructiveõ, said that he mainly talked about sexual harassment, homophobia and 
feminism, and that lightbulb moments among his pupils were when they saw that their ideas of 
masculinity were ôtoxicõ and wrong and based on conditioning. He asserted that for years women 
had had to live with the consequences, but he believed such problems stemmed from menõs 
attitudes.  

Malcolm Gladwell, in (537), Why the world needs more disagreeable people, asserted that 
our willingness to tolerate disruptive behaviour among ôour own kindõ was far greater than 
towards those in minority groups. Those in under-privileged groups wanted their children 
disproportionately to behave well, and that they were less prepared to be disagreeable, and 
hence to change things. There were thus ôdifferent standards for those on the ôinsideõ from those 
on the ôoutsideõ.  

In (539), Why we all love political memes, it was said that ôinternet memesõ were a new and 
powerful tool in political campaigning and had gone mainstream in the year of Brexit and 
Donald Trumpõs presidential victory. They were a ôweaponõ for spreading hateõ and surveys had 
shown they spread ôfaster than the truthõ.  

Comedian Hasan Minhaj, in (543), Why we need comedy more than ever, argued that racism 
was needed in the US because it was ôbaked into its historyõ, and it was said that he regularly 
used comedy ôto address prejudice against Muslimsõ, with a clip of Donald Trump denying he 
had imposed a ban on Muslim immigrants. Mr Minhaj said comedy was just him speaking ôhis 
truthõ.  

Svend Brinkman, in (550), Why you should ditch FOMO for JOMO, said that ôconsumer cultureõ, 
backed by a big marketing industry telling us to buy and ôneedõ more was making people 
unhappy and towards ôa life of despairõ. What did make us happy was disengagement from 
ôall these demands to consumeõ in favour of connections with people  

Bonnie Evans, of Queen Mary University, in (553), Will humans keep getting smarter?, argued 
that the ôneurodiversity movementõ was growing strongly and believed those with differing 
ôneurological capacitiesõ should not be excluded but rather integrated within society. An example 
which showed the power of such individuals was Greta Thunberg, who suffered from autism. All 
such people had the capacity to shape and change the world ôin a new and radical and 
important wayõ.  

A main axis in (556), Will we be superhuman by 2039?, was whether a ôrobotic boostõ, such as 
that provided by modern prosthetic limbs would allow ônurses and factory workersõ ð ôwho 
deserve a gold medal but rarely get oneõ ð to complete their work more easily. It was also 
asked whether such new powers ôcould create a more equal societyõ or simply increase inequality 
for the rich?  

Adam Stock, of York St Johnõs University, said in (558), Would George Orwell have a 
smartphone?, that in todayõs digital world, he may have been troubled by the way in which 
mistruths and lies can spread out of control so quickly on social media.  

Kehinde Andrews, in (554), Xenophobism: The story of ancient roots, argued that Brexit had 
been allowed because David Cameron had badly misjudged ôthe power of xenophobiaõ and 
that people would ôvote themselves poorerõ because they didnõt like Poles living next door. He 
claimed Donald Trump was voted in on a wave of anti-immigrant xenophobia, and asserted that 
racism and xenophobia were different but often related. Other assertions were that Brexit was 
based on a desire to kerb white migration to the UK; that the Windrush ôscandalõ had been a 
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xenophobic policy aimed at squeezing out illegal immigrants by making document checks routine 
in all areas of life, including even visiting the doctor; that Windrush was also based on decades 
of immigration policy which purposely restricted immigration from former UK colonies; that free 
movement of people allowed white immigration while closing the door to people of colour; that 
xenophobia was the result of growing inequalities in England because people turned against 
ôstrangersõ; that since the 2008 crash, xenophobia had been on the increase. He asserted that 
the need now was to end equality so that xenophobia would no longer be needed.   

Colin Schindler, in (561), Zionism: a very brief history, argued that the movement was born out 
of a desire to create a socialist Israeli state. 

In (562), Eight things not to say to someone with HIV. "How long do you have left?" People 
living with HIV share some of the over-the-top reactions theyõve encountered.ó Those with HIV 
pointed out that there was a lot of ignorance about what having HIV meant, including that it was 
the result of promiscuity, that it was not possible to have a family, that it was only contracted 
through having unprotected sex .  

George Mpanga, a poet, in (564), Art needs to become political, argued that entertainers 
could not sit on the fence and art needed to drive ôa deeper connection with the populationõ and 
ôenergise youthõ.  

Steven Pinker, a psychologist, in (564), Five ways the world is getting better ð not worse, 
noted that 90% of the world was not poor, but this was offset by ôharmful climate changeõ, a 
permanent danger of nuclear war, the rise of ôilliberal movementõ such as fascism and 
nationalism. 

Artist Sean Scully, in (570), Guns are making ghosts of our children, claimed bullets were being 
sprayed in American streets ôlike rainõ and that he had inspired to make anti-gun paintings after 
he saw a boy in Cleveland being shot at point blank range by police. He claimed the US had a 
ôfetishisticõ relationship with guns and the national flag, and the right to bear arms should be 
repealed because the US constitution was not working.  

Stephen Akpabio-Klementowski, in (572), I went from prisoner to PhD, argued that society was 
unclear what function prisons performed ð whether it was to punish or re-educate. He added 
that here was incoherence, evidenced by that research showed that offending rates went down 
when prisoners were re-educated and allowed them to make different choices.  

In (573), Iõm a man, not a baby!, actor Cian Binchy said that there were 900,000 adults with 
learning difficulties, but only 15 per cent owned or rented their own homes. Mr Binchy said he 
deserved to be treated with dignity and respect and not made to feel like a child. 

Harnaam Kaur, who said she had a medical condition which caused her to grow facial hair, in 
(574), I am a woman with a beautiful beard, outlined that she had faced very difficult 
prejudice and bullying because of her condition, but had now decided to be resilient and strong 
and to go out into the world. She attacked the manipulation of photographs on billboards and 
elsewhere because they did not project reality and could be very damaging to childrenõs self-
esteem.  

In (578), Our love is unique ð living a non-monogamous life, it was claimed that ôrandomly 
shaggingõ or ôconsensual non-monogamyõ led to a happier life. One of the participants claimed 
that her children were happier because she was more relaxed when she had multiple sexual 
partners.  

Ex BBC-Trustee Tanni Grey-Thompson, in (582), Stop telling me Iõm speeding in my 
wheelchair!, claimed there was still a ôhuge amountõ of low-level discrimination against disabled 
people and that they were not yet an accepted part of society. A wheelchair user said it was 
weird to be accused of speeding when her chair was ôher legsõ, and asserted she did not want 
to be condescended to or treated differently, just treated with respect.  
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Aral Balkan, said to be an ôactivistõ, in (582), Surveillance capitalism has led us into dystopia, 
asserted that companies such as Google and Facebook were factory farms for human beings, 
because they used their position to track everything their users did. He said that capitalism was 
about ôthe accumulation of wealth and powerõ, and the companies now had the power to 
manipulate out behaviours, which in turn enhanced their power and wealth. He argued that such 
surveillance capitalism must be regulated and replaced to pave the way to a more progressive 
future.  

Amanda Wight, an actor and author, in (584), The problem with the strong black woman 
stereotype, said the condition, which many black women thought necessary for survival, could 
lead to serious mental health conditions, and self-harming, as well as OCD. Despite this, the 
stereotype was still being pushed by the entertainment industry. She said it had been developed 
as an essential survival mechanism by earlier generations of black women.  

Esme Weijun Wang, who had schizoaffective disorder, in (586), We need to stop the 
schizophrenia stigma, asserted that there were strong misunderstandings about what was 
involved, with the result that sufferers were badly treated. Some thought it was the equivalent 
of being possessed by a demon and that the suffererõs autonomy had gone. Better treatment 
was also required.  

Grime artist Joe Grind, in (587), What Stan Leeõs comics taught me about black history, said 
that Mr Leeõs characters were symbolic of the struggle for civil rights by black people, and it 
had taught him that he could ôtake the pain of being blackõ and still do good and positive stuff, 
despite the rubbish being thrown at black peopleõ.  

The performer Amrou Al-Kahdi, in (589), What quantum physics taught me about queer 
identity, said that the concept flowing physics, that there was no fixed reality, had helped him 
understand his own identity, which was that he was intersectional, British-Iraqi, non-binary and 
he also identified as being a Muslim. He claimed he was a person of ômany genders and 
potentially no genders at allõ.  

Ballet dancer Isabela Coracy, in (590), When Iõm dancing, I feel like flying, said that when she 
had been a child, she was one black person among 50 dancers, and heard that she would never 
make a classical company because she was a ôblack ballerinaõ. She had achieved ôfreedomõ and 
the goal of being such a professional dancer when she had got to London. Her own company 
now celebrated ôdiversityõ.  

In (591), Why I choose refuges as housemates, the focus was a project in Amsterdam housed 
250 locals and 250 refugees, the goal being to spread better understanding and integration.  

It was explained in (592), Why I changed my name to Steve, that Dame Stephanie Shirley ð 
who had suffered persecution at the hands of the Nazis ð had so altered her name when she 
had set up a tech company in London, and found she was not getting any orders. The change 
had worked, and she had succeeded despite having had an autistic son and coping with other 
domestic problems.  

ôAnti-racism pioneerõ Roy Hackett, in (593), Why I am still fighting racism at 90, claimed that 
discrimination against him had begun when he had arrived in the UK from Jamaica in 1952, and 
continued to the present day.  

Gabor Mate, an addiction therapist, in (596) Addiction is a response to emotional pain, 
claimed that many mental health issues were ôborn of the imperial pastõ, along with ôboarding 
school cultureõ. A cause of addiction now was ôrising inequalityõ. Britons were realising they had 
paid a huge price internally for all their suppressed emotions.  

Reni Eddo-Lodge, the author advocating not talking to white people about racism, in (597), 
Britain is in denial about race, argued that Britainõs problem with racism ð in that, for example, 
a black boy was three times more likely to be excluded from school than a white one ð was 
worse than the US. She claimed the UK was in major denial about this, for reasons such as that 
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the legacy of Empire was cheered on with no examination of what white dominance meant. 
Another problem was that the racism had a political purpose , which was to favour some at the 
expense of others.  
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APPENDIX I: The 599 BBC Ideas Films 
 

The table provides details of the 599 films published on the BBC Ideas website, in the same order as the A-Z List (which differs slightly from true alphabetical order). 

Also presented here are details of each filmõs duration, the date of publication, the BBC service or independent company responsible for producing it; and the number 

of views as of midday on 11 January 2021, the third anniversary of the strandõs launch.  

 

 Title Duration Production Date Views 

1 A brief (and ghoulish) history of vampires 03:38 Somethinõ Else 30 October 2018 17100 

2 A brief (but delayed) history of commuting 03:34 The Science and Industry Museum 12 April 2019 55200 

3 A brief history of bombs 05:36 Imperial War Museum 05 August 2020 23700 

4 A brief history of celebrity 04:48 Jono Namara 24 March 2020 36900 

5 A brief history of media panics 06:59 Brendan Miller 22 May 2020 39600 

6 A brief history of memes 04:49 Polyphonic Films 26 April 2019 70400 

7 A brief history of psychedelic research 04:59 BBC Archive 13 August 2018 39600 

8 A brief history of the nipple 03:14 What Larks! and Sentio Space 05 February 2018 128100 

9 A childõs guide to the curious world of adults 02:50 N/A 26 October 2018 5800 

10 A cultural history of teeth 03:38 Flock London 18 October 2019 55500 

11 A cultural history of the beard 03:48 Resource Productions 02 July 2018 32400 

12 A few life lessons from Buddhism 02:16 N/A 01 December 2017 11200 

13 A hairy history of sideburns 03:36 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 14 June 2019 57600 

14 A homeless personõs guide to homelessness 03:16 ITN Productions 16 December 2019 34400 

15 A love letter to Ceefax 03:39 BBC Archive 08 August 2018 22700 

16 A love letter to trees 04:39 Polyphonic Films 17 April 2019 25500 

17 A nostalgic spin around the history of the funfair 03:56 BBC Archive 23 March 2020 16900 

18 A potted history of instant noodles 03:17 Justin Quinlan 26 September 2018 39400 

19 A radical solution to expensive childcare 04:17 BBC World Hacks 22 March 2017 10900 

20 A radical vision of a new Africa 03:05 Somethinõ Else 05 April 2018 14800 

21 A refugeeõs guide to being a refugee 04:38 ITN Productions 16 December 2019 40100 

22 A short (and deadly) history of assassinations 04:14 Being Human festival 13 November 2019 42400 

23 A short history of nothing 03:09 7digital 12 April 2019 80800 

24 A simple way to get children fit 02:47 BBC World Hacks 01 May 2018 2200 

25 A solution for refugee suffering: Give them cash 04:17 BBC World Hacks 23 November 2016 503 

26 A solution to Arab sexism: Teaching girls to fight back 02:09 BBC World Hacks 28 November 2016 593 

27 A very (very) brief history of newsflashes 03:19 BBC Archive 11 December 2018 51600 

28 A visual journey through heaven 04:45 Big Deal Films in Partnership with the Open University 07 December 2018 106100 

29 A visual journey through hell 05:28 Big Deal Films in Partnership with the Open University 07 December 2018 67700 

30 Absurdism: What if life has no meaning at all? 02:37 Somethinõ Else 09 January 2018 56700 
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31 Allowing mums in jail to hug their children 08:43 BBC World Hacks 16 June 2017 2000 

32 An A-Z of living through tough times 02:38 Weirdos and Creatives 19 February 2020 16200 

33 Are artists or scientists better at future predictions? 04:02 BBC Archive 10 January 2018 9900 

34 Are fairy tales sexist? A childõs eye view 02:32 Quintessence Films 26 October 2018 19000 

35 Are maggots the key to a sustainable future? 01:28 BBC World Service 08 September 2017 1200 

36 Are men and women really from different planets? 03:03 BBC Womanõs Hour 03 March 2017 23200 

37 Are millennials the most nostalgic generation? 04:17 Boom Cymru 10 January 2019 33500 

38 Are our moral choices really our own? 11:00 BBC Reel 16 March 2020 18800 

39 Are we living in ôan age of angerõ? 02:32 N/A 02 February 2017 10800 

40 Are you a hedgehog or a fox? 04:32 Based on a series from Radio 4 27 June 2019 44500 

41 Are you going to the toilet wrong? 02:36 Objekt Films 10 September 2019 537100 

42 Are you sharing too much online? 04:40 The Open University/Silverfish Films 07 May 2020 47700 

43 Are you suffering from eco-anxiety? 04:18 BBC Northern Ireland 19 March 2019 86000 

44 BBC presenters share their lightbulb moments 01:53 BBC Ideas 07 March 2018 3200 

45 Breaking taboos with tattoos 02:37 BBC Stories 06 February 2018 3100 

46 Britishisms: Know your mucker from your muppet? 02:43 Somethinõ Else 10 July 2018 238100 

47 Buckle up for a drive... in the chicken poo car 02:40 BBC Archive 02 February 2018 6800 

48 Busting some common myths about being trans 05:57 ITN Productions 16 December 2019 33000 

49 Can education heal the rifts in US society? 02:23 Recorded at Ozyfest  27 July 2018 4100 

50 Can fashion ever be sustainable? 03:51 BBC Sounds 13 September 2019 71000 

51 Can hacking your brain give you an extra sense? 02:29 Tomorrowõs World 19 July 2017 19400 

52 Can social media actually be good for us? 14:02 Tomorrowõs World 21 March 2018 3500 

53 Can trauma be inherited? 03:19 N/A 30 May 2019 8700 

54 Can we manipulate our sleep? 02:14 BBC Reel 18 September 2019 50900 

55 Can we teach ethics to driverless cars? 03:10 N/A 07 January 2018 23500 

56 Can we transform the world in 12 years? 04:50 Tamarack Media Cooperative 14 March 2019 60900 

57 Can you form a relationship with a robot? 03:02 BBC Three 04 September 2017 29200 

58 Can you love an object? 04:06 BBC Radio 3 28 March 2018 85600 

59 Can you really multitask? Finally, an answer 03:15 Mosaic Films in Partnership with the Open University 05 August 2019 103700 

60 Can you trust your senses? 03:35 BBC Radio 4 24 March 2017 13400 

61 Capitalism: Is it here to stay? 03:23 Somethinõ Else 01 August 2018 100500 

62 Chess genius: ôWeõve nothing to fear from AIõ 03:27 BBC Future 15 June 2017 2700 

63 Chocolate: An orgy-filled history 03:00 Somethinõ Else 09 November 2018 64300 

64 Climate change: The ôgrand challengeõ of our generation 03:40 BBC Radio 4 05 December 2018 15100 

65 Climate change: The problem with the enemy narrative 06:20 Brendan Miller 21 May 2019 29300 

66 Could artificial intelligence replace governments? 03:53 Animated by Kong Studio, made in association with BBC Blue Room 03 October 2019 24600 

67 Could circular economics fix the planet? 02:32 Nesta, filmed at Futurefest 23 August 2018 73200 

68 Could plastic roads help save the planet? 03:48 BBC World Hacks 28 April 2017 35600 

69 Could psychosis be an autoimmune disease? 03:33 N/A 26 February 2018 42000 

70 Could you be suffering from ôplant blindnessõ? 04:40 The Open University 16 September 2020 44900 

71 Couple goals: Did these French writers have it sussed? 06:04 BBC Culture 12 December 2017 11100 

72 Darwinism: The theory of evolution explained 02:27 Somethinõ Else 11 October 2018 31000 

73 Debate: Can porn be ethical? 10:01 N/A 03 May 2019 19800 

74 Did War of the Worlds really cause mass panic? 03:03 BBC Archive 01 March 2018 47500 

75 Do eggs contain the secrets of the universe? 04:20 Flock London 18 April 2019 200000 
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76 Do police sketches actually help catch criminals? 04:55 N/A 19 May 2020 17900 

77 Do we have a right not to be lonely? 03:12 Made in partnership with The University of Warwick 08 May 2018 67600 

78 Do we need a new understanding of national identity? 03:08 N/A 11 December 2018 13000 

79 Do we need to re-think our ideas of time? 05:00 Tamarack Media Cooperative 24 January 2020 64100 

80 Do we only use 10% of our brains? 01:20 BBC Future 15 March 2018 63200 

81 Do we think differently in different languages? 04:10 Silverfish Films 24 October 2019 127100 

82 Does Marsõ position at birth affect sporting ability? 02:16 Boffin Media 06 March 2018 23000 

83 Does being paid more make you perform better? 04:11 N/A 19 December 2019 15500 

84 Does birth order really matter? 03:51 Somethinõ Else 05 April 2018 30600 

85 Does humanityõs future lie out at sea? 02:39 BBC Four 12 September 2015 45000 

86 Does modern dating encourage racial prejudice? 03:24 N/A 22 April 2019 22200 

87 Does the universe have hidden dimensions? 04:08 BBC Reel 13 November 2020 35300 

88 Does your name match your face? 04:39 N/A 23 February 2018 212500 

89 Dr Spock: The man who changed childcare 03:56 BBC World Service 18 March 2015 9200 

90 Elephantõs trunk? The story of the @ sign 01:43 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 10 January 2018 171600 

91 Emily Maitlis: My best idea? Luminous sewing needles! 02:20 BBC Ideas 08 May 2018 6600 

92 Existentialism: Who hasnõt had an existential crisis? 02:41 Somethinõ Else 10 September 2018 19100 

93 Feeling lonely? It might be your house 03:27 BBC World Hacks 22 March 2017 59700 

94 Feminism: What does it mean to be a feminist? 02:08 Somethinõ Else 19 January 2018 64800 

95 Finally! A simple explainer on crypto-currencies 02:22 BBC Panorama 11 February 2018 7500 

96 Finding a new normal - how to thrive as a stepfamily 05:22 Crossing Divides 11 June 2019 9600 

97 Five Latin phrases that are still meaningful today 03:33 N/A 01 November 2018 107800 

98 Five absurd beliefs from the ancient world 03:33 N/A 09 January 2019 62200 

99 Five compelling reasons why we all need to sleep more 03:31 N/A 26 July 2018 147000 

100 Five habits that hold women back at work (Name changed) 06:52 N/A 14 May 2019 74500 

101 Five simple ways to sharpen your critical thinking 04:14 The Open University 23 December 2020 555 

102 Five things ants can teach us about management 03:11 Big Deal Films in Partnership with the Open University 16 October 2018 97800 

103 Five things we can learn from the past about sleep 03:41 The British Academy 28 September 2018 48100 

104 Five ways to be better with your money 02:06 BBC Womanõs Hour 19 February 2018 4600 

105 Five ways to be more elastic in your thinking 02:18 N/A 04 July 2018 127800 

106 Five ways to distraction-proof your mind 04:16 Brendan Miller 15 November 2019 190900 

107 Forget ET - what would alien life actually look like? 06:29 ClearStory 17 October 2019 66100 

108 Forget hygge: The laws that really rule in Scandinavia 05:11 Angel Sharp Media 07 August 2018 226000 

109 Four failed inventions that changed the world 04:43 Objekt Films 04 September 2019 125700 

110 Four things bats can teach us about survival 03:46 Big Deal Films 07 August 2019 32000 

111 Four things whales can teach us about life 02:54 Big Deal Films 26 July 2019 47200 

112 Four tips from elite sport you can use in everyday life 04:25 Preston Street Films, in partnership with the Open University 29 July 2020 109400 

113 Four ways AI can help tackle climate change 03:52 BBC Blue Room 04 October 2019 18200 

114 Freedom is... a pair of bionic hands 04:23 Tiger Lily Productions 24 May 2019 89500 

115 From coppers to bitcoiné a brief history of money 03:56 BBC Archive 16 April 2018 17100 

116 Gaining confidence by playing the fool 03:57 BBC World Hacks 02 February 2018 8600 

117 Generation mute... no talking aloud 04:00 The Connected Set 16 February 2018 72600 

118 Geocentrism: Why the world doesnõt revolve around you 02:44 Somethinõ Else 04 September 2018 69200 

119 Girls or boys - should toys just be toys? 05:25 Flock London 04 December 2019 38900 

120 Glenda Jackson: The glass ceiling is not yet smashed 05:15 BBC Studios 24 January 2019 19300 
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121 Good cod! A bitesize history of fish and chips 03:14 Somethinõ Else 03 August 2018 63700 

122 Has #Metoo helped or harmed women? 05:27 N/A 04 October 2018 24200 

123 Have we got the idea of progress all wrong? 04:00 BBC Reel 14 January 2020 11300 

124 Have you been fooled by forensics on TV? 05:01 Angel Sharp Media, in Partnership with the Open University 26 July 2019 101100 

125 Have you been getting a phrase wrong all your life? 04:07 Oxford English Dictionary, Animated by Ana Stefaniak 17 May 2019 102400 

126 Hedonism: How to live a hedonistic life 01:53 Somethinõ Else 31 January 2018 55300 

127 Homelessness: Is it time for a radical re-think? 04:29 Quintessence Films 26 October 2018 17000 

128 House, techno, grime: Did they start with these women? 06:09 BBC Archive 10 January 2018 28500 

129 How ôsocial physicsõ can improve your neighbourhood 03:25 BBC World Service 18 July 2019 17000 

130 How I deal with microaggressions at work 05:33 Team SASS Productions 29 October 2020 42400 

131 How Peru is solving its height problem 04:07 N/A 31 January 2017 1000 

132 How a kingfisher helped reshape Japanõs bullet train 01:21 BBC World Service 22 March 2019 3500 

133 How a kiss on Star Trek made history 05:12 BBC Four, Clear Story 08 August 2018 14000 

134 How a mythical soldier may have started chauvinism 02:18 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 15 July 2019 31400 

135 How a secret language hit the mainstream 04:17 BBC Archive 08 February 2018 19300 

136 How ads manipulate our emotions - and how to resist 04:27 BBC Radio 3 30 July 2019 103800 

137 How bloomers became a feminist fashion statement 02:41 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 04 July 2019 34200 

138 How buying cocaine helps the government 01:30 BBC Radio 4 08 August 2018 13800 

139 How can we use social media more safely? 02:32 BBC Future 26 January 2018 2200 

140 How can you tell if someone is lying? 05:13 N/A 10 December 2019 99500 

141 How could aliens find us? 03:13 Nesta 14 March 2019 43900 

142 How curry conquered Britain 03:08 Somethinõ Else 20 July 2018 62400 

143 How do doctors and nurses cope when a patient dies? 04:42 Being Human festival 05 April 2019 71000 

144 How do you cope with knowing how you might die? 03:12 N/A 24 September 2018 56000 

145 How do you define a decade? (Removed) 05:08 BBC Archive 20 December 2019 16400 

146 How do you find direction in life? 02:08 BBC Radio 4 01 November 2017 5800 

147 How fireflies inspired energy-efficient lights 01:30 BBC World Service 03 May 2019 3500 

148 How half a degree could change the world forever 03:53 BBC Briefing, animated by Aslan Livingstone-Ra 16 September 2019 77300 

149 How limits can boost your creativity 04:29 Angel Sharp Media 04 September 2020 62900 

150 How medieval monks are revealing our universeõs secrets 03:40 The British Academy 02 August 2019 48600 

151 How music can free your mind 02:22 N/A 04 April 2018 24100 

152 How one country dramatically cut teenage drinking 03:53 BBC World Hacks 13 November 2017 10700 

153 How one girlõs illness changed what a nation eats 03:37 BBC World Hacks 04 September 2017 790 

154 How one office hack makes two thirds of us happier 05:07 N/A 16 July 2019 46400 

155 How one woman transformed Alzheimerõs research 07:16 N/A 02 February 2018 51600 

156 How one womanõs ôimmortalõ cells changed the world 07:48 BBC Reel 29 October 2020 274200 

157 How racial stereotypes shape how we see the world 04:07 N/A 13 October 2020 495 

158 How safe is it to hack the aging process? 07:27 BBC Reel 06 January 2021 55100 

159 How should we define civilisation? 03:33 BBC Ideas 20 March 2018 3600 

160 How stories shape our minds 04:29 The Open University, Angel Sharp Media 19 July 2019 180600 

161 How the & sign got its name 02:04 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 23 January 2018 75700 

162 How the river Ganges came to London 02:14 BBC Radio 4 24 October 2017 1800 

163 How this baby is tackling bullying at school 03:54 N/A 22 January 2018 4100 

164 How this frog can tell if youõre pregnant 02:25 The Derek Jarman Lab 08 February 2019 23100 

165 How to avoid emotional burnout 04:13 N/A 18 September 2020 82900 
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166 How to be a good sporting parent 04:48 The Open University 07 October 2020 28100 

167 How to be happy in love (and have fewer rows) 02:20 N/A 15 February 2017 40100 

168 How to be more creative in daily life 04:14 N/A 21 December 2018 19000 

169 How to become a multi-millionaire... at just 19 03:50 BBC Studios 19 July 2018 169700 

170 How to bluff ð and why we do it 03:18 N/A 28 April 2016 14000 

171 How to build an igloo (when the climate is changing) 04:29 Swan Films Ltd 20 December 2019 90900 

172 How to cope with your memoryõs flaws 01:34 BBC Reel 01 November 2018 24300 

173 How to create an economy where humans flourish 02:02 N/A 08 August 2017 6600 

174 How to create the perfect atmosphere in a stadium 03:54 Go Forth Films 18 June 2018 34200 

175 How to do less... but get more done 03:53 Tandem Productions in partnership with BBC Bitesize 14 February 2020 75000 

176 How to feel more in control of your time 04:00 Tandem Productions in partnership with BBC Bitesize 14 February 2020 49200 

177 How to find the superhero within you 04:11 BBC Studios 04 October 2018 30000 

178 How to fix your relationship - and when to stop trying 04:57 Crossing Divides 01 March 2019 212000 

179 How to get on with someone you hate at work 04:06 Crossing Divides 04 March 2019 276600 

180 How to get on with your ex (when you have to) 04:31 Crossing Divides 07 June 2019 50200 

181 How to get seriously good at reading 02:15 Objekt Films 12 September 2019 146800 

182 How to invent (and be world champion of) your own sport 04:44 What Larks! 16 July 2018 3900 

183 How to make sure your emails actually get read 03:15 Objekt Films 11 September 2019 135700 

184 How to manage your worries 03:08 BBC Radio 4 22 April 2016 54700 

185 How to negotiate a payrise 02:00 BBC Womanõs Hour 03 January 2018 17200 

186 How to paint your city like a rainbow 03:05 BBC World Hacks 25 October 2017 601 

187 How to save a young motherõs life with a condom 02:51 BBC World Hacks 02 August 2017 2400 

188 How to solve a cryptic crossword 03:03 Splinter Design 07 September 2018 109900 

189 How to solve youth violence (and how we can all help) 04:10 BBC Radio 4 14 November 2018 16600 

190 How to speak like Shakespeare 03:00 BBC Radio 4 01 March 2016 22500 

191 How to speak like a child 02:45 Quintessence Films 26 October 2018 10500 

192 How to speak when you donõt have a voice 04:57 Jemima Hughes & Screen South 12 April 2019 12600 

193 How to swear like a Swede 02:15 BBC Radio 4 22 August 2017 36800 

194 How to throw like a pro and win at stone skimming 02:36 Splinter Design 22 March 2019 18500 

195 How to win a (Rugby) World Cup 03:03 BBC Studios 13 July 2018 16300 

196 How to win at poohsticks 01:52 Splinter Design 07 September 2018 22900 

197 How to win at rock-paper-scissors 02:00 Splinter Design 07 September 2018 50400 

198 How to write a winning political speech 04:08 N/A 30 August 2018 25400 

199 How trees secretly talk to each other 01:47 BBC World Service 28 June 2018 22100 

200 How was Arthur C Clarke able to see into the future? 05:20 BBC Archive 10 January 2018 27500 

201 How we became obsessed with UFOs 04:05 BBC Archive 20 February 2020 50800 

202 How we fell in love with sushi 03:10 Somethinõ Else 06 July 2018 48300 

203 How well do you know John Lennon? 02:08 N/A 31 January 2020 53400 

204 How well do you know Mahatma Gandhi? 02:15 N/A 31 January 2020 19400 

205 How will humans have evolved 100 years from now? 02:14 BBC Radio 4 24 August 2016 3500 

206 How your phone can protect you from domestic abuse 03:08 Nesta 21 November 2018 17100 

207 Hullõs ôheadscarf revolutionariesõ 04:25 BBC Archive 22 March 2018 5100 

208 Hungry? A brief history of the humble sandwich 03:06 Somethinõ Else 13 July 2018 67700 

209 If youõre blind, what do you see when you dream? 04:04 ITN Productions 16 December 2019 79000 

210 Imagining a world without fossil fuels 02:42 Somethinõ Else 05 April 2018 83200 
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211 In praise of retrofuturism 04:30 BBC Archive 31 January 2020 12100 

212 Individualism: Is it a good or bad thing? 02:26 Somethinõ Else 09 January 2018 47700 

213 Innies and outies: The wonder of the human belly button 04:11 BBC Scotland 10 June 2020 50700 

214 Inside the mind of Professor Stephen Hawking 02:32 BBC Radio 4 11 January 2016 3000 

215 Introducing Mabel the house robot 01:28 Tomorrowõs World 04 August 2017 4400 

216 Introducing the 40,000-year-old ôLion Manõ 02:17 BBC Two 28 February 2018 15200 

217 Is ôblack donõt crackõ a myth? 01:46 Resource Productions/Empoword 26 January 2018 67400 

218 Is free will just an illusion? 12:04 BBC Reel 16 March 2020 42400 

219 Is innate talent a myth? 06:36 BBC Reel 17 March 2020 75000 

220 Is it OK for doctors to cry? 04:48 BBC Radio 3 14 June 2019 33800 

221 Is it time to reassess our relationship with nature? 04:37 Flock London in partnership with the Open University 17 July 2020 105300 

222 Is social media messing with our emotions? 03:40 BBC Radio 3 30 April 2018 56100 

223 Is technology addiction a myth? 03:18 BBC Scotland 10 July 2019 64800 

224 Is the coronavirus crisis a chance to reset the world? 03:04 Rethink project, animation by We Are Covert 19 June 2020 60400 

225 Is the obesity crisis overblown? 02:30 BBC World Hacks 06 July 2017 11900 

226 Is there a better way to count...? 12s anyone? 04:45 Angel Sharp Media 28 September 2018 66200 

227 Is trying to predict the future a waste of time? 03:07 Intelligence Squared 08 January 2018 11100 

228 Is your brain your own worst enemy? 06:24 The Moment 01 June 2018 101600 

229 Is your pension contributing to climate change? 03:45 N/A 18 February 2020 21600 

230 Is ôhappy ever afterõ just a myth? 04:35 N/A 15 February 2019 52600 

231 Jenni Murray: The idea that changed my mind 01:44 BBC Ideas 07 March 2018 23300 

232 Jeremy Bowen: the idea that changed my outlook on life 03:07 N/A 24 May 2018 20200 

233 Jordan Peterson: Why we need more rules 04:19 N/A 16 May 2018 36700 

234 Journalism: Why ôfake newsõ is actually good news 03:11 Somethinõ Else 29 January 2019 17200 

235 Keynesianism: The story behind this key economic theory 03:32 Somethinõ Else 11 November 2018 25900 

236 Left handed? Right handed? Five facts about you 04:33 BBC Scotland and Touzie Tyke 23 August 2018 99400 

237 Libertarianism: What is it? A simple guide 02:49 Somethinõ Else 23 April 2019 20300 

238 Living a maximalist life - is decluttering overrated? 03:50 BBC Reel 03 January 2020 92100 

239 Love and gender - a lesson from ancient Greece? 03:55 The Moment 26 March 2019 35300 

240 Managing your mind at work 07:34 BBC Stories 20 November 2017 40900 

241 Margaret Thatcher - green pioneer? 03:10 N/A 03 March 2020 4700 

242 Match made in heaven? How salt met pepper 03:02 Somethinõ Else 08 November 2018 40800 

243 Meet Britainõs first commercial surrogate mother 03:53 BBC World Service 28 March 2017 2300 

244 Minimalism: Who needs all this stuff anyway! 02:30 Somethinõ Else 25 May 2018 41100 

245 Monk mode... and five other tips for work-life balance 04:33 N/A 08 January 2018 169800 

246 Mother Teresa: Pioneer for the poorest 04:03 BBC Witness 28 February 2017 1300 

247 My father, Charlie Chaplin 03:54 BBC World Service 18 April 2017 3200 

248 Necropolis: Londonõs railway for the dead 01:44 BBC World Service 02 March 2018 32600 

249 Neoliberalism: The story of a big economic bust up 03:40 Somethinõ Else 21 September 2018 37000 

250 Opinion: An ancient betrayal that still resonates today 04:43 N/A 27 December 2018 52700 

251 Opinion: The super-rich are damaging the environment 03:50 BBC Radio 3 17 April 2018 52500 

252 Opinion: We need to stop oversimplifying violence 04:15 N/A 30 January 2019 13300 

253 Orientalism: When will we stop stereotyping people? 03:08 Somethinõ Else 19 October 2018 32000 

254 Platoõs take on democracy and referendums 04:08 The Moment, made in partnership with the Open University 26 March 2019 41800 

255 Populism: A brief history (itõs nothing new) 02:32 Somethinõ Else 09 January 2018 83600 
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256 Putting penis envy in perspective 02:34 Somethinõ Else 01 June 2018 40000 

257 Quietism: Why we all need more of it in our lives 02:35 Somethinõ Else 17 August 2018 79500 

258 Ruby Waxõs guide to mindfulness 02:15 BBC Womanõs Hour 09 January 2017 7400 

259 Scandal and the rise of ôanti-shameõ 04:32 Being Human festival 21 November 2019 82300 

260 Schadenfreude: Why do we feel joy at anotherõs pain? 04:39 N/A 04 January 2019 52100 

261 Scrabble: Five simple tricks to help you win 02:53 Splinter Design 22 March 2019 122400 

262 Seven simple solutions to the surname dilemma 05:42 Angel Sharp Media 17 August 2018 165300 

263 Seven video games that changed the world 05:20 BBC Archive 14 May 2019 105100 

264 Sexism, racismé how should we judge the past? 05:02 BBC Archive 14 January 2019 38200 

265 Should bin men (and women) be paid more than bankers? 03:40 N/A 18 April 2019 20700 

266 Should there be limits to free speech? 05:19 BBC Radio 4 19 March 2018 3700 

267 Should we all try to be less angry? 03:16 BBC Radio 3 24 May 2019 42600 

268 Should we all write in Chinese? 04:20 Angel Sharp Media 11 January 2018 143900 

269 Should we be able to choose our own death? 02:20 Somethinõ Else 06 April 2018 41700 

270 Should we stop flying? 07:05 BBC Briefing 16 September 2019 80900 

271 Socialism: A very brief history 03:01 Somethinõ Else 02 April 2019 37600 

272 Spoiler alert.... Humpty Dumpty wasnõt an egg! 03:32 BBC Archive 25 April 2018 80100 

273 Start-up millionaire on the event that changed her life 04:15 BBC Studios 21 November 2018 16200 

274 Stephen Hawking: ôHe set the bar very highõ 00:55 BBC World Service 14 March 2018 1300 

275 Surviving nuclear war (with mattresses and baked beans) 04:03 BBC Archive 10 January 2018 18500 

276 The ôcondom kingõ who launched a safe sex revolution 03:36 BBC World Hacks 19 June 2017 5000 

277 The Greek myth that gave women a voice 02:21 Man Booker 50 Festival at the South Ba 05 September 2018 22400 

278 The Heartland theory - part two 09:23 N/A 26 February 2019 75100 

279 The Holocaust twin who forgave the Nazis 07:04 Studio Panda, in collaboration with Crossing Divides 14 February 2020 87800 

280 The Viking club where men fight their demons 05:24 BBC World Hacks 11 October 2017 1200 

281 The amazing Maya Angelou 02:32 BBC Radio 4 15 June 2018 3600 

282 The ancient history of the modern hamburger 03:15 Somethinõ Else 09 November 2018 75900 

283 The ancient mystery of the ôskeleton lakeõ 02:55 BBC Reel 04 August 2020 162300 

284 The ancient story of the modern handshake 02:43 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 05 March 2019 32300 

285 The animation genius youõve (probably) never heard of 02:51 N/A 10 January 2018 101900 

286 The app fighting food waste 04:17 BBC World Hacks 02 June 2018 12500 

287 The art of privacy in the digital age 05:04 N/A 10 October 2019 23400 

288 The best (and worst) World Cup posters 04:13 BBC Archive 14 June 2018 29700 

289 The bikes you can rent and leave anywhere 01:46 BBC World Hacks 21 March 2017 1100 

290 The birth of beauty? 02:13 BBC2 28 February 2018 12500 

291 The blueprint for world domination that spooked America 06:49 N/A 07 February 2019 131400 

292 The child who tried to save the world... in 1992 04:55 BBC Radio 4 09 January 2020 90500 

293 The children who could predict the future (kind of...) 03:34 BBC Archive 10 January 2018 17400 

294 The country making sure women arenõt underpaid 03:40 BBC World Hacks 06 October 2017 2100 

295 The curious era of death photography 04:29 Boom Cymru 11 May 2018 64300 

296 The curious origin of the high heel 03:15 BBC Radio 4 05 November 2019 169000 

297 The curious world of blood 02:42 Being Human festival 11 March 2019 38900 

298 The dangers of idolising successful people 03:10 BBC Reel, Brendan Miller 06 April 2020 44800 

299 The dark history of the bunny ears sign 01:39 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 22 August 2018 75400 

300 The dark side of childrenõs author Roald Dahl 01:36 N/A 12 February 2020 33100 
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301 The day cyclists rule the roads 03:20 BBC World Hacks 31 May 2017 194 

302 The devious art of disinformation 08:35 BBC Radio 4 18 July 2018 77600 

303 The doctor who pioneered water births 04:15 BBC World Service 01 August 2017 6100 

304 The downsides of positive thinking 03:55 BBC Reel 04 June 2019 95300 

305 The everyday lives of the non-monogamous 02:32 BBC World Service 08 February 2018 11800 

306 The fabric that changed the way we live 03:35 7digital 02 July 2019 31600 

307 The first fight scene in European art 02:53 BBC Two 28 February 2018 1500 

308 The freaky world of never-ending fractals 02:59 Animated by Christopher Brooks  19 November 2019 127500 

309 The freedom to be topless (whilst drinking tea) 02:29 Tiger Lily Productions 30 May 2019 78600 

310 The funny thing about... PTSD 04:16 ITN Productions 30 April 2019 27400 

311 The funny thing about... being fat 03:37 ITN Productions 30 April 2019 28100 

312 The funny thing about... being little 03:30 ITN Productions 04 January 2019 36900 

313 The funny thing about... being offensive 03:34 ITN Productions 04 January 2019 9800 

314 The funny thing about... bigorexia 03:18 ITN Productions 04 January 2019 78900 

315 The funny thing about... feminism 03:34 ITN Productions 30 April 2019 13600 

316 The funny thing about... grief 03:43 ITN Productions 04 January 2019 35300 

317 The funny thing about... online trolling 03:19 ITN Productions 04 January 2019 27400 

318 The funny thing about... privilege 03:09 ITN Productions 04 January 2019 35300 

319 The funny thing about... violence 02:31 ITN Productions 30 April 2019 8500 

320 The garden shed composer who changed music forever 04:05 BBC Archive 04 November 2018 17300 

321 The gesture that speaks a thousand words 01:59 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 21 August 2018 48800 

322 The girl who changed the world with an acorn 05:44 Last Conker 16 October 2020 72500 

323 The girl who helped discover dinosaurs 03:31 Infocandy 18 June 2018 46300 

324 The glass ceiling smashers 02:59 BBC Archive 20 February 2018 8500 

325 The godfather of typography 08:18 BBC Culture 19 January 2018 11000 

326 The guide dog that spies on people who ignore its owner 03:18 BBC Stories 15 May 2018 9700 

327 The hidden history of gin and tonic 02:55 Somethinõ Else 29 June 2018 128000 

328 The hidden history of the Christmas pudding 02:44 Somethinõ Else 04 December 2018 54600 

329 The hidden history of the hashtag 01:54 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 23 May 2018 87400 

330 The hidden meanings in music hall lyrics 04:52 Suzie Hanna/Jude Cowan Montague 23 April 2020 34100 

331 The hidden meanings tucked inside famous logos 04:32 BBC Archive 07 May 2020 103000 

332 The hidden metaphors that shape our world 03:36 N/A 06 August 2020 41700 

333 The history of the universe... in 4 minutes 04:07 Animation by Paper Panther 18 May 2018 144800 

334 The importance of knowing you might be wrong 06:22 BBC Reel 14 May 2020 14900 

335 The incredible life of Clara Schumann 04:15 BBC Archive 26 January 2018 10700 

336 The incredible story of the boy who invented Braille 03:24 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 14 June 2019 48800 

337 The incredible time-bending power of your brain 04:06 Animated by Peter Caires 13 June 2019 151700 

338 The interactive map that was way ahead of its time 02:36 BBC Archive 11 April 2018 39500 

339 The inventor who plans to build a city under the sea 02:25 BBC World Service 20 September 2018 6100 

340 The joy of having ADHD 04:32 BBC Radio 4 15 November 2018 60600 

341 The keyboard champions who changed the sound of music 04:10 BBC Archive 19 January 2018 17200 

342 The land where elves rule 04:22 Angel Sharp Media 18 April 2019 48000 

343 The man who brought colour to the Russian empire 03:51 BBC World Service 14 March 2017 3700 

344 The nasty side of social media 03:53 BBC Ideas and World Service 18 January 2018 19200 

345 The new virtual country with no borders 03:14 BBC News 18 October 2018 6300 
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346 The perks of speaking 25 languages 02:06 Cymru Fyw 22 February 2018 19700 

347 The pioneers of womenõs football 04:05 N/A 19 January 2018 9100 

348 The power of quiet leadership 03:07 The Open University 23 December 2020 26000 

349 The power of silence in a noisy world 04:06 BBC Radio 3 03 June 2019 44900 

350 The problem with plastic: A 10-year-oldõs take 02:33 Quintessence Films 26 October 2018 23500 

351 The problem with the colour ônudeõ 01:46 N/A 02 August 2018 85100 

352 The public information films weõll never forget 03:05 BBC Archive 13 December 2018 88500 

353 The quiet power of introverts 03:34 Sofia Umarik 15 January 2020 189700 

354 The real El Dorado? 02:02 BBC Radio 4 15 November 2017 2900 

355 The real meaning behind the phrase ôhair of the dogõ 02:48 BBC Archive 23 October 2018 64500 

356 The recipe for perfect grass 04:47 ITN Productions 26 June 2018 51200 

357 The river thatõs a legal person 06:44 BBC Reel 15 January 2020 34300 

358 The robots that think like ants 01:40 BBC World Service 23 April 2018 14100 

359 The school bringing a divided community together 03:39 BBC World Hacks 26 April 2018 920 

360 The science behind why doughnuts are so hard to resist 04:50 The Royal Society 20 July 2020 66400 

361 The secret (and science) of how to win at arm-wrestling 02:10 Splinter Design 19 March 2019 36700 

362 The secret language of feet 03:37 GRACE Productions 01 June 2018 50800 

363 The secret life of Emmeline Pankhurst 02:39 N/A 14 June 2018 2800 

364 The secret life of vowels 03:36 Mark Grist & Paper Rhino 12 September 2018 57500 

365 The secret to success? Dare to be different 03:34 BBC Studios 08 June 2018 39100 

366 The sign that stands for global peace 01:55 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 15 June 2018 43000 

367 The simple recipe for a happy street 02:31 BBC World Hacks 20 November 2017 488 

368 The smart bees that can ôplayõ football 01:29 BBC World Service 19 June 2018 11600 

369 The story of the killer disease humanity eradicated 05:08 The Royal Society/Angel Sharp Media 05 June 2020 139700 

370 The story of the little pointing hand symbol 01:55 Angel Sharp Media in partnership with the Royal Society 05 June 2018 36800 

371 The subtle art of persuasion 04:39 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 03 September 2019 36400 

372 The surprising benefits of being a loner 03:07 N/A 09 May 2019 92500 

373 The surprising history of ôstealing someoneõs thunderõ 02:19 BBC Reel 04 June 2020 41400 

374 The teenage mother who changed the High Street 04:08 BBC Studios 11 October 2018 32000 

375 The underappreciated beauty of Brutalism 05:28 BBC Briefing 19 February 2020 39700 

376 The university that sparked an education revolution 03:46 BBC Archive 12 March 2019 29800 

377 The value of not having your life planned out 02:37 BBC Reel, Brendan Miller 22 May 2020 31600 

378 The vision that will save thousands of new mothers 01:56 BBC World Service 02 May 2017 9600 

379 The visionary behind virtual reality 04:54 Intelligence Squared 10 January 2018 9600 

380 The woman who planted 50m trees (with a little help...) 03:59 BBC World Service 06 December 2016 27500 

381 The woman who tamed lightning 04:31 BBC Ideas and BBC Radio 4, Animation by Aoife McKenna 02 February 2018 33500 

382 The women changing the face of motor racing 02:34 Mat Hale 31 October 2019 29700 

383 The women who changed the way we see the universe 04:40 N/A 05 March 2019 59300 

384 The young investors helping farmers produce more food 03:20 BBC World Hacks 13 June 2018 1600 

385 Think you donõt like opera? This film is for you 04:49 Mat Hale 23 December 2019 34900 

386 Three invaluable tools to boost your resilience 05:05 Kong Studio in Partnership with the Open University 23 July 2020 95300 

387 Three pioneers who predicted climate change 04:40 The Open University/Peter Caires 02 June 2020 103900 

388 Three quick tips for staying calm under pressure 03:32 BBC Bitesize 11 February 2020 150800 

389 Three simple tips for making better decisions 03:31 BBC Bitesize 13 February 2020 91100 

390 Three simple tips to improve your memory 03:20 Dayglow Media 17 April 2020 93500 
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391 Three things you might not know about Queen Victoria 03:35 N/A 30 January 2020 72000 

392 Three tips to help you through redundancy 03:50 N/A 30 October 2020 22400 

393 Three ways to spot a conspiracy theory 05:01 Angel Sharp Media, in Partnership with the Open University 31 July 2019 153600 

394 Thumbs up! Why do we do it? 02:35 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 22 August 2018 36900 

395 Top tip from Neil Nunes? Aim for the impossible 02:47 BBC Ideas 07 March 2018 7800 

396 Top tips on success (from someone who knows) 03:19 BBC Studios 04 May 2018 77900 

397 Transhumanism: Will humans evolve to something smarter? 02:27 Somethinõ Else 02 April 2019 44400 

398 UKõs first sign language poetry slam 04:11 BBC Stories 15 May 2018 3000 

399 Understanding the mechanics of hatred 06:05 N/A 30 August 2019 57700 

400 Unpacking the psychology of seduction 04:41 N/A 20 August 2019 91300 

401 Utopianism: The search for a perfect world 02:32 Somethinõ Else 19 June 2018 30800 

402 Viewpoint: How money can make you heartless 05:27 BBC Reel 22 November 2019 24300 

403 Viewpoint: Itõs time to end our love affair with cars 04:27 Owen Keane 22 September 2020 59400 

404 Viewpoint: What would a world without prisons be like? 04:40 Flock London 11 August 2020 62900 

405 Virtual sex and avatars ð the future of dating 03:08 Nesta, animated by Paper Panther 22 February 2019 60300 

406 Wake up! Foucaultõs warning on fake news 04:44 The Moment 09 August 2018 85700 

407 Was life better before the internet? 03:16 BBC Archive 12 October 2018 65900 

408 Was the 1970s the decade that made the future? 04:33 BBC Archive 07 May 2019 24500 

409 Was this the first emoticon? 01:44 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 30 May 2018 26900 

410 We are the DIY generation 04:28 N/A 16 November 2018 17000 

411 Welcome to Petra ð ôA little bit of heaven on earthõ 04:17 BBC Two 28 February 2018 12100 

412 Welcome to the smart city of the future 03:34 BBC Blue Room/Data Animation TV 04 October 2019 27800 

413 What Greek tragedies can tell us about life today 02:31 The Man Booker 50 Festival at Southbank 15 April 2019 11900 

414 What Stephen Hawking thought about his Simpsons cameo 00:47 The Culture Show, BBC Two 14 October 2006 5100 

415 What Wimbledon has done for fashion 04:16 Worldmark Films 06 July 2018 21500 

416 What a bruised boxer tells us about ancient art 03:56 BBC Two 06 March 2018 8000 

417 What adults forget about childhood 02:23 Quintessence Films 26 October 2018 6000 

418 What can therapy teach us about national crises? 05:54 N/A 10 May 2019 10800 

419 What can we learn from the Spartans? 04:38 N/A 11 December 2019 45000 

420 What crows can teach us about getting ahead 03:15 Big Deal Films 29 July 2019 68800 

421 What did the suffragettes do for you? 03:19 N/A 05 February 2018 2300 

422 What do lucky people do differently? 05:07 N/A 14 August 2019 81900 

423 What do neutral dress codes really mean? 02:12 N/A 30 March 2017 23700 

424 What do our eyes say about us? 03:34 BBC Scotland 09 April 2020 215900 

425 What do your table manners say about you? 04:24 Preston Street Films 08 July 2019 131700 

426 What does freedom mean to a child? 03:30 Tiger Lily Productions 24 May 2019 9800 

427 What does it really mean to act your age? 02:08 Quintessence Films 26 October 2018 3400 

428 What does that backwards P-symbol mean? 01:53 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 10 January 2018 77700 

429 What does the Lion Man tell us about humanity? 02:25 N/A 20 October 2017 2700 

430 What dying taught me 06:43 Brendan Miller 30 August 2019 165100 

431 What elephants can teach us about life (and death) 03:24 Big Deal Films 29 July 2019 68100 

432 What exactly is an algorithm? 07:46 Jist Studios 20 September 2019 72900 

433 What exactly is deja vu? 04:06 Flock London 31 January 2020 61600 

434 What happens inside us when we sing? 04:29 Mat Hale 20 February 2019 71400 

435 What happens to humans when we canõt touch? 05:23 BBC Radio 4, Daniel Nils Roberts 05 October 2020 86500 
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436 What happens when fans take it too far? 03:35 BBC Archive 01 February 2019 20600 

437 What happens when you cross ! with ? 01:56 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 23 January 2018 52100 

438 What if all the wasps disappeared? 03:09 Maia Films 04 March 2020 155800 

439 What if everyone in the world planted a tree? 02:48 Maia Films 26 February 2020 105000 

440 What if the UK legalised drugs? 05:05 N/A 20 December 2019 13400 

441 What if the whole world went vegan? 02:43 Maia Films 07 February 2020 166300 

442 What is ôblack joyõ and why do we need it in our lives? 04:19 N/A 04 July 2019 30400 

443 What is ônormalõ? Who decides? 02:43 Carousel 19 February 2019 13500 

444 What is a skeuomorph - and why are they everywhere? 03:05 BBC Archive 20 August 2019 54200 

445 What is flow and how can it help you achieve more? 03:58 BBC Scotland, in partnership with the Open University 10 July 2018 43000 

446 What is hauntology? And why is it all around us? 04:43 BBC Archive 01 March 2019 68000 

447 What is the fascination with the Illuminati conspiracy? 04:58 BBC World Service 03 October 2019 229800 

448 What really happened to this £10m racehorse? 05:30 Erica Starling Productions 31 July 2018 27000 

449 What really shapes your worldview? 02:19 N/A 15 March 2017 20400 

450 What to do if your boss is an algorithm 02:46 Nesta 02 April 2019 27900 

451 What was Stephen Hawkingõs greatest wish? 01:28 BBC News 14 March 2018 3400 

452 What will family life be like in the future? 02:56 Nesta, animated by Paper Panther 22 February 2019 136800 

453 What will we eat for breakfast in 2039? 03:56 Nesta, animated by Paper Panther 22 February 2019 61100 

454 What will your digital legacy be? 03:48 Jono Namara 11 February 2019 60800 

455 What would Florence Nightingale make of big data? 04:10 The Moment 05 April 2019 32100 

456 What would Freud make of our obsession with selfies? 03:52 The Moment 25 March 2019 25800 

457 What would Simone de Beauvoir make of #MeToo? 04:22 The Moment 26 March 2019 9500 

458 What would a world without humans be like? 03:32 Tandem Productions 02 May 2019 102000 

459 What would happen if you fell into a black hole? 01:29 BBC Radio 4 26 January 2016 36800 

460 What would life be like without the state? 02:31 Somethinõ Else 05 April 2018 47300 

461 What would the UK be like without immigration? 03:23 BBC Briefing, animated by We Are Covert 14 January 2020 77200 

462 What you really need to know about having a baby 02:46 BBC Womanõs Hour 02 February 2017 5600 

463 What your clothes say about you 01:56 BBC Radio 4 03 November 2017 27300 

464 What your skirt length can tell you about the economy 03:25 The Derek Jarman Lab 13 February 2019 62200 

465 What your toaster can teach you about the universe 03:09 BBC Reel 12 November 2019 29000 

466 Whatõs behind denialism? 03:31 7digital 05 November 2018 35900 

467 Whatõs it like to be a child in care? 04:09 BBC Writers Room 03 December 2018 213 

468 Whatõs the most common thing we all dream about? 02:16 BBC Reel 25 October 2018 78600 

469 Whatõs the point of humiliation? 04:22 BBC Scotland, in partnership with the Open University 27 June 2018 143400 

470 Whatõs the point of sport? 02:39 Damn Fine Media 19 June 2018 10300 

471 Whatõs the point of womenõs rights? 02:22 BBC Newsnight 02 January 2018 2300 

472 Whatõs the story behind our favourite emojis? 01:17 BBC Click 18 January 2018 20400 

473 Whataboutism: Finger-wagging as a political tactic 02:02 Somethinõ Else 23 August 2018 19900 

474 Whatõs the point of noses? 03:44 BBC Scotland 13 May 2020 46200 

475 Wheelchairs in the sky 03:33 BBC World Hacks 04 December 2017 4000 

476 When Brexit divides your family 03:05 N/A 16 November 2018 7100 

477 When credit cards were squarely aimed at men 01:26 BBC Ideas and World Service 27 February 2018 8000 

478 When football unites nations 03:45 BBC Archive 11 July 2018 26400 

479 When globalisation makes you feel like you donõt belong 03:07 BBC Briefing 13 January 2020 42400 

480 When motorway services were the height of cool 04:45 BBC Archive 25 October 2019 47400 
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481 When perfectionism goes too far 03:06 BBC Reel 24 July 2019 12800 

482 When the UK didnõt have a drink-driving law 03:07 BBC Archive 22 May 2018 28500 

483 When the heart was deemed too sacred to operate on 05:04 BBC Archive 02 May 2018 15800 

484 Where did all the women in tech go? 03:31 Nesta 05 February 2019 38600 

485 Where do phobias come from? 04:06 Shakehaus 19 December 2019 54100 

486 Where youõre banished for having periods 02:34 BBC Stories 30 April 2017 3900 

487 Which countries will hold the power in 20 yearsõ time? 02:56 Paper Panther 26 March 2019 257900 

488 Which language has 400 words for snow? 02:50 BBC Scotland 10 April 2018 63200 

489 Who is really in control of your mind? 08:29 BBC Reel, By Melissa Hogenboom/Pierangelo Pirak 13 March 2020 49200 

490 Who knew coffee had such a dark history? 03:09 Somethinõ Else 27 July 2018 63600 

491 Why (almost) all world maps are wrong 02:26 Objekt Films 21 January 2019 110600 

492 Why IQ is not the same as intelligence 05:12 N/A 04 May 2020 68600 

493 Why Iõm friends with the man who shot me 07:33 BBC London, film by Katharine Carpenter/Leana Hosea 15 September 2020 63700 

494 Why algorithms are called algorithms 03:03 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 09 July 2019 150600 

495 Why are people anti-Semitic? 04:36 BBC Northern Ireland 20 December 2019 43800 

496 Why are people homophobic? 04:51 BBC Northern Ireland 06 December 2019 71000 

497 Why are people racist? 04:15 BBC Northern Ireland 06 December 2019 61200 

498 Why are people sexist? 04:48 BBC Northern Ireland 11 December 2019 35100 

499 Why baldness is so hard to cure 04:15 N/A 16 August 2019 74800 

500 Why boredom is actually good for you 01:17 BBC Reel 19 September 2018 22800 

501 Why boys need to learn about periods 03:02 BBC Radio 4 14 November 2018 35500 

502 Why diesel engines could have been so, so different 03:21 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 18 June 2019 89200 

503 Why do some people have wanderlust - and not others? 03:31 BBC Northern Ireland/Taunt Studios 29 November 2019 116800 

504 Why do we binge-watch (and is it actually good for us)? 05:02 Ripple Pictures 18 September 2019 113100 

505 Why do we call sausages bangers? 02:42 Somethinõ Else 09 November 2018 32600 

506 Why do we chant at football matches? 03:14 Somethinõ Else, in partnership with the Open University 22 June 2018 56000 

507 Why do we clap? 02:44 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 05 March 2019 16700 

508 Why do we cross our fingers for luck? 02:06 Dayglow Media & Pencil & Pepper 22 August 2018 43400 

509 Why do we have so much stuff? 04:51 N/A 02 August 2019 146600 

510 Why do we have stag and hen dos? 02:34 Chocolate Films 02 October 2019 23100 

511 Why do we kiss? 03:59 BBC Ideas and World Service, animation by Ana Stefaniak and Peter Caires 11 February 2019 163700 

512 Why do we like to be beside the seaside? 06:36 BBC Archive 08 October 2019 11600 

513 Why do we say ôcheersõ? 02:05 BBC Reel 16 September 2020 105800 

514 Why do we stand on two legs? 04:43 Preston Street Films 23 August 2019 52900 

515 Why do we use a qwerty keyboard anyway? 02:04 Objekt Films 18 January 2019 174900 

516 Why does time go forwards not backwards? 04:01 Flock London 12 March 2019 108000 

517 Why food has a unique power to unite the world 02:14 BBC Ideas and World Service 07 September 2018 8000 

518 Why impostor syndrome can be a strength 04:03 We Are Tilt 20 December 2019 100900 

519 Why is football so full of cliches? 02:34 Somethinõ Else, in partnership with the Open University 25 June 2018 63600 

520 Why is lying so hard to resist? 05:35 N/A 21 November 2019 23700 

521 Why is the common cold so hard to cure? 04:13 N/A 06 September 2019 68300 

522 Why millions listen to this girlõs advice 01:58 BBC World Hacks 20 July 2018 3300 

523 Why new habits are so hard to stick to 03:52 N/A 07 January 2020 103300 

524 Why new things make us sad 04:37 BBC Reel 08 January 2019 36400 

525 Why our ears are unique (and amazing!) 03:58 BBC Scotland 25 June 2020 44800 
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526 Why our lives will forever revolve around the sun 04:46 In-House International with the help of the Science Museum 04 October 2018 58500 

527 Why people are choosing to quit social media 04:06 Polyphonic Films 15 February 2018 242200 

528 Why shouldnõt men wear make-up? 01:34 BBC Africa 31 August 2017 6200 

529 Why smart people do stupid things 05:20 N/A 14 October 2019 223300 

530 Why soil is one of the most amazing things on earth 04:25 Flock London in Partnership with the Royal Society 03 December 2020 73500 

531 Why some songs make you feel really old 02:55 BBC Archive 09 June 2019 46000 

532 Why strangers make good therapists 02:36 BBC World Hacks 19 July 2017 5500 

533 Why the ômillennium bugõ didnõt actually bite 04:01 BBC Archive 10 January 2018 69500 

534 Why the Moon is still such a mystery 03:32 Flock London 16 July 2019 102700 

535 Why the phrase ôman upõ is so destructive 03:26 BBC Radio 4 21 November 2018 32700 

536 Why the term ôpopulismõ is dishonest 02:22 N/A 01 February 2017 949 

537 Why the world needs disagreeable people 03:21 BBC Ideas and World Service 30 November 2018 27400 

538 Why water is one of the weirdest things in the universe 03:11 Animation by Oliver Smyth 14 January 2019 199400 

539 Why we all love political memes 04:22 Clear Story, original programmee for BBC Four 20 March 2019 20300 

540 Why we all need a bit of childlike wonder 02:07 Somethinõ Else 13 April 2018 44100 

541 Why we eat turkey at Christmas 03:01 Somethinõ Else 06 December 2018 89400 

542 Why we kiss under mistletoe (and other curiosities) 04:00 Mark Grist & Paper Rhino 19 December 2018 79200 

543 Why we need comedy now more than ever 01:54 N/A 16 August 2018 20300 

544 Why we need to face our mortality 05:13 BBC Radio 3 26 April 2018 49900 

545 Why we say zigzag, not zagzig (and other quirks) 02:18 N/A 02 June 2020 53000 

546 Why we see faces in clouds 02:48 Mosaic Films in Partnership with the Open University 05 August 2019 88400 

547 Why we should ban ôcuteõ robots 02:09 N/A 28 February 2017 4600 

548 Why you might actually be smarter than you think 05:37 BBC Reel 05 May 2020 60900 

549 Why you should always wear trainers to work 02:57 BBC Studios 08 June 2018 192200 

550 Why you should ditch FOMO for JOMO 04:26 BBC Reel 07 October 2019 41800 

551 Why youõre tying your shoelaces all wrong 02:09 Objekt Films 18 January 2019 469400 

552 Why your first memory is probably wrong 04:04 Mosaic Films in Partnership with the Open University 05 August 2019 151300 

553 Will humans keep getting smarter? 05:49 N/A 02 June 2020 28700 

554 Will office life ever be the same again? 03:04 N/A 28 August 2020 23000 

555 Will robots take over? 02:12 BBC Radio 4 20 February 2017 3700 

556 Will we all be superhuman by 2039? 03:31 Nesta, animated by Paper Panther 22 February 2019 39500 

557 Will we worship artificial intelligence in the future? 03:44 Nesta 15 February 2019 20400 

558 Would George Orwell have had a smartphone? 03:58 N/A 20 January 2020 22200 

559 Xenophobism: The story of its ancient roots 03:02 Somethinõ Else 13 June 2019 21100 

560 Youngism: Do we discriminate against young people? 02:40 Somethinõ Else 31 May 2019 10900 

561 Zionism: A very brief history 03:08 Somethinõ Else 23 July 2019 80100 

562 8 things not to say to someone with HIV 04:46 BBC Three 15 September 2016 6800 

563 Relativism: Is it wrong to judge other cultures? 02:54 Somethinõ Else 26 September 2018 23500 

564 Art needs to become politicalõ 02:16 N/A 29 August 2017 1000 

565 Arts should be available on prescriptionõ 03:05 BBC Radio 3 17 April 2018 11900 

566 Climate change need not become the legacy we leaveõ 02:59 Weirdos and Creatives 13 March 2019 21500 

567 Donõt leave censorship to Facebookõ 02:06 BBC Newsnight 09 November 2017 1900 

568 Dying is not as bad as you thinkõ 03:49 BBC Radio 3 29 March 2018 307400 

569 Five ways the world is getting better ð not worseõ 04:07 BBC Ideas 28 March 2018 58500 

570 Guns are making ghosts of our childrenõ 03:55 N/A 01 February 2019 4200 



105 

 

571 I became a model in my eightiesõ 04:35 BBC Studios 24 January 2019 35100 

572 I went from prisoner to PhDõ 04:02 Mat Hale at Presence, in association with the Open University 04 August 2020 96800 

573 Iõm a man, not a baby!õ 02:26 What Larks! 10 May 2018 35300 

574 Iõm a woman with a beautiful beardõ 04:07 BBC Radio 4 15 November 2018 30800 

575 Losing a parent made me more resilientõ 04:40 Silverfish Films 05 November 2019 72900 

576 Mental toughness is the secret to successõ 03:10 Mat Hale 24 July 2018 24900 

577 My life has been like a movieõ 03:43 BBC Studios 29 June 2018 64600 

578 Our love is uniqueõ - living a non-monogamous life 05:02 BBC Reel 12 February 2020 133900 

579 People are nicer than you thinkõ 02:16 N/A 07 March 2017 3900 

580 Prayer is the greatest freedom of allõ 03:47 Tiger Lily Productions 24 May 2019 23800 

581 Stop telling me Iõm speeding in my wheelchair!õ 03:38 BBC News 24 January 2019 47600 

582 Surveillance capitalism has led us into a dystopiaõ 02:45 Nesta 16 October 2018 66300 

583 Talking about suicide makes it smallerõ 05:34 Living Words 08 September 2020 28200 

584 The problem with the strong black woman stereotypeõ 06:01 Team SASS Productions 29 October 2019 33100 

585 Thereõs a danger of losing our tenure on this planetõ 02:47 BBC Studios 24 January 2019 141400 

586 We need to stop the schizophrenia stigmaõ 04:22 Easy Animal Studios 11 October 2019 24200 

587 What Stan Leeõs comics taught me about black historyõ 03:50 N/A 27 June 2018 17200 

588 What being a hostage taught me about happinessõ 04:28 BBC Studios 24 January 2019 91200 

589 What quantum physics taught me about queer identityõ 02:32 Filmed at Futurefest 21 September 2018 31900 

590 When Iõm dancing I feel like Iõm flyingõ 03:43 Tiger Lily Productions 24 May 2019 13500 

591 Why I chose refugees for housematesõ 02:30 BBC World Hacks 13 March 2017 1700 

592 Why I had to change my name to Steveõ 04:41 BBC Studios 24 January 2019 47800 

593 Why Iõm still fighting racism at 90õ 04:37 BBC Studios 24 January 2019 63500 

594 Why Spider-Man is my comic book heroõ 03:56 N/A 21 June 2018 15800 

595 *&%$#*!!! - Is swearing actually good for us? 01:48 N/A 06 November 2017 18800 

596 ôAddiction is a response to emotional painõ 03:29 BBC News, animated by Easy Animal studio 11 November 2019 102800 

597 ôBritain is in denial about raceõ 01:56 N/A 01 June 2017 4300 

598 ôI saved a man from death rowõ 03:53 BBC Studios 30 November 2018 29900 

599 ôWeõre not meant to be happy all the timeõ 02:34 N/A 16 January 2018 38200 
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APPENDIX II:  MOST AND LEAST VIEWED FILMS: 

The table shows the 50 most popular BBC Ideas films, according to their total number of views:   
 

No.  Title Duration Total Views 

41 Are you going to the toilet wrong? 02:36 537,100 

551 Why youôre tying your shoelaces all wrong 02:09 469,400 

568 Dying is not as bad as you thinkô 03:49 307,400 

179 How to get on with someone you hate at work 04:06 276,600 

156 How one womanôs ôimmortalô cells changed the world 07:48 274,200 

487 Which countries will hold the power in 20 yearsô time? 02:56 257,900 

527 Why people are choosing to quit social media 04:06 242,200 

46 Britishisms: Know your mucker from your muppet? 02:43 238,100 

447 What is the fascination with the Illuminati conspiracy? 04:58 229,800 

108 Forget hygge: The laws that really rule in Scandinavia 05:11 226,000 

529 Why smart people do stupid things 05:20 223,300 

424 What do our eyes say about us? 03:34 215,900 

88 Does your name match your face? 04:39 212,500 

178 How to fix your relationship - and when to stop trying 04:57 212,000 

75 Do eggs contain the secrets of the universe? 04:20 200,000 

538 Why water is one of the weirdest things in the universe 03:11 199,400 

549 Why you should always wear trainers to work 02:57 192,200 

106 Five ways to distraction-proof your mind 04:16 190,900 

353 The quiet power of introverts 03:34 189,700 

160 How stories shape our minds 04:29 180,600 

515 Why do we use a qwerty keyboard anyway? 02:04 174,900 

90 Elephantôs trunk? The story of the @ sign 01:43 171,600 

245 Monk mode... and five other tips for work-life balance 04:33 169,800 

169 How to become a multi-millionaire... at just 19 03:50 169,700 

296 The curious origin of the high heel 03:15 169,000 

441 What if the whole world went vegan? 02:43 166,300 

262 Seven simple solutions to the surname dilemma 05:42 165,300 

430 What dying taught me 06:43 165,100 

511 Why do we kiss? 03:59 163,700 

283 The ancient mystery of the ôskeleton lakeô 02:55 162,300 

438 What if all the wasps disappeared? 03:09 155,800 

393 Three ways to spot a conspiracy theory 05:01 153,600 

337 The incredible time-bending power of your brain 04:06 151,700 

552 Why your first memory is probably wrong 04:04 151,300 

388 Three quick tips for staying calm under pressure 03:32 150,800 

494 Why algorithms are called algorithms 03:03 150,600 

99 Five compelling reasons why we all need to sleep more 03:31 147,000 

181 How to get seriously good at reading 02:15 146,800 

509 Why do we have so much stuff? 04:51 146,600 

333 The history of the universe... in 4 minutes 04:07 144,800 

268 Should we all write in Chinese? 04:20 143,900 

469 Whatôs the point of humiliation? 04:22 143,400 

585 Thereôs a danger of losing our tenure on this planetô 02:47 141,400 

369 The story of the killer disease humanity eradicated 05:08 139,700 

452 What will family life be like in the future? 02:56 136,800 

183 How to make sure your emails actually get read 03:15 135,700 

578 Our love is uniqueô - living a non-monogamous life 05:02 133,900 

425 What do your table manners say about you? 04:24 131,700 

291 The blueprint for world domination that spooked America 06:49 131,400 

8 A brief history of the nipple 03:14 128,100 
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The table presents the 50 least popular BBC Ideas films, according to their total number of views:   

No.  Title Duration Total Views 

301 The day cyclists rule the roads 03:20 194 

467 Whatôs it like to be a child in care? 04:09 213 

367 The simple recipe for a happy street 02:31 488 

157 How racial stereotypes shape how we see the world 04:07 495 

25 A solution for refugee suffering: Give them cash 04:17 503 

101 Five simple ways to sharpen your critical thinking 04:14 555 

26 A solution to Arab sexism: Teaching girls to fight back 02:09 593 

186 How to paint your city like a rainbow 03:05 601 

153 How one girlôs illness changed what a nation eats 03:37 790 

359 The school bringing a divided community together 03:39 920 

536 Why the term ôpopulismô is dishonest 02:22 949 

131 How Peru is solving its height problem 04:07 1,000 

564 Art needs to become politicalô 02:16 1,000 

289 The bikes you can rent and leave anywhere 01:46 1,100 

35 Are maggots the key to a sustainable future? 01:28 1,200 

280 The Viking club where men fight their demons 05:24 1,200 

246 Mother Teresa: Pioneer for the poorest 04:03 1,300 

274 Stephen Hawking: ôHe set the bar very highô 00:55 1,300 

307 The first fight scene in European art 02:53 1,500 

384 The young investors helping farmers produce more food 03:20 1,600 

591 Why I chose refugees for housematesô 02:30 1,700 

162 How the river Ganges came to London 02:14 1,800 

567 Donõt leave censorship to Facebookõ 02:06 1,900 

31 Allowing mums in jail to hug their children 08:43 2,000 

294 The country making sure women arenôt underpaid 03:40 2,100 

24 A simple way to get children fit 02:47 2,200 

139 How can we use social media more safely? 02:32 2,200 

243 Meet Britainôs first commercial surrogate mother 03:53 2,300 

421 What did the suffragettes do for you? 03:19 2,300 

471 Whatôs the point of womenôs rights? 02:22 2,300 

187 How to save a young motherôs life with a condom 02:51 2,400 

62 Chess genius: ôWeôve nothing to fear from AIô 03:27 2,700 

429 What does the Lion Man tell us about humanity? 02:25 2,700 

363 The secret life of Emmeline Pankhurst 02:39 2,800 

354 The real El Dorado? 02:02 2,900 

214 Inside the mind of Professor Stephen Hawking 02:32 3,000 

398 UKôs first sign language poetry slam 04:11 3,000 

45 Breaking taboos with tattoos 02:37 3,100 

44 BBC presenters share their lightbulb moments 01:53 3,200 

247 My father, Charlie Chaplin 03:54 3,200 

522 Why millions listen to this girlôs advice 01:58 3,300 

427 What does it really mean to act your age? 02:08 3,400 

451 What was Stephen Hawkingôs greatest wish? 01:28 3,400 

52 Can social media actually be good for us? 14:02 3,500 

132 How a kingfisher helped reshape Japanôs bullet train 01:21 3,500 

147 How fireflies inspired energy-efficient lights 01:30 3,500 

205 How will humans have evolved 100 years from now? 02:14 3,500 

159 How should we define civilisation? 03:33 3,600 

281 The amazing Maya Angelou 02:32 3,600 

266 Should there be limits to free speech? 05:19 3,700 
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The total number of views for each film was divided by their number of days online since the 

launch of BBC Ideas162, to produce a ôviews per dayõ metric for all 599 films. The 50 films with 

the most views per day are tabulated below: 

 

No.  Title Duration Views per Day 

158 How safe is it to hack the ageing process? 07:48 11,020 

156 How one womanõs ôimmortalõ cells changed the world 05:33 3,705 

530 Why soil is one of the most amazing things on earth 05:23 1,885 

348 The power of quiet leadership 05:44 1,368 

41 Are you going to the toilet wrong? 02:05 1,098 

283 The ancient mystery of the ôskeleton lakeõ 02:55 1,014 

513 Why do we say ôcheersõ? 03:50 904 

435 What happens to humans when we canõt touch? 04:13 883 

322 The girl who changed the world with an acorn 02:36 833 

399 What do our eyes say about us? 04:27 779 

165 How to avoid emotional burnout 04:13 721 

112 Four tips from elite sport you can use in everyday life 04:25 659 

551 Why youôre tying your shoelaces all wrong 02:09 648 

369 The story of the killer disease humanity eradicated 05:08 635 

572 I went from prisoner to PhDô 04:02 605 

87 Does the universe have hidden dimensions? 04:08 598 

221 Is it time to reassess our relationship with nature? 04:37 592 

130 How I deal with microaggressions at work 05:33 573 

386 Three invaluable tools to boost your resilience 05:05 554 

493 Why Iõm friends with the man who shot me 07:33 540 

403 Viewpoint: Itôs time to end our love affair with cars 04:27 535 

353 The quiet power of introverts 03:34 524 

438 What if all the wasps disappeared? 03:09 498 

447 What is the fascination with the Illuminati conspiracy? 04:58 493 

529 Why smart people do stupid things 05:20 491 

441 What if the whole world went vegan? 02:43 491 

149 How limits can boost your creativity 04:29 488 

387 Three pioneers who predicted climate change 04:40 466 

106 Five ways to distraction-proof your mind 04:16 451 

388 Three quick tips for staying calm under pressure 03:32 450 

331 The hidden meanings tucked inside famous logos 04:32 414 

404 Viewpoint: What would a world without prisons be like? 04:40 411 

179 How to get on with someone you hate at work 04:06 407 

578 Our love is uniqueô - living a non-monogamous life 05:02 401 

487 Which countries will hold the power in 20 yearsô time? 02:56 393 

296 The curious origin of the high heel 03:15 390 

70 Could you be suffering from ôplant blindnessõ? 04:40 384 

360 The science behind why doughnuts are so hard to resist 04:50 379 

390 Three simple tips to improve your memory 03:20 348 

160 How stories shape our minds 04:29 333 

430 What dying taught me 06:43 330 

439 What if everyone in the world planted a tree? 02:48 328 

75 Do eggs contain the secrets of the universe? 04:20 315 

178 How to fix your relationship - and when to stop trying 04:57 311 

392 Three tips to help you through redundancy 03:50 307 

308 The freaky world of never-ending fractals 02:59 304 

568 Dying is not as bad as you thinkô 03:49 302 

181 How to get seriously good at reading 02:15 301 

224 Is the coronavirus crisis a chance to reset the world? 03:04 293 

166 How to be a good sporting parent 04:48 293 

 

 

162 89 of the 594 films have a publication date that predates the launch of the BBC Ideas website on 11 January 2018. For the 
purpose of this calculation the launch date has been used, although if these films were hosted elsewhere previously, it is possible 
that their ôviewsõ may have been ôcarried overõ to the new service.  
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The 50 films with the least views per day are shown below 

: 

No.  Title Duration Views per Day 

301 The day cyclists rule the roads 03:20 0.15 

467 Whatôs it like to be a child in care? 04:09 0.28 

25 A solution for refugee suffering: Give them cash 04:17 0.33 

26 A solution to Arab sexism: Teaching girls to fight back 02:09 0.39 

367 The simple recipe for a happy street 02:31 0.43 

186 How to paint your city like a rainbow 03:05 0.51 

153 How one girlôs illness changed what a nation eats 03:37 0.64 

536 Why the term ôpopulismô is dishonest 02:22 0.66 

131 How Peru is solving its height problem 04:07 0.69 

289 The bikes you can rent and leave anywhere 01:46 0.79 

564 Art needs to become politicalô 02:16 0.81 

246 Mother Teresa: Pioneer for the poorest 04:03 0.92 

359 The school bringing a divided community together 03:39 0.93 

414 What Stephen Hawking thought about his Simpsons cameo 00:47 0.98 

35 Are maggots the key to a sustainable future? 01:28 0.98 

280 The Viking club where men fight their demons 05:24 1.01 

591 Why I chose refugees for housematesô 02:30 1.21 

274 Stephen Hawking: ôHe set the bar very highô 00:55 1.26 

307 The first fight scene in European art 02:53 1.43 

162 How the river Ganges came to London 02:14 1.53 

31 Allowing mums in jail to hug their children 08:43 1.53 

567 Donõt leave censorship to Facebookõ 02:06 1.64 

214 Inside the mind of Professor Stephen Hawking 02:32 1.64 

243 Meet Britainôs first commercial surrogate mother 03:53 1.66 

384 The young investors helping farmers produce more food 03:20 1.70 

294 The country making sure women arenôt underpaid 03:40 1.76 

187 How to save a young motherôs life with a condom 02:51 1.91 

139 How can we use social media more safely? 02:32 2.04 

62 Chess genius: ôWeôve nothing to fear from AIô 03:27 2.07 

471 Whatôs the point of womenôs rights? 02:22 2.08 

421 What did the suffragettes do for you? 03:19 2.15 

205 How will humans have evolved 100 years from now? 02:14 2.19 

24 A simple way to get children fit 02:47 2.23 

429 What does the Lion Man tell us about humanity? 02:25 2.29 

247 My father, Charlie Chaplin 03:54 2.35 

354 The real El Dorado? 02:02 2.52 

555 Will robots take over? 02:12 2.60 

343 The man who brought colour to the Russian empire 03:51 2.64 

579 People are nicer than you thinkô 02:16 2.77 

486 Where youôre banished for having periods 02:34 2.88 

45 Breaking taboos with tattoos 02:37 2.90 

363 The secret life of Emmeline Pankhurst 02:39 2.97 

44 BBC presenters share their lightbulb moments 01:53 3.07 

398 UKôs first sign language poetry slam 04:11 3.09 

547 Why we should ban ôcuteô robots 02:09 3.26 

597 ôBritain is in denial about raceõ 01:56 3.26 

451 What was Stephen Hawkingôs greatest wish? 01:28 3.29 

52 Can social media actually be good for us? 14:02 3.41 

159 How should we define civilisation? 03:33 3.50 

215 Introducing Mabel the house robot 01:28 3.50 
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APPENDIX III: NAMED PRESENTERS 
 

The table lists the 307 non-BBC presenters who contributed to the 599 films in the BBC Ideas 

collection. They are coded according to the profession or area of expertise, along with their 

number of appearances.  (This data from this table is summarised in the chart in Section 2.3 of 

the main report.) 

Occupation/Role 
  

Appearances 
  

Academics  
Alex ôSandyô Pentland, MIT 1 

Angie Hobbs, University of Sheffield 1 

Belinda Lennox, Oxford University 1 

Candice Lingham-Willgoss, OU 1 

Charlie Beckett, LSE Professor 1 

Chris Street, University of Huddersfield 1 

Colin Shindler, SOAS professor 1 

Danny Dorling, Professor of Geography, University of Oxford 1 

Dr Bonnie Evans, Queen Mary, University of London 1 

Dr Daisy Fancourt, UCL 1 

Dr Gavin Evans, Birkbeck, University of London 1 

Dr Hugh Hunt, University of Cambridge 1 

Dr Jacqueline Baxter, Open University 2 

Emma Aston, University of Reading 1 

Jan Ewing, University of Exeter 1 

Jared Diamond, professor of geography at UCLA 1 

Jonathan Portes, Kingôs College London 1 

Kehinde Andrews, academic 2 

Kimberley Brownlee, University of Warwick 1 

Luca Trenta, Swansea University 1 

Mary Beard 1 

Maya Jasanoff, Harvard University 1 

Paul Dolan, Professor of Behavioural Science LSE 1 

Prof Chris McManus, from UCL 1 

Prof Evelyn Alsultany 1 

Prof Nick Groom 1 

Professor James Bullock 1 

Professor Jordan Peterson 1 

Professor Lars Chittka, Queen Mary University London 1 

Professor Margaret Reynolds 1 

Professor Penny Lewis, Cardiff University 1 

Robert Heath, University of Bath 1 

Sarah Handley, University of Manchester 1 

Simon Redfern, University of Cambridge 1 

Vicky Neale, University of Oxford  1 

  
Activists  
Amika George, activist 1 

Aral Balkan, activist 1 

James Lovelock, environmental thinker 1 

Laura Bates, Everyday Sexism Project 1 
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Mark Lynas, Activist and Author 1 

Richard Beaven, LGBT activist 1 

Roy Hackett, anti-racism pioneer 1 

Tanni Grey-Thompson, activist, 1 

  
Anthropologists  
Jason Hickel, Anthropologist 1 

Kaori OôConnor, Fashion Anthropologist 1 

Vaughn Bryant, Anthropologist 1 

  
Artist, Actors, Musicians  
Alexandra Daisy Ginsberg, Artist 1 

Amanda Wright, writer and actor 2 

Andrzej Klimowski, graphic artist 1 

Cian Binchy, actor 1 

David Airey, graphic designer 1 

DJ Jamz Supernova  1 

Erika Kapin, photographer 1 

Femi Koleoso, musician and mentor 1 

Glenda Jackson 1 

Gregory Sams, artist 1 

Hasan Minjah, actor and comedian 1 

Isabela Coracy, Ballet Black 1 

James Rhodes, Pianist 1 

Jeff Willis graphic artists 1 

Joe Grind, grime artist 1 

Kayode Ewumi, Actor and Writer 1 

Memo Kosemen, illustrator 1 

Sean Scully, abstract artist 1 

Tempest Rose, burlesque performer 1 

  
Authors and Poets  
Aatish Taseer, Author 1 

Adam Hurrey, writer 1 

Alain De Botton, author 1 

Albert Jack, author 1 

Andrew Simms, author, academic and campaigner 2 

Beatrix Campbell, author 1 

Bruce Daisley, Author and Podcaster, Twitter 2 

Christopher Ryan, author 1 

Cody Keenan, speechwriter for Barack Obama 1 

Colm Tóibín, author 1 

Daisy Dunn, author, classicist 2 

David Goodhart, author 1 

Derren Brown, illusionist and author 1 

Dr Julia Shaw, author 1 

Gabor Mate 1 

George Mpanga 1 

Ian McMillan, poet and writer 1 

Ife Grillo, poet 1 

Irenosen Okojie, author 1 

Jean Hannah Edelstein, writer 1 

Jessica Huie, writer and entrepreneur 1 

Joumana Haddad, Lebanese author 1 

Julia Hobsbawm, author 1 
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Kai-Isiah Jamal, poet 1 

Kamila Shamsie, Author 1 

Kevin Toolis, author 1 

Laurence Scott, author 1 

Leonard Mlodinow, Author 1 

Magero, spoken word poet 1 

Malcolm Gladwell, author and podcaster 1 

Mark Grist, spoken word artist 2 

Marlon James, Man-booker prize-winning author 1 

Martyn Sibley, writer and entrepreneur 1 

Michael Lewis, author 1 

Naomi Alderman, novelist 1 

Natalie Haynes, writer and broadcaster 2 

Nir Eyal, Author 1 

Pankaj Mishra, Indian author 1 

Reni Eddo-Lodge, author 1 

Rhodri Marsden, writer 1 

Robert Kaplan, author 1 

Rose George, author 1 

Rutger Bregman, author 1 

Sheril Kirshenbaum, author the Science of Kissing 1 

Suhaiymah Manzoor-Khan, writer and spoken word poet 1 

Theophina Gabriel, poet 1 

Tobi Oredein, writer  1 

  
Business, Economics and Finance  
Akshay Ruparelia, Youngest person on Sunday Times Rich List 1 

Alex Newton, ACAS 1 

Carlos Watson, CEO of Ozy Media 1 

Dame Stephanie Shirley 1 

Guto Harri  1 

Jenny Bird, executive coach  1 

Justine Roberts, Mumsnet 1 

Kate Raworth, economist 1 

Martha Lane Fox, lastminute.com 1 

Martin Newman, leadership expert 1 

Natalia Reynolds, expert negotiator 1 

Nina Seega sustainable finance expert 1 

Rohan Silva, Entrepreneur 1 

Sally Helgesen, Leadership coach 1 

Sarah Ellis, career development consultant 1 

Scott Solder, communications experts 1 

Steve Waygood, sustainable finance expert 1 

  
Charities and Non-Profits  
Andrew Przybylski, The Oxford Institute 1 

David Brockway, Great Man Project 1 

Ella Saltmarshe, Long Term Project 1 

Kim Lowe, Brookwood Cemetery Society 1 

Suzanne Jacob, CEO of Safe Lives 1 

  
Comedian  
Alex Edelman, US comedian 1 

Aurie Styla, comedian 1 

Bilal Zafar, comedian 1 




































































































































































